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egislative Assembly

Wednesday, 26 Seplember 1984

THE SPEAKER (Mr Harman) took the Chair
at 2.15 p.m.. and read prayers.

PORNOGRAPHY: VIDEO FILMS
Display and Sale: Petition

MR GORDON HILL (Hclena) [2.16 p.m.]: |
have a pelition signed by 19585 Western
Australians which reads as follows—

We, the undersigned, wish to register our
protest of the Government of Western
Austrulia’s interference in our freedom of
choice by their decision to ban the distri-
bution, salc and hire in W.A, of those video
tapes passed by the State Advisory Com-
mitlce on Publications as a restricted article
as [rom September 1st 1984, We belicve that
this video 1uped material should continue to
be available 1o those who wish to view it.

The petition conforms to the Standing Orders of
the Legislutive Assembly and | have certified ac-
cordingly.

The SPEAKER: [ dircct 1hat the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

{Scc petition No. 35.)

PORNOGRAPHY: VIDEO FILMS
Banning: Petition

MR COYNE (Murchison-Eyre) [2.17 p.m.]: |
have a petition signed by 814 Weslern Australians
which reads as follows-—

The Honourable the Speaker and Members
of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament
of  Woestern  Australin  in Parliament
assembled

We, the undersigned commend the Siate
Government for banning the sale and hire of
X rated Vidcos in Western Australia and
plead that the Government will not bend to
rencwed pressures to reverse that decision.
We lurther pray that the government will
cnsure that R rated Videos will be more
vigarously controlled and that all Videos will
be classificd.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray
that you will give this maller carnest con-
sideration and your petitioners, as in duty
bound. will ever pray.
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The petition conforms 1o the Stunding Orders of
the Legislative Assembly and | have centified ac-
cordingly.

The SPEAKER: | dircct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

{Scc petition No. 56.)

SMALL BUSINESS GUARANTEES BILL
Sccond Reading

MR BRYCE (Ascor—Deputy Premier) [2.20
p-m.}: | move—

That the Bill be now rcad u second time.
The purpose of this Bill is to provide authority for
the execution of guarantees far the repayment of
loans Lo owners of small businesses.

It gives me great pleasure 1o present this Bill 1o
the House. This Government's commitment to the
profitability and growth of small business has been
widely understood and accepred. It is central to
the Government’s first priority of cmployment
growth and economic development.

The scheme provided for in this Bill is a signifi-
cant initiative in a series of policy measures aimed
at creating the cavironment in which small
busincsses in Western Australia can prosper and
grow.

The Small Business Development Corporalion
is the ceatrepiece of this series of initiatives, and
since it was cstablished on 1 January this year the
response from small businesses has indicated that
it was an initiative that was long overduc.

The corporation is currently handling necarly
1 000 inquiries a month and is providing an
invaluable source of frec and confidential business
advice and informaltion, as well as opcrating as a
first point of reference for advice about manage-
ment, financial and legal services, and Govern-
ment regulations, procedures and policies 10 small
business  propriclors  throughout  Western
Australia.

tn addition, the corporation provides advice and
information to the Government on a wide range of
issues which affect small business. The corpor
ation has, for example, assisted in the development
of this guarantees scheme and will be the principle
point of contuact once the scheme is operational.

The corporation is well advanced with its major
study of the small business sector in WA and,
among other projects, is developing a proposal for
the establishment of a micro-computer demon-
stration centre.

The success of the Small Business Develapment
Corporation enables the Government to keep in
touch with small business and it also allows small
business to keep in touch with Government.
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The result s seositive and carefully targeled
Government policies, of which this Bill is but one,
which mect the real needs of the small business
community.

As u result of representations received from a
broad cross-section of the small business sector, |
will shortly introduce Lo this House Icgislation
designed to climinate the most unfair provisions of
cxisting commercial tenancy arrangements. The
Commercial Tenancy (Retail Shops) Agreements
Bill is the result of w long and carcful period of
consuftation with all alfected sectors of the busi-
ness community. | am confident that the proposed
legislation will meetl with widespread approval and
will substantially improve the bottom line of sec-
curity for small business tenants in Western
Australia.

In other mcasures. the Government has made
significant progress in reducing the real level of
water rates for commercial consumers through
progressive reductions in water allowances and,
consequently. reduced waler rate charges. Over
the consumplion years 1983-84 and 1984-85, 75
per cent of business/commercial properties will
receive the full benefit of a 25 per cent real re-
duction in water rates. and about 85 per cent will
pay less in tota) watler rates and water usage
charges than they would have paid under the old
system.

Mre Mensaros: You must admil we started the
S)’SlCITI.

Mr BRYCE: For the information of the mem-
ber for Floreat. let me emphasise that the ALP,
both inside und outside this Chamber, commitied
itsell 10 the principle of a pay-for-use, pay-for-
CONNCCLion Waler $ysicnl sOme years ago.

Mr Mensaros: You can never do it 100 per cent.

Mr BRYCE: Exactly.

These substantial improvements are preliminacy
10 the introduction ol a full pay-for-service/pay-
for-use system of water charges for small
businesses.

Payrotl tax concessions in 1983-84 have relicved
an cstimated additional 1100 small busincsses
from this tax. 1 am confident that this year's
Budget will see o number of additional measures
aimed at increasing the profitability of this sector.

All of these specific measures arce waking place
within the wider context of cconomic recovery.
Small businesses do not need Government hand-
outs; what they require from Government is sound
ccanomic management which creates cconamic
growth. brings down intcrest rates, reduces in-
flation and creates jobs and demund for their
products and services. The policies of the Hawke
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and Burke Governments have been shown to de-
liver thal sound economic management.

I am waiting to hear the “*Hear, hears™ from the
other side.

Mr Court: You will be wailing a long time.

Mr BRYCE: Economic growth in Australia be-
tween the Junc quarters of 1983 and 1984 was
aver |10 per cent, making Australia the fastest
growing economy in the western world. Non-farm
growth is anticipated to be of the order of five per
cent this financial year.

InMation fell during the last financial year by
6.3 per cent and the rise in the Consumer Price
Index in the current financial year is expected to
be just a little over five per cent. The message
about the Australian economy is clear—profits arc
recovering, interest rales are falling, and business
invesiment is picking up. Recent statistics indicate
that retatl sales are also improving.

This, then, is the context in which | turn 10 the
details of Lthe Small Business Guarantecs Bill.

As 1 have said, Lhe purposc of the Bill is 10
provide authority for the exccution of guarantees
for the repayment of loans made to owners of
small busincsses. The proposed scheme resembles
onc eslablished by legislation in New South
Walcs.

The main feawures of the Bill are as lollows:
Clause 3 defines “small business™ as a business
enierprise that, firstly, is carried on for the pur-
pases of manufacluring or processing goods or for
any other prescribed purpose,

For the purposes of determining the eligibility
of the applicant’s activities, regulations 10 the
proposed Act will detail specific industry classifi-
cations in accérdance with the Australian Stan-
durd Industrial Classification {ASIC) published
by the Australian Burcau of Statistics. Specific
reference 1o the ASIC industry classifications in
the regulations climinates the need 10 define eli-
gible activities by way of a wordy definition which
may be open 1o interpretation and legal argument.

Industrics embraced under the scheme include
manulacturing, processing, mining and mineral
cxploravion. consiruction, transport and siorage.
the wholesale and retail trade and a wide range of
service industries, Almost all trading businesses
will be cligible, with the exception of agriculiure,
fishing, forestry invesitment businesses, financial
institulions, hospitals, and a number of personal
scrvices.

Specifically excluded also will be a business
which would quulify for lean or grant assistance
undcr  scction  14(3) (m) of the Western
Australian Tourism Commission Act 1983,
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The sceond part of the “small business' defi-
nition in clause 3 refers 10 a business cnterprise
that in the opinion of the Minister for Industrial
Dcevelopment—

(i} is 2 small business enterprise:

(1) is not a subsidiary of, or docs not form
part of a larger enterprisc; and

(tit) is managed personally by at least one of
the persons entitled 10 a share of the
profits of the enterprise.

This definition is reasonably similar 1o the defi-
nition of “small busincss™ included in the Small
Business Development Corporation Act 1983, and
I believe provides some Bexibility 1o the Minisier
administering the scheme. Clause 4(1) states that
the Minister may cxecute a guarantce in favour of
a lender for a loan made ta the owner of a small
business, provided he is satislfied thar—

(1) the solc ground for the prior rejection of
the loan proposal by the lender was the
insufficicncy of the security proposed by
the borrower und in all other respects the
lender accepted the loan proposal as a
viuble proposition: and

(b) the loan monecys arc required for capital
cexpenditure or working capital for the
establishment of a small business or the
cxpansion or diversification of an
existing sonll business.

Guarantees will not be available—

for the purchase or takeover of an cxisting
business:

10 relinunce existing debts;

to overcome u short-term liquidity prob-
lem: or

if the applicant has adequate business or
personal assets lo cnable the loan to be
obtained under the lender’s usual guidelines.

Other criteria of a gencral nature nol included in

the Bill, bul which will be considered when
assessing  applications  for  assistance  include
whether—

the proposal will mcan a nct increase in
employment opportunitics;
the applicant is viable and capable of
servicing existing borrowings and the new
borrowings requested: and
the business owner has a reasonable level of
equily in the business. having regard to the
circumstances.
Although cluuse 4(1) refers 1o the execution of a
guaranicc in fuvour of a bunk or another person or
body of persons, whether corporate  or
unincorporute, cmphasis  will be given to
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implementing the scheme through the trading
banks and guarantees will nermally be available
only through this source. However, consideration
may be given to providing guarantecs to other
financial institutions in speciat circumslances.

Clause 4(2) restricts the amount of guarantee
assistance for cach applicant to an amount
prescribed in the regulations. 11 is proposed to
limit the guarantee assistance 1o $100 000 with
terms up to 10 years. Guarantee assistance will
normally be restricied 1o term loans or overdraft
accommodation and up to 100 per cent of the loan
may be guarantced, The interest rate charged and
the terms of lending must be acceptable to the
Minister.

Clause 4(3)} limits the total amounl of guaran-
tec assistance which may be provided under the
scheme. excluding puarantees no longer in force,
to such amount as the Treasurer may from time 10
time declare by notice published in the Govern-
mem! Gazelte.

Clause 5(2)(a) gives the Minister authorily 10
direct the lender to take such securitics as required
from the applicant for repayment of Lhe loan.

Clause 5(2)(b) states the guarantee shall not be
enforceable apainst the Minister until the lender
has taken appropriale recovery action under all
other securitics held by the lender in respect of the
guarantced debt. Therefore, the State would only
be called upon 10 meet a shortlfall—if any—on the
guarantced loan, in the cvent of the failure of the
business and after all other securities held by the
lender are realised.

The operation of the scheme is as follows—

Applicants present a detailed proposal for a
loan to a bank or financial institution

If the proposal is not approved, solcly on
the ground of insufficient security, the appli-
cant may then complete and submit to the
bank or financial institution a form of appli-
cation for a small busincss guarantee. The
form of application will be available from the
banks. or the Small Business Development
Corporation.

The bank or lending institution asscsses Lhe
application in respect of the cligibility cri-
teria, and il satisfied completes an appropri-
ate application form for guarantce assistance.
This form, together with a copy ol the appli-
cation reccived f(rom the applicant is
forwarded to the Small Business Develop-
ment Corporation.

Dcpartment of Industrial Development
cvaluation officers attached to the Small
Business  Devclopment  Corporation  will
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examine upplications reccived lrom the banks
or lending institutions (o sce whether they
comply with Government policy and report
and recommend 10 the Minister those appli-
cations which warrant approval.

Guarantees issued under the scheme are 10
be exccuted by the Minister, and arc only
collateral security 10 the lender's primary se-
curity laken over Lhe assets of the applicant.

Compured with guarantee or cesidual indemnity
assistance  available  under  the  Industry
{Advances) Act, Lthe scheme is not restricted 1o the
narrow range of industrics as defined in that Act,
and provides assistiance to nearly all types of smatl
businesses.

The scheme is targeted 1o assist small businesses
at the time ol greatest need cither 10 starl up a
new business or to expand operations of an
existing business.

Other advantages of the scheme include---

the removal of uncertainties as to which
industries may qualify for assistance;
maintaining the existing clienti/bank re-
lationship, as all approaches for assistance
must be made through the applicant’s bank
which will administer the lending in the nor-
mal manner:
facilitating access 1o finance on reasonable
terms by small business; and
i reduction in administration procedurcs
by the State and the time involved in giving a
firm decision on applications received.
The scheme is not simply Lo assist small businesses
in the metropolitan arca but is to operate on a
State-wide busis, including arcas which may be
considered as remote.

All branches of 1the major banks throughout the
Staic will be provided with full details of the
scheme. and owners of small businesscs even in
remote arcas, may apply for assistance under the
scheme Lhrough theie local bank.

The Government sees this Bill as another firm
step in the path of providing worthwhile support 10
small business. As such it is cxpected the Bill will
lead o positive results in expanding the small
business sector and the creation of more employ-
ment opportunitics.

! therefore commend this Bill 10 the House.

Dcbate adjourned. on metion by Mr Court.

CONSERVATION AND LAND
MANAGEMENT BILL

Sccond Reading
Debaic resumed rom 25 September.
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MR MENSAROS (Floreat) [2.38 p.m.): The
member for Vasse has adequately dealt with the
general terms of the Bill and has explained to the
House the recasans that the Opposition cannot ac-
cept it.

| would like 10 approach the Bill frem a differ-
ent angle and point out a few discrepancies in
arcas which have nol been mentioned by other
speakers and which | sce in the Bill and in the
Minister’s explanations in his sccond reading
speech.

Despite the explanations which have been given
10 Lhe House, one wonders what is the real purpose
of this Bill. Il one looks kindly at this question it
may be thought that the genuine purpose is that
the Government wants 10 co-ordinate land plan-
ning, the execution of the result of such planning,
and the administration of the plan in the interest
of the wholc State, particularly those groups
which are involved—ifarcsters, the forest industry,
the mining industry, the conservationists, the tour-
ist industry, and those involved in recreation,

IT this were the position. then the question
immediately arises, is the Bill really necessary? Is
it an advantageous aim to follow? Is it really
proper and to the advantage of the community and
the people involved to have the one department do
the planning and also attend to the execution and
administration of the planning?

The question also arises whether the Bill itself is
the best vehicle for this, even if il were advan-
tageous 1o do it. To co-ordinate gencrally is all
right: nobody can arguc about that. But onc does
not have to have this sort of mammoth department
to achieve co-ordination.

If the intention is that onc can only co-ordinale
within one department, and the Government can-
not do it as it has done it ever since there has been
a Government in Western Australia—-or cise-
where for that matter—with the existing many
departments, then according to this logic the ex-
treme conclusion would be to have only one de-
partment in the whole State.

One must co-ordinate, but if one can only co-
ordinate in a depacrtment. that would mean one
should have onc department only.

This Bill co-ordinates three fields, departments,
or instrumentalitics for land planning and land
usage. IT that is the argument, let amalgamation
go further. Should not the Mines Department
amalgamate with the Department of Conscrvation
and Environment? Should not the Department of
Resources Development also be added? If one
looks at any of the S1ate agreements and the sub-
sequent developments based on them. then the
further question is whether the other depariments
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involved in land planning, land management and
lind use  which is this particular development for
which the Stade agreement has  been  writ-
ten should not all be amalgamated. The Health
Department, Wuater Resources  Authority, the
Public Works Depurtment, the Education Depart-
ment, and 50 on are also involved.

As [said. in this Bill it is proposed Lo amalga-
mate only some of those departments involved in
land wse. In any casc. the co-ordination need not
be done in one depariment, it can be done with
existing departments. | would suggest that would
be better.

If the separate depariments do the planning
under independent and quite separate leadership,
then the chances are that ene will arrive at a much
richer pulicy which can choose between various
ideus which are nol humstrung by one leadership.
one tdea, or onc set of thoughts about in which
direction this planning must go.

In onc line af Icadership there is no diversity of
ideas, no competition  which is necessary and in-
herent in human nawre. This  improves the
chances for a better result.

[ know amalgamation is the vague. | would nat
condemn i1 out of hand. It is probably lair 10
cxaming the cfficicnt results of any amalgamation
cxercise which is concerned with administration
only. or ¢xecution only. which deals with almost
identical mutters. But 1o do it on the rescarch side
is definitely o disadvantage,

[ have always been against the amalgamation of
rescarch, for instance. in cducation. When we
were in Government and the Colleges of Advanced
Education were amalgamated. | did not think that
wits the right thing 10 do. | think the blufl of the
Commonwealth Government  that unless amal-
gamation happened it would not  contribute
funds - should have been calted. Under separate
leadership these individual colleges could have
produced dilTerent ideus. There is nothing wrong
with one finishing up better than others.

It is the same all over the world. To claim that
people are equal is plain stupidity. because people
are not equitl. Whoever contends they are does nol
understand human nature  at least  pragmati-
cally.

I was very much apainst the amalgamation of
universities. There were strong threats towards the
end of our term of Government that Murdoch
Lniversity should have been amalgamated with
the Lniversity of Western Auvstralia. [ think that
wits o very bad suggestion. was definitely against
the principle of amalgamation if it applied (o re-
scarch and planning, even if it could be proved 10
be efficient or W cost less.
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On the other hand if we want Lo look at the
guestion of this legislation in a less kind way and
try 1o examine the reasons and purposcs for this
Bill, one can immcdiately sce that some methods
are not proper oncs; they are against the inlerests
of the citizens of this State. This is not the first
time the Gevernment has done away with cxisting
instrumentalitics or departments simply by cre-
ating new ones, resulting in the old departmental
heads automatically losing their positions. The
principle that civil servants stay there once they
arc appointed can be overcome in this wuy. There-
fore the Government has the opportunily to ap-
point new pcople.

This is something which must be examined.
There is a great likelihood that the main idea
behind this amalgamation is to creale a ncw en-
tity, a number of ncw administrators who could be
appointed quile legitimately in circumstances
where the Public Service could claim its members
were being bypassed, or that contrary to a long-
standing custom people were being dismissed.
There could be completely new appointments.

I would like to sound a warning that this is not
the way a Government should proceed. The role of
an independent Public Service is very important.
It is one of our, il not codified, then customary
pillars of safec and impartial government. which
governmenl should be.

Opportunitics for these people to contribute oc-
cur behind closed doors ol ministerial offices.
They have served in the Public Service throughout
their lives and they represent a balance which
might atherwise be missing if their positions were
filled by Government sympathisers, political aides,
and the like. In that casc. the temptation would be
very greal to finish up in impropriety.

By changing. scparating. and rcorganising de-
partments and instrumentalities, these public ser-
vants lose their statutory positions. The oppor-
tunity then arises, to pul it kindly, for the Govern-
ment o appeint political sympathisers, or what-
cver ane may call them.

This is very casy to detect when amalgamation
occurs for its awn sake and change takes place for
change's sake which is the case, at least parially,
in this instance. | say that, because it is difficult to
find any other reason for this legislation which
sceks Lo do away with departments which work
properly at the present time, which represent dil-
ferent interests, and about which no complaints
huve been lodged.

The Government says that the Bill has gencral
support. | asked a question in relation 10 the see-
ond reading speech as 1o where this support could
be proved. The response was almost amusing, be-
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cause in it. the Minister named a few organis-
ations one¢ of which, under the heading of organis-
ations which support the Bill, was the WA Guiild
of Furniture Manufaciurers (Inc.). | do not know
what the Furniture Manufacturers Guild has 1o do
with land use planning and land use management.

Another question which arises is the future roles
of the Department of Conservation and Environ-
ment and the Environmental Protection Auth-
ority. If we have a very large depariment connee-
ted with the Premier or, at least, operating to some
exlent under his supervision, can the Depariment
of Conscrvation and Environment and the EPA
maintain the independent roles designed for them?
I ask that question, because those bodics will be
confronted with policies and managemem
resolutions made by a department which is at least
nominally headed by the Premier. It will be very
difficult Tor those bodics to maintain their inde-
pendence, panticularly if their leadership has been
changed, which | think will occur when the
proposed legislation in respect of cnvironmental
protection is introduced. Indeed. that has eccurred
lo some extenl already in respect of the EPA,
because one member has resigned and, | under-
stand, the remaining terms of the other two mem-
bers are not all that long.

A situation could be created where the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Environment and the
EPA could become stooges, even il Lhey
maintained separate identitics, to Lhis newly
created, lurpge department.

Some proof of what I am saying can be found in
the fact thut the uliimate policy-making cauncil
which the Dcputy Premicr mentioned in his sec-
ond rcading spcech is not incorporated in the Bill,
but rather is 10 be dealt with separately, Presum-
ably that council will dircet this department and
the other departments which are involved in land
plannning, devclopmeni, and management. The
fact that, by and large, the machincry provisions
in the Act which is saught to be repealed have not
been ampered with scems also to justify the same
criticism,

As | said at the beginning of my speech, |
should like to make some detailed comments, Gen-
crally 1 found that the Bill was rather hard to
digest, because of the multiple burcaucracics it
sceks 1o cstablish und the lack of logic or coher-
ence in their inter-relationships.

One assumes that we are not yet finished with
these burcuucracies., because the Muleahy com-
mitlee recommended the establishment of a major
Land Resources Policy Council consisting  of
Government departiment heads. That council is
not mentioned in the Bill. The Depuly Premicr
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implied that this council had been formed already
without legislation, which of course, can occur;
but one must then ask why it has been ignored in
the Bill, because presumably it will have a major
role to play. IT it is to be formed under legislation
later, that legislation should have been a cognate
Bill dealt with concurrently with this Bill. How-
ever, we do not see such legislation anywhere on
the horizon.

The Bill introduces very little that i1s new; it
simply seeks to complicate administration and
concentrates on the management of managers,
which is the least of the problem. Indeed, the Bill
is an extravaganza of organisation charts. There is
an exccutive director who will he the permanent
hecad of the new department. Then there are 10 be
three directors of various things, but those dircc-
lors do not appear to be given anything other than
their titles and membership of the autherity. In
the case of the Dirccior of Forests, he is given
membership of the Forest Production Council as
well. There are more chiefs than Indians, and Lhe
problem will be with the latier,

The Bill contains many subtle changes. For
cxample, in the present National Parks Authority
Act there is clear provision for the role of the
dircctor versus the Minister and the auvthority it-
self. In this Bill, the very same person has no fixed
link with the Minister or even with the new auth-
ority. He may have o title, but he will have no
pawer directly. | would think that his pridc in his
role would be diminished and certuinly his
role—and even that of the Minister—is unclear.

It secms that he is Lo be involved with the ap-
proval of management plans—this is ensbrined in
clause 60—and in various detailed issucs; but [
cannot find where the authority, the commission,
or the council is to be responsible to the Minister
in general arcas. There are numerous problem
arcas that may be the result of careless drafting.

For example, with rcgard 1o the membership of
the authority, one assumes that the members from
the public arc not all lo be associaled with the
Conscrvation Council, otherwise therc would be a
massive imbalance. This relates 1o ¢lause 23, Nor
is there o be anyone on the council who could
represent the tourist industry, and this is rather
surprising considering the Government's emphitsis
on tourism.

The sccond reading specch contains quite a lot
of contradictions and matters that arc very hard to
comprehend. The Minister says that the Bill has
three main objcctives. bul the objeclives are
alrcady quitc properly catered for.

Security of tenure is catered for in the Land
Act, because “AT-class reserves have a lairly se-



1780

cure tenure; they can be altered only with the
consent of Parliament.

The second objective. which is said 1o be the
provision of a mechanism 10 provide public partici-
pation. alrcady cxists and has been fairly success-
ful, as evidenced by the “Green™ and ““*Red Books™
issucd by the EPA.

The third objective. which is said 1o be the pro-
vision of a legislative base for the administration
of all these areus, again alrcady exists in the two
Acts that are 10 be repeuled. In fact, the Minister
himsell says that the legal mechanisms wil) re-
main essentially unchanged. 11 is therelore fairly
difficult 10 see how they are 10 be improved.

What the Bill does is 1o confuse the issue and 1o
blur what are currently clear distinctions in the
public mind and in the minds of the people who
will be responsible for the administration of this
proposcd department.

The Minister has said that the proposed Lands
and Forests Commission is 10 consist of two mem-
bers from the commuenity who will represent re-
spectively conservation and production interests.
But the Bill does not provide this: it provides in-
stead thut members of the commission shall have a
knowledge of and cxperience in the arcas of con-
scrvation, rccreation and forest production; they
would be expected o know about all three arcas
and not just onc of them.

As Tor the title of National Parks and Nature
Conservation Authority. the Minister believes that
this represents an amalgamation of the existing
National Purks Authority and the wildlife section
of the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife.

On the other hand. he proposes that the new
authorily should have o majority of non-Govern-
ment members. but this would make it fairly diffi-
cult 1o administer by the department itsell. The
Forests Production Council will have on it rep-
resentatives of the timber industry, so the balance
will be such that we can be assured there will be
internal quarrelting between the authority and the
council.

None of these points was referred 1o in the
second reading specch. But the Mainister says that
the commission’s principle function will be 10 ad-
vise the Minister on lorest production policy. He
siid that the Forests Production Council will pro-
vide for the first time a formal body 10 advise the
Minister on forest production. The 1wo statements
being contradiciory means that we will have two
different bodics udvising the Minister on this
issuc  -the council and the commission.

The Minisier also claims that there will be a
significant increase in sceurity of tenure, but as |
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have explained. there will be no change from the
present.

The claim that the proposed reorganisation will
increase efficiency and that therefore extra expen-
diture will be justilied, reads rather strangely. I
almost says that we have no problems al present,
but if we pet more money which justifics an ad-
ditional administration, some problems might de-
velop which in turn can be solved by this Bill.

All in ali I could not agree more with whal has
been said on behalf of the Opposition by the mem-
ber for Vassc. Indeed this is a large Bill which, will
create very large problems. That is sulficient
reason for the Opposition not to agree 10 the Bill.

MR LAURANCE (Gascoyne) [3.06 p.m.]: 1
also oppose this measure. The problems it will
creale have been adequately canvassed by previous
Opposition speakers, particularly the member for
Vasse. who put in a tremendous amount of re-
scarch when preparing his lead speech, on which |
compliment him.

| am participating in this debute because of my
expericnce of having ministerial responsibility for
a number of the departments that are 10 be affec-
ted by this measure. | am speaking because of my
involvement perhaps more than any other member
with a number of agencics 10 be affected by this
measure. Although | wus not a Minister in charge
of these arcas for long, nevertheless | had re-
sponsibility lor an interesting group of portfolios
when | was previously Minister for Lands, Forests,
and Conservation and Environment. My
responsibilities braught me into contact with all
these ageneies, perhaps wilh the exception of the
Department of Fisherics and Wildlife. 1 had close
contact with a number of other agencies including
some that presumably will be involved and which
are currently administered through the Lands and
Surveys portfolio. A number of them are not
mentioned in the Bill, but | presume they will be
invalved in some way in the future, and | will ask
questions of the Premicer in this regard later.

I am very concerned about what will be the
outcome of the formation of this new department.
Its creation will have grave consequences for the
timber industry in this State, and it will have
similur grave consequences for the fishing indus-
try. This matter was canvassed last night by Lhe
member for Katanning-Rac. These are two mujor
industrics in Western Australia and they provide a
tremendous amount of employment and export
earnings. The State nceds 1o look alter them very
well. 1t must be aware of what it is doing 10 them
and must also act with great caution. It is no
accident that these industrics are well managed
and successful. This has happened becuuse of good
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mapiagement, sound invesiment, the courage and
conviction displayed by the people involved in
these industrics. and presumably by Governments
providing pood administration. This Government
is about to change all that and with possible grave
conscquences for these industries.

| am convinced this new department will not
work. | feel very strongly about it. | just cannot
see how it could work. We cun bleat as much as
we like in the Parliament. but one of the most
difficult problems for Opposition members and
therefore for the people of the State is that once
this merger has been accomplished, it will be difh-
cult to try 10 put everything back again. This is a
serious consideration. 1t will be very difficult if not
impossible 1o reconstitute the Forests Department
as we know it woday. The samce difficully would
apply to attempts o re-eslablish the Department
of Fisheries and Wildlife, They are two extremely
successful departments. 1 is only a matier of
tume---let us hope for the sake of this State that it
is not 100 long-—beflore we are returned 10 Govern-
ment. We will then have to try 10 sort out what
should be done with this mess.

I hiave given a gread deal of thought about what
we would need o do, but | do not know where we
would start. It would be impossible 1o go back to
where we were. Unfortunately, that would not be
an option open 1o a future Governmendl.

1 will deal with the Forests Department first.
Being the Minister for Forests lor just over a year
was a tremendous privilege lor me, because that
department is a fine. proud organisation. | have
said publicly on a number of occasions that | was
a great admirer of the former Conservator of For-
csts, Mr Bruce Bepgs.

Mr Brian Burke: Who supports this legislation.

Mr LAURANCE: What | admired about that
department was the fact that cvery person in the
organisation | met- and there were about | 200
public servants involved in the department—-on
the professional, office and ficld stalf was proud of
the erganisation.

Usually when one speaks 1o the Tlicld staff of a
large organisation and asks what is going on onc is
usually told. “They arc doing this”, or “They are
doing such and such™. It is usually a “them™ and
“us” sitvation. However, with the Forests Depart-
ment, every time | spoke to people in that organis-
ation they said, “We arc doing so and so”. We are
doing such and such™. | think that is a marvellous
compliment 10 the organisation, because every
person | spoke to felt he was a part of the organis-
ation. That sort of situation is difficult 10 achicve
in a large organisation. but the Forests Depart-
ment has done that.
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The member lfor Kimberley has been a manager
and a shire councillor and has been involved in a
number of organisations, so he would know what |
mean. | would like {0 speak also about the tremen-
dous safety record of the Forests Depariment.
Members of the department have been asked to
speak to and give advice about safety measures to
forestry commissions and other organisations in
Australia.

The Ceonservator of Forests used o management
pool 1o cnsure the department had a good safety
record. An cnormous amount of money and a lot
of lives have been saved. In [act the Forests De-
partment saves some 3500 000 on workers™ com-
pensation premiums alone. That is an outstanding
safety record,

The multiple-use policies which have been
adaopted by the Forests Department have been
backed up by successive State Governments. Itis a
marvellous policy lor the use of our forests. 1 must
make the point that foresters love forests. Those
who criticise the management programme of for-
csts at times do not understand that foresters love
lorests first.

Qur Forests Department officers have done ex-
tremely well and people of this State shoutd be
justly proud of them. They have looked aflter Lim-
ber production as well as the environmental, tour-
ism and recreational aspects of forests. The lorests
have the protection of the Parliament. The work-
ing plans of the Forests Department must be
labled in both Houses of Parliament.

It has been the case that the Conscrvator of
Foresis could not be removed from office without
the full concurrence of Parliament, He has had a
tremendous amount of parliamentary protection,
as have the people who have worked far him. One
would not think thal such a protection would be
done away with lightly. However, the Australian
Labor Parly has been determined to dismantle and
cemasculate the Forests Department.

We knew this would happen, even though it was
not part of the Labor Party's manifesto. We knew
that when the ALP won office it would start the
process of emasculating the Forests Department. §
do not know thc rcason the Australian Labor
Party wishes 10 do that. It has certainly been the
case in cvery other State in Australia which has
clected a Labor Government. This has occurred in
New South Wales and Victoria. My expertence
does not stretch 10 South Australiay, but [ would be
very surprised if the State Labor Government in
South Australia  were not  dismantling  or
emascutating Lhe Forests Department in Lhat
State.
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Some members may believe 1 am being extrava-
gant when making such claims, but | have had the
opportunity to allend mectings with foresters from
other States. 1 have met with the Forestry Council
and senior foresters. I it were possible to bring the
former Conscrvutor of Forests 1o the Bar of Par-
liament | would like 1o ask him if what | am
saying is not true, because he was there also. |
heard other scenior lorcstry commissioners and
officers from ather States say that what has
happened in Labor Government States is a disas-
ter. They have not been able 1o manage their for-
csis any longer becuuse the the coups for ciear
felling and regeneration have been reduced 10 an
unmanageable size. They have been cut down 1o
such an cxtentl thuat they cannot manage them.
They are having diffliculties also with lire protec-
tion of their forests. That is what has been said in
New South Wales und Victoria. The controt of the
forests has been Laken oul of the hands of the
foresters and put into the hands of the
environmentalists. The management of their [or-
csls is now a joke. and a disaster.

That is what we are headed for in this State.
The strength of my argument is that not only has
the ALP in Western Australia attempted 1o emas-
culate the Forests Department, but also the Labor
Governments in other States in Australia have
done exactly the same.

1t is no surprise 10 the Opposition that this has
occurred. We knew it was only o matter of time,
bul we did not know how il would be done. Now
we know the senior people have been promoted.
The Conservator of Forests was moved. He was
promoted, and pood juck to him because he de-
served that promotion. He is an outstanding
officer. However. he was not replaced. Some of
the capable people who could have taken his place
have been shifted out of the way. A temporary
person 100k his pluce lor a year. Onc of the candi-
dates for the office has been shifed. 1t is my
understanding the next Conservator of Forests
could have been Mr Frank Campbell, but he can-
not be the conservator because he has been shified
to the Public Scrvice Board.

Once aguin | appreciate the fact that that move
may have been a promotion for him, but | believe
these people have been promoted out of the way so
that they cannot give the Government a hard time
as Mr Coates has seen [t Lo do in the last few
days.

The Government made a decision {0 set up a
task lorce o give i1 the uanswers it wanted, and
that is exactly whalt the tusk lorce did.

[ASSEMBLY]

That was a diabolical way to abusc and misusc
some senior scientists in our Suate. | feel sorry for
Dr Mulcahy.

Al the end of his professional service to this
Slate, Dr Mulcahy was put in a situation where he
was dragooned into producing a report in a very
short time and with coming up with an answer to a
Government request. That is no way to treat a
scientist. The 1ask force was not allowed to hold
proper consultations or to make reference to other
pcople. It was given no timc. The interim rcport
was presented in Octlober and the final report was
presented in February.

Dr Mulcahy spokc to the Opposition with the
approval of the Minister or of the Premicr, | am
not sure which. We asked him whcther local
government had been advised of the task force’s
hearings. He said that the local authorities had
not, but that they could report in January. We 10ld
him that most local government authorities did
not meet in January. He said then that, because he
had to provide a report Lo the Premier in January,
he would not then be able 10 meet with local
government representatives. The Government had
told him 1o give it results and to give them as
quickly as passible.

1t is with some regret that | now bring into this
debale Dr Shea. He is present in the gallery and
has been herc for most of the debate. | came 10
know him when | was Minister. He is a top re-
search scicntist. People spoke very highly of him
as a research scientist. However, | believe that he
loscs his objeclivity when he becomes a political
adviser. He is a former member of the State
Exccutive of the Australian Labor Party.

Mr Mclver: What is wrong with Lhat?

Mr LAURANCE: | said that, as a research
scicntist, | have nothing but praise for him. How-
ever, | doubt his position as a political adviser. He
is a member of the State Exccutive of the ALP. It
is true that, when | was Minister, [ reccived sev-
cral requests from people in Mandurah asking me
ta dismiss Dr Shea because of his aclivities on the
Shire of Mandurah.

Mr Read: Requests from members of the Lib-
cral Party, [ bet.

Mr LAURANCE: They were requests by
pcople who wrote that Dr Shea spent too much of
his time working as a councillor for the Shire of
Mandurah to be able to do his Goverament job
properly.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:
member o restrict
contained in the Bill.

I would like the
ks comments 10 matlers
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Mr LAURANCE: Yes, Mr Deputy Speaker. |
believe that that scientist has a great deal to
answer for. He has betrayed his colleagues in his
former department, History will record that if the
name Lane Poole is the shining white knight in the
history of the Forests Department in this Siate,
then Dr Shea will be recorded as the Machiavel-
lian prince. He has presided over the demise of a
very fine department. He will answer 10 his con-
science for that and 1 will answer 1o my conscience
for everything that 1 have said. The Forests De-
partment has been emasculated.

I want also to refule the Premier's claim that
the timber industry agrees with this proposal. |
think the tumber industey is scared stifl. That is
the only reason for it agreeing with the proposal.
Unfortunately, under this legistation, there is no
security of renure for the tremendous investments
made in the Torest industry. Millions of dellars
have been invested and one of the investors
operates on an anpual licence from the Conser-
vator of Forests. That is an cnormous business risk
for anyonc to take in return for a tenure of onc
year.

The Conservator of Forests previously has had
to answer W0 Parhament and has had o table his
plans. This Government has taken away that par-
liamentary protection and that safeguard. The for-
estry industry has every right 1o be scared. The
proposed structure of the department will not
work,

An orgamisitional chart was included in the
Minister’s second reading speech,
Mr Blaikie: Iv was wrong.

Mr LAURANCE: Yes. it had 10 be amended.
The member for Vasse said that the Director of
Forests will be the director of nothing. The
Government has tried 1o balunce him up as the
manager of forests and the administrator of tim-
ber in this State. He will be given equal weight
with people who are responsible or recrcation and
conscrvation. Those positions cannot be balanced.
I think they are mutually exclusive as will be
shown 1o be the cise.

The Government is about o set up a Depart-
ment of Conservation and Land Management.
There is already a Department of Lands and Sur-
veys in existence, What is to become of that de-
purtment? Whan about the lund agencies and all
of the research arcas that it adminisiers? We have
spenl an cnormous amoum of public money on
building up a land information system. The
present Government has put more funds into that
system. It has proclaimed proudly than the work it
did was of great benefit 1o the State and that it
would continue.
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Is that now to be donc away with? Cun the
Minister say what will become of that department
and why it does not form part of this land manage-
ment Bill?

Mr  Brian Burke: Land management has
nothing to do with the lechnical aspects of
transferring titles.

Mr LAURANCE: | do not think the Minister
has read the Land Act. In fact, amendmenis have
becn made to the Act about the management of
reserves-—amendments 1o which he agreed in this
Parliament two ycars ago. | do nol expect the
Premier 1o know what is in the Land Act. How-
cver, he should look at it before he makes any
comments along thosc lines.

Why has the Department of Lands and Surveys
becn ignored in this matter and what will be the
future of that department?

Mr Mclver: What do you mean by, "Why has
the Department of Lands and Surveys been
ignored?™

Mr LAURANCE: What part has it played in
the formulation of this policy?

Mr Mclver: 1t has had a very big inpul into it.

Mr EAURANCE: We will be very interested 10
sce how the Minister intends to carry out his
dutics and responsibilities because he is charged
with the responsibility of the management of re-
serves. [t will be imeresting to sec how that func-
tion is carried cut upon the creation of the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Land Management.
That has not been explained 1o us.

I think the people of this State nced 1o know
what is the future of the depurtment.

1 also want to know what will become of the
National Parks Authority, for which | had re-
sponsibility at one stage. It provides an excellent
service to this State. It has always been
acknowledged by the Government that it requires
eXlri resources.

However, 1 do not think that the Forests De-
partment should be ruined so that the National
Parks Authority can oblain more resources. That
would net be a responsible action.

I think we should remember that many parks
and wildlife sanctuaries have been set uside us a
result ol reserves committee reports which have
been adopted by successive  Governments.
National parks and wildlifc reserves cover a far
larger arca in this State than in any other State in
maintand Australia. Thut is a very proud record.

OQf course, in the last 10 years or s, it has been
impossible to provide the National Parks Auth-
ority with sufficicnt funds 10 maich its additianal
responsibility. That will come in due course as the
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State can afford it. However, at least the initial
rescrvations were curricd oul. and great credit o
the Governments—the Tonkin and Court Govern-
ments—which put those arcas aside for future
generations. However, thul is no cxcuse for
amaigamating the National Parks Authority in
this proposed department.

1 would likec 1o know what it is intended will
happen to some other land management agencies,
such as the Kings Park Board. What are the
Premier’s intentions in this arca? The Rottnest
Island Bourd was included in the interim report
but specifically excluded in the final report issued
in February. Perhaps the Premier decided that as
he was Chairman of the Rottnest Island Board,
and because it was his pet, he did nol want that
board scooped up with the rest, One is entitled 10
presume that is the case. He probably also had
your support. Mr Deputy Speaker, because as a
member of that board you would not want to be
gobbled up in that conglomerate. That is my as-
sumption: The Premicr said that the Rottnest
Island Board should be cut out of the
recommendations because that would not be pool.

! refer to the Bush Fircs Board: what® will
happen to that orgunisation? Will it come under
this new board?

Mr Blaikic: We had better wait for an answer.

Mr Mclver: There will be no change 1o the
Bush Fires Board.

Mr LAURANCE: Arc the lollowing groups in-
cluded in the legislution: The Herbarium, the
Kings Purk Bourd. the Zoologicul Gardens Board,
and the Pasioral Board?

Mr Brian Burke: You know they are not. Have
you read the report?

Mr LAURANCE: | wilt rephrase the question:
Arc they going Lo be included”

Mr Brian Burke: The answer Lo the second
question is that the matter has not been decided.

Mr LAURANCE: The Premicr has indicated
that other agencies will be involved.

Mr Brian Burke: The matter has not been de-
cided.

Mr LAURANCE: W¢ are entitled when debat-
ing this Bill 10 assume that those people had better

watch out in the luture because they could be
invelved.

Mr Brixn Burke: You arc entitled 10 do whai-
ever you like and it is usually o disgrace yoursell,

Mr Blaikic: The Premicr indicated that in ad-
dition to what has already been proposed. four
other agencies will be included.

[ASSEMBLY]

Mr LAURANCE: | have nominated six or
secven and there is also the Waterways Com-
mission; what will happen (o that body? | presume
that answer will come from the Minister for the
Environment. Should the people working at the
commission be pucking their bags?

I have dealt with a number of departments that
will be involved: The Lands and Surveys Depart-
mcnt is probably for the high jump, the Forests
Department has been emasculated, the staflf of the
Department  of  Fisherics and  Wildlife  are
demoralised, as arce the stalf at the National Parks
Authority. This proposal lor a conglomerate that
cannot possibly work, has made a tremendous dent
in the morale of public servanis of this Statc.

There is also the matier of when this depart-
ment will get under way. It is our information that
many things have alrcady been decided and acted
upon. | understand stationery has been printed
and appointments have been made before parlia-
mentary approval has been given 1o this Bill,

Mr Brian Burke: What appoiniments have been
made?

Mr LAURANCE: Is the Premicr saying that
nonc has been made?

Mr Brian Burke: Not to my knowledge. What
evidence have you got for saying that they have
been made? | should know if that were the case
and 1o the best of my knowledge no-one has been
appointed. You have said that appointments have
been made and | am asking for your evidence.

Mr LAURANCE: | will have 10 produce that,
10 the Premicr’s embarrassment. | though the sec-
and rcading stage was for making points to which
the Minister would respond.

Mr Brian Burke: Where is the cvidence for
what you have said?

Mr LAURANCE: The Premier did not refute it
last evening when it was mentioned.

Mr Brian Burke: 1 am not aware that it was
mentioned last evening.

Mr  LAURANCE: It
substantially.

was, and quite

Mr Brian Burke: You have raised this matter
and madc an assertion. Wherc is your cvidence?

Mr LAURANCE: At thc moment it is an as-
sertion. The evidence will be provided.

Mr Brian Burke: When?

Me LAURANCE: | will have to see when. Per-

haps when we recach the Commitice stage of the
Bill.

Mr Brian Burke: | want it on the record that
you have evidence of the appointments and you
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are going to produce the cvidence. You are a
squib.

Mr LAURANCE: | will come back with the
cvidence in the Committee stage and the Premier
will sce whois o squib.

I am also concerned about the position relating
to marine packs. The Government has said that it
intends to legislate this year for the establishmem
of the Ningaloo reel marine park. ! want to know
when that will happen and also when the concerns
cxpressed by my constituents will be adegquately
answered by the Minisier before the Government
moves in this direction.

MR RUSHTON (Dulc) [3.36 p.m.]: Much has
been suid ubout this legislation and 1 hope Lo tra-
verse some new viewpaints. Having been Minister
for Plunning. | am concerned that no review was
completed of the present land planning and town
planning procedures and it was not presented at
the same time as this legislation so that we could
see the total package and deliberate upon it ac-
cordingly. This legislation should be withdrawn
and the lund planning and town planning legis-
lation should be presented so that we can ascertain
how they [it together. However, we must put aside
the fact that that process has not taken place.

Land is onc of the most valuable resources we
have, other than people. and therefore we are all
most sensitive aboul how it is handled and dealt
with. That has been the record in the history of
this Suate Tor all vime, The Bill as presented lol-
lows a socialist philosophy of giving more control
to Government. This is where the danger arises
with the lepislation. Time will prove that it has
been a very inappropriate move and will limit the
activities and confidence of those who nced to usc
land as it should be used. It is of serious concern
that the Bill enhances the Government’s oppor-
tunity, and that of its [riends and advisers. 10
bestow favours for personal and political advan-
tage. i is an extremely serious matter for an all-
powcrful Government to place the valuable re-
source of land under the control of a few hands
dircctly related 10 the Government. Such a move
will encourage graft and corruption.

The climination of the position ol Conservator
of Forests is a move in the wrong dircction. In this
Suate we have grown up with the knowledge of the
close link between the land and the Conscrvator of
Forests. We saw him as protector ol that valuable
resource. The conscrvator was initially appointed
10 avoid some of the political decisions that could
have been made in the past. In ycars gone by,
allocations of land have been made to people be-
causc of their conncctions. The Conservator of
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Forests was appointed to make sure that political
favours would not be bestowed in this regard.

It is essential to mention that there is great
concern on Lhe part of local government in this
respect. That concern will strengthen as time goes
on and local government experiences the 1otal con-
tral centralised government will have on all land
management in this State. People in local govern-
ment have expressed their concern alrcady in a
number of ways, but their expericace will be quite
devastating.

I mentioned town planning and land planning
and the delays which have taken place in that
regard. I also refer to the fact that those matters
should be dealt with at the same time as this Bill.

An explanation should be given for the failure
o include MRPA land. The MRPA owns valuable
rescrves in the metropolitan arca and the decision
to cxclude that land could relate to economics.

Rottnest is another arca which, were the
Government sincere about its proposal, il would
have included in the dragnet of the Bill.

Those are the two areas of land muanagement
which are not included and adeguate explanations
should be given for that if the Gavernment wishes
to prove that its approach is the right one. The
Government has failed 1o prove Lhat the new
system of central control will improve land man-
agement, and this legislation should not be passed
without thal proof being presented. As far as | am
concerned, such a vital matter as this should be
resisted with all the strength we can muster 1o
ensure that the Government provides the facts and
figures. If those facts and figurcs arc not available,
the legislation should be delaycd until the Govern-
ment can provide them Lo prove that land manage-
ment will be improved by this legislation.

It is interesting to refer to some of the com-
ments made in a submission 1o the 1ask force by
the Institute of Foresters of Australia (Western
Australian Division). | shall quote a few extracts
from that submission to indicate the fears which
arc still held, despitc the review and the
presentation of Lhe second report.

A very responsible group of people, the for-
eslers, made these comments, one ol which is as
follows—

The facl is that there has been nothing
substantiated in the legislation to prove what
the Government is selting out to do.

The concept of the legislation is that, by amalga-
mation, resources will be used better; however, we
deny that. 1 can prove that concept is a fallacy in
the area of transport. The Government has
suggesied recently that the offices of the Co-
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ordinator General of Transport and of the Com-
missioner of Trapspor! should be amalgamated. A
tremendous amount of rescarch has been carried
out in this arca by independent consultants and
that rescarch has proved that it is far more effec-
tive cost-wise und from the point of view of
administration and decision making to retain the
current structure. However, il onc were to believe
the Government's argument—Lhe socialist’s argu-
menl—amalgamation should take place.

The sccond extract | shall quote from the for-
esters’ report is as follows.—

It must be pointed oul that although Dr
Mulcahy, Dr Shea and Mr Halse have all had
distinguished carcers in scientific rescarch,
none is cxperienced in land management of
public administration.

That is o very strong point against what is taking
place al the present time in respeet of the material
put forward by these three gentlemen, and it is a
valid criticism. Ta continuc:-

Criticisms of the Forests Department’s role
in timber supply planning, of insufficient
lunding in National Purks or of overiap in
lire control are not in themselves reason for
complicaied government restructuring.

It would not take very much thought o realise
that 15 a fuctual statement. A further comment
reads as follows---

The tusk force hus not presented details of
the costs of its proposals.

I madc u point about that at the beginning of my
speech. To continue-

Any major restructuring of Government
will be at the expense of public Munds.

It is obvious that that is the casc.

The next point is one which emerges frequently
in our daily lives and it is about time that the
socialists were aware of it. 1t relates 10 a Turther
comment by the foresters and eoncerns the fact
that the rule today is not that “Big is best™ but
that “Small is beautiful™. The extract recads as
lollows - -

Management  scientists  throughout  the
world are now presenting rescarch which op-
poses increasing the size of organisational
slructures,

That goes without saying, because if people have
an interest in something they make a far more
productive input. The next point is as follows—

In this sttuation, people identify with the
goals und take pride in the achievements of
their organisition. This increases morale, job
satisfaction and productivity.

[ASSEMBLY]

No-one could argue with that. To continue —

This effect will be most traumatic for most
smaller groups who face incorporation into
what will seem (o0 them 10 be a massive
bureaucracy.

That is the thing we want to dismantle. The Oppo-
sition has made a commilment that, when next in
Government, it will have small government not big
government. The next extract is very pertinent and
reads as follows —

There is a risk that if all land management
decisions arc confined to one Department,
conflicting viewpoints or cutlooks will become
suppressed.

That is a very valid point and the Premicr should
answer il. We shall have a group of all-powerful
pcople who will be making decisions without fear
of contradiction and we will not have the advan-
tage of the crossfire that occurs currently.

The advantage of the Cabinct system is that,
from time to time, difTerent points of view are put
lforward and Cabinel makes a decision; it is the
umpire and the finai decider. In this case, we shall
have a powerlul group making those decisions.

I must point out that the foresters’ report was
supplied 10 the member lor Vassc and was part of
the malerial he obtained from the inquiry. The
next extract reads as follows—

The 1IFA stresses the need for land man-
agement agencics 1o operatc on the pro-
fessional, not the political level.

Here we arc putting the political aspect up front in
these considerations. To continue—

Quite apart from the organisational aspects
there is a goad legal reason for not forming a
Commission, and that is the result of the re-
cent High Court decision on the Franklin
River issuc. At thal judgement it was clearly
poinied out thalt Federal Government power
cxplicitly covers corporations and com-
missions, so that a Federal Government could
override State Government policies in the op-
erations of a Commission. The 1.F.A. con-
siders it most unwise to lcave apen this
potential avenue (or conflict.

That does not worry the Government, because it is
in accord with the Federal Government's policy of
dirccting the Statc as it thinks lit. That occurs in
the arca of land rights and elsewhere. To con-
linue—
The foresters find that the proposals put
forward by the review committee have been
totally unproven.

I shall not quote lurther from that report other
than to refer to this final valid comment—
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Finally, the .LF.A. is concerned that any
changes wrought are not only positive but are
long-lasting. Change [lollowed by counter-
change following clection of a new Govern-
menl would be counter-productive to good
land management.

The 1.F.A. thercfore recommends that
change must be gencrally acceptable across
the spectrum of the community and cspecially
to both majoer political partics before they are
implemcnied.

That again is a very valid point. This time of
coursc there is no agreement and obviously Lhe
Government intends 1o push ahead with this
socialist legislation and it will be on its head to
lace up Lo the problems that it brings forward. The
Government is hopelul that by the time the next
clection arrives the many problems cxpected will
not have arisen. The Premicr and also. | think, the
Minister lor Lands and Surveys stated that there
was no other point of view except agreement or
approval from the Depariment of Lands and Sur-
veys. [ have with me a copy of the Surveyor Gen-
eral's reporl dated 29 December 1983 which re-
port went 1o the group which reviewed the amal-
gamation of the MNational Parks Authority. I
reads as [ollows—

[n advocating the amalgamation of organ-
isations such as the Forests Department, the
National Parks Authority, the Wildlife Sec-
tion of the Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife, the Western Australian Herbarium
and clements of other agencies concerned
with management of public lands, it appcars
1o mc that the Task Force may not have had
access 10 Lthe minutes of meetings which were
held prior (o the introduction of the National
Parks Authority Act 1976 and the creation of
the existing Nutional Parks Authority. As
onc of the officers of the day appointed 1o
deliberate on this aspecl together with such
other people us the then Conservator of For-
ests (Mr. B. J. Beggs) the then Chairman of
the Natignal Parks Board (Mr. C. ).
Jenkins), the Director of  Fisheries and
Wildiife (Mr. B. K. Bowen), the then Direc-
tor of Conscrvation and Environment, (Dr. B.
O’Bricn): the then Chairman of the Public
Scrvice Bourd (Mr. R. H. Doig). the then
Director of the W.A. Muscum (Dr. W. D. L.
Ride) uand the then Under Secrelary for
Lands (Mr. F. W. Byficld), the matler was
fully cxplored.

They found in favour ol the isolated approach.
That contradicts the interjections which have been
made.
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Mr Mclver: The Surveyor General is not the
head of the department. The Under Secretary for
Lands had many discussions with the commiitee.
That is only a view he expressed. It is not the view
of the depariment.

Mr Blaikic: He is entitled to his view,

Mr Mclver: Of course he is entitled to it, but it
is not the view of the department.

Mr RUSHTON: Respansible people with very
high reputations—

Mr Mclver: [t was not irresponsible. He was
only cxpressing a personal view which is not the
view of the department. The Under Secretary for
Lands is not Lhe head of the depariment.

Mr RUSHTON: The Minister makes sirange
assumptions.

Mr Mclver: Look who's talking.

Mr RUSHTON: Go on, denigrate people.

Mr Tonkin: You said that, and he is just repeat-
ing what you said. Wha is denigrating whom?

Mr Blaikie: | thought you would be a little more
understanding in regard to Parliament Week.

Mr 1. F. Tavlor: You would havc to be under-
standing.

Mr RUSHTON: | want to conclude by
commenting an the establishment of this organis-
ation.

Mr Mclver: Let me make this point very clear,
and let me say il quite categorically: The Lands
and Surveys Department had a lot ol discussion
before this Bill was brought to this House, was
lully conversant with it, and fully agreed with it. |
cannol make it any plainer than that.

Mr Tonkin: Hear, hear! Good stalement.

Mr RUSHTON: bt isn't sub judice, | hope.

Mr Spriggs: IL probably would use a pick
handle.

Mr RUSHTON: 1t probably would do so. In
canclusion, the Premier has made the peint that 1o
his knowledge and understanding—

Mr Tonkin: You 1alk about denigration of
people.

Mr RUSHTON: —there has not been any es-
Lablishment of this authority and consequently, no
appointments have been made or stationery pur-
chased. The Minister for Lands and Surveys
agreed with him. As a let-out the Premier said,
*To my knowledge™. He happens 10 be the
Premier, and the Chairman of the Cabinet, and
any appointmenis would go before the Cabinct
and obviously he is expected to have an under-
standing, being the Minister in charge of this Bill,
of cxpenditure incurred in the establishment of
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. . offices. stationery., and personnel—everything to

go with the creation ol this new authorily.
Mr Tonkin: More personal abuse.

Mr RUSHTON: Hc is held liable for mislead-
ing the House if that is waking place. Time will tell
if he is misleading the House and, if he is, he
should be responsible und should pay the price for
it

Mr Mclver: | think he was referring to several
agencies which have not been decided by the
Government.

Mr RUSHTON: No, do not get away from
that. Several speakers made the ¢laim that this
Bill cstablishes the authority which has already
been created, and that is an insull 1o the Parlia-
ment.

Mr Pcter Jones: Confirmed this maorning by
people who had done work lor it

Mr RUSHTON: The Premier is denying that
statement, That is what we are interested in. A
commitment has been made which has included
cxpenditure, all in the face of disrespect to this
Parliament—

Mr Peter Jones: You will tetl me next there is
no allocution in the Budget for it. A grecat heap of
moncy has been put into it.

Mr Mclver: | am surc the Premier will reply
ably as he usually docs.

Mr RUSHTON: Hc denicd that anything had
taken place. That confirmed it. So there is no
doubt about it. He has confirmed it 10 the best of
his knowledge. That is his lct-out for that commit-
ment. To the best of his knowledge nothing has
taken place. The member for Gascoyne and, 1
understand, the member for Narrogin have made
the points that 1o the best of their knowledge and
understanding there has been a commitment in the
way of resources for the establishmemt of this
body.

Mr Peter Jones: People have been seconded and
have been working on it for a very lang time.

Mr RUSHTON: It is really flying in the face of
Parliament and authority. 1€ we go on like this we
will be a bunanu republic befare we know where
we arc.

Mr Blaikic: One af the things that might con-
cern the QOpposition is the Government’s South
West Development Authority legislation.

Mr Pecier Jones: 1L did the same with that.

Mr RUSHTON: A body had been structured
and operating for some 12 months prior to the
legislation coming before the Parliament. The
thing that really worrics me is that there is no
provision—

[ASSEMBLY]

Mr Tonkin: What really worries me is that 10
minules ago you said, “in conclusion™.

Mr RUSHTON: Wc arc allowed only 30 min-
utes by the Government. The Gavernment controls
our speaking time.

Mr Tonkin: No. | don’t. The Housc decided
that,

Mr Gordon Hill: You control your own time.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr | F. Taylor):
Order, please!

Mr Tonkin: You should have becn the lead
speaker and then you would have had unlimited
time. It is your own fault.

Mr Pcter Jones: The problem with that is that
he would have used all of it.

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order, plcase!

Mr RUSHTON: The interjections by the Min-
ister who is responsible for many things, including
the clectoraie fiddle that is currently 1aking
place—

Mr Tonkin: Electorate fiddie! You should talk
about thal. You drew the line to save your scat.
You cheat! That is the only reason you are here.

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!

Mr Tonkin: If you didn"t cheat you would not
be herc.

Mr RUSHTON: That is very good language.
Mr Acting Speaker, | noticed that you were smil-
ing about it. If you think the use of words like
*cheat™ are—

Mr Tonkin: You should not have done it.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr 1. F. Taylor):
The member for Dale will address himself to the
matter before the Chair.

Mr RUSHTON: We should concern ourselves
with people who use words like “cheat” which was
used by the Leader of the House.

The ACTING SPEAKER: The member for
Dale will address himself to the matter before the
Chair and the lLeader of the House will refrain
from interjecting.

Mr RUSHTON: [t is a situation that has been
accepied under this Goverament. | return to my
main point: | made the claim that this legislation
should not continue until such time as other legis-
lation which might follow from the review of land
planning and town planning malters is before the
Housc. 11 is a serious matier that we should put in
place legislation that will centralise control over
one of our most valuable resources—land. The
first steps which have been taken in the socialist
countries involve the control of land. It happened
here under the Whitlam Government  which
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sought (o convert land ownership and title to
lcaschold.

In other countrics, we have seen the socialists
taking over control of the people by socialising
their land—taking the title 1o land from individ-
uals. We see this Bill as a step in that direction,
and 1 strongly opposc the Bill,

MR TUBBY (Greenough) [4.01 p.m.]: Along
with my colleagues in the Oppositien, 1 indicate
that | oppose this Bill very strongly.

Mr Tonkin: Don't you like progress?

Mr TUBBY: 1 ceriainly like progress, it is a
great thing; but | do not consider this Bill to be
progress as far us country people are concerned.

My colleague, the member for Vasse, very ably
outlined the problems as he sees them. | compli-
ment him on the contribution he made. However, |
do not congratulate the Government for the con-
sideration it gave to local government in calling
for submissions.

Mr Tonkin: We have the best Minister for Lo-
cal Governmenl this State has ever scen.

Mr TUBBY: | am not criticisng the Minister
for Local Government; 1 am criticising the
Prcmier in his calling for submissions from local
government and the timing of that request over
the period when locul government is complelely
disorganised during the Christmas break. The re-
quest for submissions went out too latc lor the
Dccember mectings; and it was necessary (o put in
submissions in February. That is the time of the
year that most local government operations are at
a low cbb, with most of the sisff away on holidays
and most country people taking the opportunity 10
go away. |t was an inopportune time 10 request
information in rclation to a matier that was so
important to country people. That only goes 10
show the lack of consideration by the Government
for the problems of local government in respect of
compiling information ul that time of the year.

| can see a definite conflict between the devel-
opment of resources and the conservation of the
envirgnment. Here we have two highly specialised
groups, cach capable of managing its own area of
interest in a speciabised way and giving utmost
consideration 1o decisions before development
tukes place.

| can speak as o member of the farming com-
munily becausc | have been involved in the man-
agement of lund lfer my whole life, with the excep-
tion of the few yeurs | have been in politics. 1 can
understand the concern of landholders, and par-
ticularly members of the farming community,
about the body 10 be set up and controlled by the
Government. | have special concern for the ap-
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pointments 10 be made by the Government to the
new depariments,

Mr Acting Speaker (Mr 1. F. Taylor}, you
would realise the problems of farmers in respect of
land management, because of your involvement
wilth the Select Commiltee inquiring into rural
hardship. Farmers have cxperienced devastating
years, with a resultant poor financial situation,
and they have had to treal land not in the way
they would desire, but in the way they are forced
to treat it to give the maximum relurn to get
themselves out of their difficuli financial positions.
In most cases, it has not given them pleasure to do
that; but they have been forced into that situation
in an endeavour 1o increasc Lheir incomes. That is
a considerable worry (o them; and it is difficult 10
know what to expect in the years 1o come. We
hope that the economics of farming will be such
that farmers will be able to farm their land and
treat it as they did in the past. They have the
desire to do so in the future.

1 have a very large natiopal park in my elector-
atc—the 380000 acres of the Kalbarri National
Park. The park rangers at Kalbarri arc highly
trained men who are proud of the fact that they
are part of the control of the national park. They
are canscious of the necd for the conservaiion of
flora and fauna, and the need for general land
management within the park.

To give some idca of the response of this
Government to letters and statements, | will read
from a letter sent to the Premier by the WA
National Parks & Reserves Association (Inc.) as
follows—

Dear Mr Burke,

re: proposed Conservation and Land Manage-
ment Department.

This Associatian views with great concern the
planned dismemberment of the State’s very
cffective wildlife conservation agency, and
the dismantling of National Park manage-
ment, The absorption of both these conser-
vation elements into a large agglomeration
which will include tree harvesting and catch-
ment manipulation is NOT rational.

AN UNPROYEN STEP
The new Depariment—

Will have multiple lunctions with dissimi-
lar atms, which—

resultin conflicting arguments and

competing financial and staff resource
needs.

Efficient rationalisation is pol possible under
such circumstances.
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Such ugglomerations have been contemplated
and tried clsewhere in Australia, and found 10
be incflective.

cg.

QId: the long-standing government has
tried o varicty of options; it finally
separated forestry and conservation
management after a bricf marriage.

Tas: Similar proposal aboried because of
strong public reaction.

Vie; new mega-agglomeration alrcady
showing signs of strain.

Canadu: pravincial experience in com-
bining timber and natlure conservation
has not served conservation well, and
public concern is cvident.

FORESTRY DOMINATION

An cxamination of stafl listings shows that
agglomeration will result in—

Forcsts Department providing about 75
per cent of scnior stafl.

Farests Department providing nearly 90
per cent of total staff.
This will result in the swamping of pro-
lessionul biologicul stafl in existing conser-
vation agencics by over-classified foresters.
Domination by foresters  has  already
commenced in the interim absorption ar-
rangements, as indicated in the newsletier
“Indal™ (May 1984)
In supporting its case. the association said—

PROVEN EFFECTIVENESS
The Swate’s Wildlife management agency has
proved its effectivencss. It is regarded as
having the best record in Australia,

it hus already achieved effective inter-
apency co-operation, for example the
highly successful systemaltic biclogical
surveys in the Kimberley, Goldficlds
and desert regions
it has already achieved inter-state co-
aperation in various projecls, cg the
sult walter crocodile survey
it has successfulty secured a varicty of
Commonwcealth grants for  specific
projects o supplement State funding
it has pioncered public participation in
WA in the preparation of manage-
ment phans

Mr Troy interjected.

Mr TUBBY: That is referring 1o those bodies in
other States | mentioned previously.

[ASSEMBLY]

To continue—

Merging of this kindred agency with the
proven capabilities and skills of the existing
wildlifc management agency is considered Lo
be a natural first step. Certainly it would lead
10 a more homogenous union than involve-
ment with productiion forestry.

The document concludes as follows—

Rationalisation of federal funding for
Australia-wide National Park and Wildlile
administration would be more clfective than
forced discordant amalgamations.

A very strong case is pul there 10 the Government,
and il Jocal government had had the opportunity,
i1, too, would have pui forward very strong sub-
missions. However, when | consider what has
happened 1o the submissions put forward by the
National Parks and Reserves Association, | pre-
sume any submissions from local government
would have been treated in a similar way.

The Bill will have devastating long-term
conscquences for land management in this State.
The Bill is introduced at a very inopportune time
so far as a big percenage of the State is con-
cerned, particularly the agricultural areas. | op-
pose the Bill.

MR CRANE (Moore)} [4.12 p.m.]: | rise 10 ex-
press my concern at certain aspects of this legis-
lation. | notice that in the sccond reading debate
the Minister said—

The task force made recommendations in
three main arcas. Firsily, the task force,
recognising that a prerequisite to proper land
management was wise land use,

I am surc you, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr 1. F.
Taylor) would agrec that recently in our investi-
gations we saw many cascs where that is so. There
must be proper land usc. but | do not believe this
legislation, as | interpret it, will help in any way at
all, Proper land use depends in the first instance
on what the land was allocaidd lor. IT it was rural
land, proper land use would depend on the person
farming it, the economics of the day. the farmer’s
ability, and the ability of the fand 10 produce.

We know for a fact that many arcas of land
which have been opened up in the last 20 years
contain pockets which should not have been
clecared and used for agricultural purposes. Per-
haps an instrumentality such as is envisaged in
this legislation may comec up with some wise
answers as to how we can extract ourselves Trom
the problems that have been ereated. Referring to
my own clectorate, il onc looks west of Koojan,
onc finds decp banksia sands which, 10 coin an old
phrase, would not feed a rabbit, and should never
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have been cleared for agricultural purposes. To
take it out of preduction and away from the farm
would require o tremendous amount of money be-
cause it has been bought and it is owned. What
instrumentality would ever have sufficient funds
to do that? | hope when allocations arc made in
future that such little arcas will be taken into
accounl.

I express my concern also that no consideration
has been given 1o local government in this legis-
lation. Any members who have been here for a
long time, particularly those representing country
arcas, know that land use and land itself is the
very heart of locat authorities. They are very con-
cerned for it. and thosc in local government
virtwally have 10 aceept the responsibility for what
happens in their arcas. 1 point out that one-third
of the Shirc of Dandaragan is taken up with
national parks or reserves, or whatever, and the
shirc receives very hinle revenue from that land.
We have made many approaches 1o have other
arcas released, which are suitable for agriculture,
but we have been unable to persuade the
authoritics who manage this land at the moment.

Now | find. and | am surc about this, that the
amalgamation of the present bodies—it involves
the repeal of the Forests Act. the National Parks
Authority Act, and conseguential amendments o
the Wildlife Conservation Act—will lead 1o their
being welded into one bureaucratic monsier, as it
were. | am concerned that when somcone wants
something rom the monster, there will be no room
for movement because it will be bureaucratically
constipated. When that happens there is no mave-
ment at all.

The fact that local government will have no say
and will make no contribution is of great concern.
It is the most important level of government be-
cause il is closest to the people.l cannot under-
stand why this Government, which has claimed (o
be the champion of local government over the last
couple of years, and has been most outspoken on
this matter, should suddenly find that it does not
want local government to make a contribution or
to be responsible in any way.

When one looks at the diagram on page 857 of
Hansard—1 understand there is an amendment to
the diagram—one sees there is a direct line rom
the Minister 10 the executive director, That means
this lcgislution—and | hate to use this ex-
pression—is socialist legislation because it gives
complele power to the Minister. The Minister of
the day und the Government of the day can force
their will on the whole of the Siate. 1 am quite
convinced some Governments will be only oo
happy 10 do tha
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This is a very dangerous part of the legislation.
We do not have the sccurity of local government
o stand behind. We do not have Lhe wisdom of the
Conservator of Forests who is acting only in an
advisory capacity and who has no 1ecth at all.
Who is there 10 protect our land from what the
Minister wants to do”? We must be very careful in
any legislation to insert the necessary safeguards.
Those safeguards have been very cleverly removed
from this legislation, and on that count 1 must
oppose it.

Last cvening, the member lor Kalanning-Roe
spoke aboul the concern of the fishing industry.
This Bill is dcsigned Lo achieve three main
objectives. The first is 10 cnsure the sccurity of
tenure and the purposc of lands reserved for
nature reserves, and national and marine parks.
The fishing industry makes a very valuable contri-
bution to Western Australia, as do other forms of
primary industry in this State. The fishing indus-
try contributes about $100 million to this Siate.
Fishermen are always concerned that good fishing
grounds may be earmarked or looked at, and
threatened to be turned into marine parks. This
could easily happen with a Government or a Min-
ister who was prepared to be swayed by public
opinion.

We know Lhe dangers of the vociferous min-
ority. We saw that recently when Farrington road
was [orcibly redesigned in another area because a
few pcople who suddenly decided they wanted o
climb trees and run around with placards were
able 10 convince the Government—a nervous
Government—that it was nol elected to govern in
its own right but to do what the minority wanted.

Mr Burkett: What about the situation under a
previous Government when companies wanted to
mine the whole of Herdsman Lake? Was thal a
nervous Government responding?

Mr CRANE: No, it was the same situation and
the lake should not be mined. | would agree with
the member for Scarborough entirely; there is no
way in the world that I wanted that 1o happen.

Mr Burkctt: Thank you very much,

Mr CRANE: However, it did not happen and
that is an imporiant point. It is dangecrous Lhat
such powers should be put into the hands of the
Minister without a useable contribution [rom the
people who have experience, such as those officers
in the Forcsts Department.

My electorate includes the forest areas around
Yanchep and | have respect for the way in which
the Forests Department has handled its responsi-
bility. | believe that the experience and the capa-
bility it has demonstrated should be used and not
overridden as it is in this legislation. | would hope
that the Government will accept some amend-
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ments 1o this legislation and improve it and take
away the dangers which | see are so blatantly
cxposcd.

As | said carlier, marine parks and reserves and
the fishing industry are both important to this
State. Itis difficult for primary industry to make a
living and contribule 1o the welfare of the Siate
without any interference from those people who
show very little responsibility, but who become
cmotionally involved. As an cxample, the person
who commenced the training of the dolphins at
Auantis Marine Park is endeavouring to establish
a marine park in the Eastern States, but because
of operation jonah say that the dolphins should not
be trained-—the vociferous minority-—some people
are endeavouring 10 stop the cstablishment of a
marine park which would be of the same benefit to
Victoria as Atlantis is 10 Western Australia.
Nearly one miMlion (owrists have gone through
Atlantis and if these people are successful in stop-
ping the cstablishment of a marine park in the
Eastern States, the next thing we will know is Lhat
pressure will be brought to bear to close a tourist
facility which is enjoyed by many. We know that
the same people arc trying to do a similar thing in
regard 1o circuses. That is what | am concerned
about.

The Minister. who has total responsibility under
this Bill, may get cold feet because a few people go
around with a lot of placards and make a lot of
noisc. Some politicians would sell their grand-

mother if they thought it would get them a vote.

That is where the danger lics with this type of
legislation, if the authorities which have been
operating for a long time and have a wealth of
experience on which to draw arc not given suf-
ficient responsibility.

Et is for these reasons that | express my concern
today. The fact is that the avthorities which have,
on the whole, been carrying out a very responsible
job Tor a long time could have been shored up a
little and rounded off at the corners where it was
thought there was need for improvement.

Local government. which is the greatest govern-
ment we have and which is the government ciosest
to the people, has been ignored, and it has a
tremendous contribution o make. it has some-
thing o1 stake becawse it is where the action is.

I hope the Government will lake the Oppo-
sition’s comments on board. My commenis have
nol been made purely on the basis of criticism
because | am sitting on this side of the House. | do
not believe that | can be accused of doing that. |
have often supported the Government in what it
has been endeavouring 1o do.

[ASSEMBLY]

However, I feel there is room for improvement
and a neced Lo include the safeguards that we re-
quire. If the Government must go ahcad with
some form of legislation, let it be workable legis-
lation and let it do what it is intended 10 do. I
must be accepted by the majority of people in
Western Australia, and it should not hinder the
people who already have difficultics 10 overcome.

MR STEPHENS (Stirling) [4.25 p.m.]: | would
like 10 indicate the National Party’s point of view
with respect to this Icgislation. It is not my inten-
iion to cover the ground which has been covered
by previous speakers.

It is important that we protect our environment
1o prevent any further degradation, and it is even
necessary to have ways and mcans of
implementing measures for regeneration in order
10 overcome the problems which have already oc-
curred. One only needs 10 travel around our State
to realise how serious the problem has become.
Perhaps it is mare noticeable in the agricultural
areas, bul it is serious and it will take millions of
dollars, or even billions of dollars, to correct, in a
minor way, some of the problems we have created
for oursclves by the way in which this country has
been handled over the last 150 years.

1 am not being unduly critical of our forebears
because what they did was done in ignorance.
They did not realise the consequences that would
follow the actions they took.

I have grave doubts 1hat the Bill before the
House will enable us to do anything 10 imprave the
present situation. | am not suggesting that it will
make i1 worse, but it will not improve our ability
1o control the present situation.

Why go to all this trouble 1o change the existing
management system? It appears that the Govern-
ment, in a burcaucratic way, is more concerncd
about the management of managers than about
managing the environment and protecting our re- -~
sources; il is more concerned about the manage-
menl of managers than cnsuring that the job is
being done.

I acknowledge that with our vast arca and lim-
ited population it is obvious we have limited
financial resources. Therefore, it is imperative that
we obtain the maximum utilisation ol personnel
and of the scientific disciplines that are necessary
to adequately manage our environment.

I do not believe that by creating a new depart-
ment the problems of personnel and finance will
be overcome. We have the opportunity to perhaps
finc Lune existing legislation and by passing minor
amendments 10 the existing administration of it, it
will more adequately achieve what we all desire,
and we will not create a new monstrosity.
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| cannol sce uny reason that we should dispense
with the Forests Department. It is doing its job
adequately.

1 accept that taking the wildlife authority from
the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife will
have some benefits in that a Nationa) Parks and
Nature Conscrvition Authority will be created. |
aceept that. and | aiso acknowledge that the pro-
vision has been mude for marine parks and re-
serves. 1L was in 1974, when | was a Minister, that
I introduced an amendment to the Fisheries Act
which made a provision for aquatic reserves.

Mr Tonkin: You did not do anything to the
Denmark water supply.

Mr STEPHENS: The Minister has been read-
ing the misinformution which a certain local paper
put out, becuusc in’ 1974 there was no prablem
with the Denmark water supply. In fact in 1974 |
was pursuing a policy of trying to have a dam put
on the Denmark River as a source for the lower
great southern region water supply. That gives the
lie to the article which appeared in the editorial of

the Atbany Advertiser. | do not think this is the

appropriate time Lo debate the misinformation
which unfortunalely comes through the Albany
Advertiser. Whether Lhere is political bias 1 do not
know, but many people in the arca are beginning
to suspect there is.

Mr Tonkin: In favour of us or the Liberals?

Mr STEPHENS: However, | have taken action
to correct that misinformation.

Mr Tonkin: Send me a capy of your reply, will
you?

Mr STEPHENS: Ycs, | will do that.
Mr Jamicson interjected.

Mr STEPHENS: | do not intend 1o reply to
that. | realise thut at hall past lour we usuvally 1ake
private members® business. 1 have only a few com-
ments 10 make. | was referring to the marine parks
and reserves, and including them within the
National Parks and Nuture Conservation Auth-
ority. If they are to be managed adequately, some
scientific disciplines will be necessary. The same
disciplines will be necessary in the Department of
Fisherics and Wildlife. Bearing that in mind, I can
sce no reason thut we should not retain the present
Forests Department, the National Parks and
Wildlife Authority. und retain a fisherics depart-
ment, but have them all responsible 10 the same
Minister. Through u mechanism of liaison, per-
haps at director level, it would be quite possible 1o
minimise the personnel, make the best use of the
scientific knowledge available and do the jab in 2
better way than that proposed by this legisiation.
(57

1793

For that reasen the National Party opposes the
legistation.

Debate adjourned. on motion by Mr Brian
Burke (Premicer).

ELECTORAL: CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
Appointment: Censure Motion

MR HASSELL (Cottesloe—Leader of the Op-
position) [4.34 p.m.]: | move—

That the Premicr and Government of the
State be censured for the appoiniment of Dr
Dennis Rumiey as Chicf Electoral Officer of
the Statc by reason that such appointment
was unwarranted, unnecessary, not justified,
and politically motivated, and represents an
appalling political interference with the inde-
pendence and integrity of the Public Service
and the electgral system of the State.

It will be ¢clear, Mr Deputy Speaker, from the
terms of the censure motion, that the Opposition is
extremely concerned about this issue, and in par-
ticular about 1the appointment of Dr Rumley. We
would not be moving such a metion il we were not
concerned about the issue in a serious way.

We have seen a number of appoiniments of a
political or partisan nature made by this Govern-
ment. Some of them have been more open, some
have been criticised publicly, and some have been
accepted without commeni, even though they were
clearly political. I refer to such appointments as
the Chairman ol the Lotteries Commission, the
Chairman of the Greyhound Racing Control
Board, and the Chairman of the Metropotitan Re-
gion Planning Authority, none of which attracted
any commenis from the Opposition, despite the
very clear political nature of those appoiniments.

But this appointment is one of a different
character from any of those which preceded it
This is one which goes to the very heart of the
operations, not only of the Public Service, but of
the system of Government departments. It is one
which goes to the very question of what sort of
Public Service we will have in this State in the
future.

I want to make a brief statement at the outset
of moving this motion aboul our attitude to the
Public Service and the nawre of it. 1 think that is
the only fair way to put forth the basis upon which
we judge these matters.

We have seen dramatic changes made 1o the
Public Service of this State in the 19 months of the
existence of the Burke Government. Those
changes include a very significant pay cut dirccted
10 senior public servants and other public officers.
It was a selective pay cut, and it was unpre-
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cedented in its nature, apart from comparisons
with the darkest days of the Depression.

We have scen the introduction of a significant
system of political advisers to Ministers, people
appointed because of their political commitments
to the Labor Party. There has been no dispute that
that is a basic lact of the position. At the last
count lhe Premier acknowledged that there were
35 of those politicul appointments in the nature of
political advisers.

Mr Pearce: That is untruc.

Mr HASSELL: | am tclling members the fig-
ures which the Premicr himself gave me in a letter
in answer to a guestion,

Mr Pearce: He did not say there were 35 people
appointed because of their political affiliation with
the ALP. That is what you are inferring,.

Mr Clarko: You spoil your argument when you
say “infer™.
Scveral members interjectied.

Mr HASSELL: I am surc there will be morc,
but there are 35 acknowledged by the Premier; 35
political appointees on the taxpayers’ payroll, in-
cluding the State President of the Labor Party and
the State Vice President of the Labor Party. Thal
system has been established within the 19 months
of this Government.

I[n addition to that, a third aspect of change has
been political appointments (o Lthe Public Service.
The appointment we are taiking about today, the
appointmenl which is the subject of the censure
motion, is not the first. We could refer 1o others,
and onc of them. ol course, is Mr Lloyd.

Fourthly., we scc the proposals for a major
restructuring of Government departments in re-
lation to their functions and futures and the num-
bers of people cmployed.

Those arc the lour arcas of significant change
which have been scen under the present
Govenment. Quite clearly, the Opposition is not
opposed to change where it is demonstrably lor
improvement and lor the benefit of all Western
Australians. There is no doubt that Government
assets can  be  betler managed and  better
employed., especially where Government assets are
not required for the proper functions of Govern-
ment and are transferred to the private seclor,
where the Government is not sceking to involve
itsell in private sector busincss activities. There is
scope 1o improve the efficiency and cost effective-
ness of Government operations by translerring
them Lo the privale secior.

These arc really policies of privatisation which |

have spelt out at Liberal Party State Conferences
as Lhe basis of development of our policies during
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the year. When the Government announced a few
days aga that it was to restructure the Public
Works Department to reduce Governmenl oper-
ations in an arca capable of being carricd out in
the private sector, it received our suppert for that
change, subject 10 qualifications rclating to man-
power and the treatment of people affected.

However the Opposition is tolally opposed to
the politicising of the Public Service. We believe
in certain basic principles which remain critical to
the effective administration of the Goavernment of
Western Australia.

We must have a Public Scrvice which is impar-
tial. It must be impartial in terms of its placement
rclative to the. Government of the day, whatever
political colour that Government may be.

Secondly, the duty of the Public Service is Lo
advise the Government of the day and ensure the
cffective implementation of Governmenl policy.
That advice includes advice as 1o the impact of
Government policy: it includes advice as to other
options and the good and bad sides of the im-
plementation of such options. Once the decision
has been made by the Government, the Public
Service has an obligation 10 implement it, and we
are of the belief that an impartial Public Service is
the best body to do that.

Thirdly, we must have a Public Service free
from political appointments.

Fourthly, there should be no party-political ad-
visers on the public payroll. If the Government of
the day wants to have party-political advisers they
should be in the realm of the party; they should be
cmployed by the party; they should not be paid for
by the taxpayer: they should not be involved in
ministerial offices; they should not sland between
the Minister and Lhe depariment ar between the
Minister and the pubtic. There is no place lor that
type of operation within our system.

Fifthly, notwithstanding those comments, it
should be apen to the Government 1o make outside
appointments on occasions when appropriate 1o
the Public Service and to exchange personnel be-
iween the Public Service and the privale seclor on
the basis of merit, nced, and justifiability in terms
of good administration, cfficiency, and modernity
in Government.

It should be open to the Government to scck
outside’ independent advice based on expertise, not
based on political alignment or political aflfiliation.
All of these arcas should be open 10 the Govern-
ment.

There are needs for other changes in the Public
Service in lerms of the way it operates, but those
nceds are better put aside for a debate on another
occasion on that specific issue. That basically is
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our position and the point from which we come 10
judge the issue that we have raised by way of a
censure motion,

I turn now, having given that backdrop of our
position, to the position of the Chicf Electoral
Officer. What is the duty of the Chief Electoral
Officer and what is his position? The starting
point is the Electoral Act. It provides in section 5
that—

5. (1) The Governor may, from time to
time. appoint a4 Chicf Electoral Officer who
shall. under the Minister, be charged with the
administration of this Act.

That is the simple proposition that is contained in
the legislation. The elements arc that the appoint-
ments are made by the Governor. Under the Pub-
lic Service Act the Governor is required to be
advised because this is a permanent head position
under the Public Service Board.

We all know. cven anyone who knows even the
rudiments of the constitutional system. thal ap-
pointments made by the Governor are made on the
advice of the Executive Council and that the mem-
bers of the Exccutive Council arc the members of
the Cabinct and comprisc the Government of the
day.

Mr Davies: Plus the Governor.

Mr HASSELL: | am not sure whether that is
correct. |s the Governor a member of the Execu-
tive Council?

Mr Davies: | think he is.
Mr Bryce: The Governor-in-Council.

Mr HASSELL: Leaving aside the technicalitics
ol ihe appointment made by the Governor, in
substance it is an appointment made by the
Government of the day.

Under section 5 of the Electoral Act in practical
terms it is the Government which appoints the
Chiel Electoral Officer and it is the Chief Elec-
toral Officer who, subject o the Minis-
ter—although the Act specifically says, “under
the Minister”™ not, “subject 1o the Minis-
ter"—administers the Electoral Act. That basic
structural proposition has been questioned. It has
been questioned by the ALP itsclf with its pro-
posals for the establishment of an clectoral com-
mission, and | intend o refer to that matter later.

| wish to put on record the basis of what we are
talking about. The Chief Electoral Officer is
appointed by the Governor Lo administer the Elec-
toral Act. That is his duty. He has an cverall and
very special duty in relation to the conduct of
clections, the issuc of writs, the organisation of
polling booths, the collection of votes, the appoint-
ment of returning officers, the appointment of
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officers to conduct the poll, the counting of the
vote, the returns, the completion of the election,
and cverything to do with the election, including
the printing of the ballot papers, their distribution,
the appaintment of mobile ballot booths and all
the administrative work of the election, both in the
lcad-up 10 an election and in the conduct of an
election.

In addition he is responsible for the mainten-
ance of the rolls, the collection of names of those
who are going 1o be entitled to vote at an clection,
He must be an efficient administrator of a depart-
ment which has very clearly deflined and specified
tasks to perform. He has a very specific definition
of duties spell out in this Act, unlike other depart-
ments which have a broader scope for administrat-
ive definition of the job. The scope of the job of
the Chief Electoral Officer is very clearly defined
by the legislation and there is little doubt that the
Public Service job description would be one of the
shartest in the Public Service syslem, because it is’
so clearly confined to the Elecloral Act itself.

One vitally and critically important requirement
of the Chiefl Electoral Officer’s duties is to be an
objcclive and impartial decision-maker on matiers
of discretion. Some of those matters of discretion
determinc the outcome of an clection, the outcome
of the holding or non-holding of a seat in Parlia-
ment, the loss or gain of a member, the fate of a
Government; for example, determining the val-
idity or invalidity of a vote. It is the Chief Elec-
toral Officer who has established guidelines for his
rcturning officers on that question, It is the Chief
Electoral Officer who sometimes has 10 sit in
judgment on a single vate which is disputed. That
is the height of the order of impartiality which is
required of him. He has to deal with complaints
made in the course of an clection, sometimes made
in the heat of the moment, about minor inlringe-
menls by candidates of one partly or another. He
has to make a judgment as to whether they are
worlthy of prosecution under very serious pro-
visions of this Act relating to the eligibility of a
candidate.

He has to determine issucs which, as 1 have
said, determine the fate of a Government. | have
sat in his oflfice during tense moments after a
State election when such issues were being deter-
mined in refation 1o the absent votes of the mem-
ber for Dale. | have been there with other scruti-
neers from various parties seeing determinations
made by a Chicf Electoral Officer.

1t is thercfore of eritical importance to everyone
involved in the political system that the man who
is the Chicf Electoral Officer should have the trust
of all sides in the system.
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Hc has no dutics under this Act or in his duty
statement Lo plan models of or 10 restructure the
electoral system: he has no role as an innovator of
ncw or diffcrent clectoral systems: that is not his
job at all. His job is 10 administer the law that
determines who sits on cach side of the House and
whether certain persons shall be in this House. His
duty is 10 administer a department the prime re-
sponsibility of which is to gather the votes of the
pecopic of the Siate and to cnsure those voles are
cast, recorded, counted, and distributed as
required.

Mr Tonkin: And under your Government,
100 000 people were nat on the rolls.

Mr HASSELL: It is vital to the system of
Government we know that that duty should be
carricd out by a man with the dedication and
commitmeni of total impartiality which everyone
in the community from all sides of politics is
entitled to expect.

Mr Pearce: No-onc disagrees with that.

Mr HASSELL: 1 am glad to hecar the Minister
say that.

Mr Pcarce: Of course we accept that to be the
case.

Mr HASSELL: To underline the point that this
is a very special appointment, a very special
position, the Electoral Act itsell contains a pro-
vision rclating 10 it. and that is scction 16, which
rcads as follows—

{1) No candidate. and no person holding any
official position in connection with any
political organisation or eleclion com-
mittee, shall be appointed an officer
under this Act.

(2) If any such officcr knowingly becomes a
candidate, or is clected, appointed, or
otherwise becomes an official of any paol-
itical organisation or clection committee,
he shall be deemed to have vacated the
office held by him under this Act, and
some other person shall be appointed in
his stead.

Notice that the words used in section 16(1) do not
refer to a person’s being a member of a political
party, but rather to o person’s being a member of
a political organisation. The significance will be-
come clear when we come to consider the precise
position of Dr Rumlcy.

Mr . F. Taylor: Is it defined in the Act?

Mr HASSELL: “Political organisation™ is not
defined in the Act. It has 1o be given its ordinary
meaning according to what ordinary people would
judge it 1o be. That is how a court would deter-
mine it in the cvent of & casc coming before it.
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The provisions of section 16 underline the foun-
dation which | carefully laid in opening this de-
bate as 10 the position of the Chief Electoral
Officer.

It is not a position which can be equated with
other deparumental heads. 11 is one which requires
the independence of a person such as the Com-
missioner of Police, the Solicitor General and one
or two others. It is a position which reguires a man
who has the capacity, the wili, and the commit-
ment 1o be prepared on occasions to stand up to
his Minister and ta politicians and to make de-
cisions in the heat of an clection, in the heat of a
contest, decisions which will determine the out-
come and livelihood not only of individual mem-
bers, bul also of Governments themselves. It is not
a position which can be treated as if it were some-
thing that came and went like the headship of a
minor department. It is far too important for that.

It is on that basis that the Opposition has taken
such a very firm line as it does now in questioning
the appoiniment that has been made. It is not lor
us to come in here and to seck to question the
professionalism of Dr Rumley. | have known him
for some years and | have nothing to say about his
professionalism as a lecturer at the university or
about the studies he has made, the work he has
done or the electoral models he has created; those
are matters for him and the University of Weslern
Australia.

Mr Pearce: If you have known him for some
years, you know him a lot better than docs the
Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Reform,
who does not know him at all.

Mr Tonkin: ] have met him.
Mr HASSELL: That is my position, 100,

Mr Pearce: You said that you had known him
for a number of years.

Mr HASSELL: Perhaps | should have said that
1 had known of him for a number of years.

Mr Pearce: That is a big diflerence.

Mr HASSELL: |1 make that qualification. But
my association with him will become quite clear.

Mr Pearce: The thrust of your argument is that
his is fundamentally a political appeiniment. That
is not true and it seems you know the gentleman a
lot better than the Minister dogs.

Mr HASSELL: | repeat: 1 am not in any way
questioning Dr Rumley’s professional competence
at the University of Western Australian in relation
to any of his work, any of his academic work, any
of his degrees, any of the studies he has made or
any of the papers hc has written. The question |
raisc now is a question in relation to his appoint-
ment as the Chiel Electoral Officer of the State of
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Westera Austradia and in relation to his capacities
and attitudes in that regard which are relevant
because ol the issues which arise as 1 have outlined
them and on the basis | have outlined them.

I am aware that Or Rumley regards our elec-
toral sysiem as biased. That is his view; he is
eatitled 1o live with that view.

Mr Tonkin: tHe would be dishonest if he didn’t
say it.

Mr HASSELL.: But it is a view which is politi-
cully contentiows and certainly not accepied by
members on this side of the House or many people
in WA who rcgard the system of the weighting of
votes in this State as a legitimate means by which
10 cnsure fair representation in this Parlizment.
But he doces not use the word “weighting™; he uscs
the word “bias™.

Mr Tonkin: He uses it in a technical sense.

Mr HASSELL: He has vsed it on a number of
occasions. | do not see the definition.

Mr Tonkin: The definition is in the papers and
the definition is one used throughout the world by
political scicntists and geographers.

Mr HASSELL: In the sccond senience of one of
his pupers the following can be found—

It is shown that electoral law in Western
Australia contributes o clectoral bias.

Mr Tonkin: He would be dishonest not 10 say
that.

Mr HASSELL: That is the Minister’s one-sided
view,

Mr Tonkin: B is the view of any reasonable
person.

Mr Court: Arc you reasonable?

Mr §. F. Taylor: How can you jusiily 90 years
of bias?

Mr Clarko: But whan is bias?

Mr HASSELL: In a later stage of the same
paper he refers to a “population bias™ and he gocs
on to say that there was or was not bias in favour
of various political parties. He refers to bias
against the ALP and says—

This bias is of course exaggerated ar the
Council level with the ALP gaining four in-
stead of seven seats. and the Country Party
gaining three scats instead of one seat, and
the Liberals gaining ninc instead of cight
scils,

That is a political comment—a very political com-
ment.

Mr Tonkin: He is a political geographer.

Mr HASSELL: It is a contentious comment.

Mr Pearce: He is an academic.,
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Mr HASSELL: Indced, he is an academic, and
he is saying what he believes to be the outcome of
his research—his view.

Mr Pcarce: Arc you against academics?

Mr HASSELL: | am not against academics. |
tried 10 make that point clear. in the simplest of
terms, before | started to deal wilh this aspect.
What | am trying to say is that he has a particular
view of Lhe political situation and of the system
that he is being asked 10 administer, not on behalf
of the Government of the State, butl on behall of
all the people of the State, including a significant
proportion of people who do not agree with that
vicw ak all and regard his comments as politically
biased, even if thcy are not parly-politically
biased.

As | said previously, it is not part of the duties
of the Chiel Electoral Officer to be a judge of the
system, Or to creatc a new system, or to have a
predetermined view about the system which he
operales.

Mr Pearce: Does that mean when the Public
Service Board intervicws a candidate it should ask
his views on political problems in Western
Australia, and should choose only someone who
supports the status quo’?

Mr HASSELL: In answer to that question, |
say this, and it goes to the question of the Public
Service which | tried to explain before: The Public
Service of this State has a clearly cstablished
system of impartiality and neutrality on those
questions. No-onc can deny that individual public
servants have a particular vicw on dilferent issues,
but the whole of the system is directed 10 ensure
that in the administration of the laws of the State,
and the policies of the Government of the day,
they should carry out the law and those policies
with the impartiality and neutrality which the
system requires. The very point that we are mak-
ing by this censure motion, in relation to the
position of the Chief Electoral Officer. is that it is
quitc wrong to bring in a2 man from outside—a
man who has a clearly established and | would say
a biased political view—to operate the system.
Not only does he have a view with which | dis-
agree, but also—

Mr Bryce: Anyone who does not agrec with you
is biased.

Mr HASSELL: —he has a very publicly estab-
lished view about this system. He has a very estab-
lished view that he wants to change the sysiem,
and it just so happens that his view is totally in
line with the view of the present Minister, who has
been trying 1o fiddie all the clectoral laws of this
State ever since he 1ook office.
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Let us go u little further in relation to Dr
Dennis Rumley’s views on matters, because when
talking about the office of the Chief Electoral
Officer, it is relevant 10 know, when bringing
somcone in from outside, what kind ol political
attitudes he might have when making a judgment
in an election on a guestionable or disputed ballot
paper which might determine the outcome of a
scal.

I just wonder what the public of this State think
of a2 man who joins in an advertisement, regardless
of the issues involved. A large advertisement ap-
peared in The West Australian on Thursday, 10
March 1977 a page 10. It must have cost quite a
sum of money 10 place an advertisement of this
size in the paper. It stated—

PUBLIC STATEMENT

The undersigned consider the material in
the Oricntation Edition of the University of
Western Australin Liberal Club’s campus
publication Ne¢w Libido to be vicious,
provocative, and cntirely outside the accepied
norms of political debate, and note that such
attacks amount 10 8 scrious infringement of
the democratic rights of all groups on campus
and of the community at large. We demand
an ¢nd to this witch hunting which can so
cusily provide sustenance to cxtremist el-
ements on campus and possibly escalate imo
actual physical violence.

The undersigned demand that a public
statement be issucd dissociating the UWA
Liberal Club from the outrageous sexist and
racist remarks contained in this issue of New
Libido. We further demand that the UWA
Liberal Club undertakes disciplinary action
against the individual members responsible.

The advertisement was endorsed by a list of
people. The list took up half the advertisement. It
is a very intercsting list. 1t docs, of course, involve
onc D. Rumley from the Geography Department
of the University of WA, )

Mr Tonkin: It has nothing to do with the elee-
toral system!

Mr HASSELL: I has a lot 10 do with a politi-
cal point of view!

My Tonkin: You would have done weil during
the Petrov years.

Several members interjected.

Mr Bryce: McCarthy drew dhis sort of stulf out.

Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: | am 1alking about the officc of
the Chief Electoral Officer in this Staie.

Mr Brian Burke: Do you support the racist cam-
menls of thal issuc?
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Mr HASSELL: Of course 1 do not—if there
were any. Is the Premicer saying there were any?

Mr Brian Burke: They are objecting to racist
COMmMEnts.

Mr HASSELL: They are cobjccting to com-
ments which they consider to be racist.

Mr Brian Burke: Nothing 10 do with the clec-
toral system!

Mr HASSELL: But look a1 the company the
gentleman concerned keeps!

Several members interjected.
Mr Brian Burke: Guilty by association!
Mr Bryce: Senator McCarthy!

Mr HASSELL: Amongst others are the names,
Mr D. Midalia, Friends of East Timor; J.
Jermalinski, Tertiary Branch, Communist Party
of Australia—

Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: —I.
Students’ Union—

Parker, Sccondary

Scveral members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: —and so on. P. Cooke, Secc-
retary, TLC—

Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: —D. C. Parker, acting Sec-
retary, BWIU; R. McMullan, State Secretary,
ALP—

Mr Bryce: Secrctary of the National Labor
Party!

Scveral members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: —and so on. What is of interest
is that this advertisement—

Mr Brian Burke: Give us a few morc names!
Professor Reid is probably there too!

Mr HASSELL: —was submilted by the Com-
mittee for the Defence of Democratic Rights on
Campus (UWA) and was authorised by A.
Parker.

Mr Court: He was attacking the UWA Liberal
Club for saying somcthing. How democratic was
that?

Mr HASSELL: They were attacking the Uni-
versity of WA Liberal Club for expressing its
point of view. They expressed Lhat attack by way
of a Press advertisement. The group included the
Communist party, and the man the Government is
putting in charge of the Eiectoral Office, a man
whom the Government is asking us 10 accept as an
impartial man; a neutral man, capable of making
judgments about votes and people’s rights in re-
lation to sitting in this place and forming a
Government.
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That is the issue, It is not his view. | do not
mind what his views are. This is a democracy. He
can have his views and say what he thinks. But
that does not qualily him 1o be put in charge of the
Electoral Office. That is the issue.

Mr Brian Burkc: The Public Service Board
thought it did.

Mr HASSELL: Pcrhaps the Public Service
Bourd did not dig deep cnough.

Mr Brian Burke: What should it have done?
Should it have gone back 10 1977 Press
statements?

Mr HASSELL: It might have considered thal.
1o change from the accepted norm of having ex-
pericnced and senior public servants in  that
position, there should have been special justifi-
ciation. Even the Premier’s own documents do not
say that he is the person for the job. They say that
he was the best of the external candidates lor the
job. ‘

Mr Brian Burke: That is not true at all.

Mr HASSELL: Thal is what it says.

Mr Brian Burke: That is a4 misquote. That is
what the sclection panel minute said. Read the

board’s letter. Do not sclectively misquote the
Chairman ol the Public Service Board.

Mr Bryce: Scnator McCarthy would be de-
lighted o know that his disciples are still alive and
well.

Mr HASSELL: It is not a matler of Senator
McCarthy or of whether the Government
appointed a man as head of & Public Service de-
partment of the significance and importance of the
Electoral Office. Jt is also not a question of the
officer being acceplable to the communitly as be-
ing capable of cxercising neutrality and impar-
tiality. All [ am saying about Dr Rumley is that
his record indicates that that may not be so.

I am not arguing that he is not cntitled to have
his views. | have no argument when he is doing the
job he wunts to do on campus. However, | do have
a question about someonc who hus a precommitted
policy position in relution to such matiers as the
clectoral law and the clectoral system—a policy
posilion  which is a  contcntious  policy
position—being  pul  in  charge of the
administration of that system. where important
issues are involved.

Mr Brian Burke: Mr Coates was a member of a
political party. You cunnot be any more commit-
ted than by joining a political party.

Mr  HASSELL: When Mr Coales  was
appointed w the position of Chief Electoral
Officer he hud behind him many years of experi-
ence in the Public Service.
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Mr Brian Burke: In the Health Department.
Are you poing 1o start o characier assassination of
Mr Coates? Are you starting te go back into the
record of Mr Coates Lo try to justify the present
appointment?

Mr HASSELL: | am saying that he was a
mcmber of the Public Service. | also know what
the Premicr whispered around this place, (oo, [
know how big and brave he was when he jumped
up yesterday and talked about character assassin-
ation. | found out about his snide little back-room
attacks on Mr Coates.

Mr Burkett: We¢ do not go sncaking around
corners looking for sneaky documents.

Mr HASSELL: 1 think the Premier had better
start thinking about what is going on.

Mr Brian Burke: Mr Pendal found it in the
toilet, so he is telling lies.

Mr I. F. Taylor: The men’s or women's?

Withdrawal of Remark

Mr HASSELL: That is a grave reflection on a
member of another House and | ask that it be
withdrawn,

The SPEAKER: Order! It is against Standing
Orders 1o impute improper motives againslt a
member of another House. | ask the member 10
withdraw.

Mr I. F. TAYELOR: Of course | withdraw, Mr
Speaker.

Mr Carr: Everybody took it as a joke.

Mr HASSELL: It was a pretty poor sort of
joke.

Leave to Continue Speech

I seek leave 10 continue my remarks at a later
stage of 1his day’s sitting.

Leave granted.
Debate thus adjourned.

COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY
ASSOCIATION
Delegates: Malaysia

THE SPEAKER (Mr Harman): 1 advise mem-
bers that, present in the Speaker’s Gallery, are
members of Parliament and their wives who rep-
resent 12 States of Malaysia. The States
represented are Selangor, Kedah, Scrambom,
Sabah, Sarawak, Penang, Pcrak, Pahang, Johore,
Perlis, Kelanan and Malacca. On behall of mem-
bers | extend to those distinguished members and
their wives a very warm welcome to Parliament
House.
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QUESTIONS
Qucstions were taken al this stape.
Sitting suspeaded from 6.00t0 7.15 p.m.

ELECTORAL: CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
Appointmcent: Censurc Motion

Decbate resumed from an carlier stage of the
sitting.

MR HASSELL (Cottestoc—Lcader of the Op-
pasition) [7.16 p.m.]: Prior to guestion time and
the 1ea suspension | was referring to the advertise-
ment to which Dr Rumlcy was a pariy.

Point of Order
Mr PEARCE: | ask that the Leader of the
Opposition table the document from which he has
quoted.
Mr HASSELL: | will be happy to 1able it after
| have finished quoting from it.

Mr Pcarce: You didn™t do that last time.
Mr Old: How weak?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | request the
Leader of the Opposition 1o pluace the paper on the
Table of the House at the conclusion of his speech
until the end of Loday's sitting.

Debate (on motion) Resumed

Mr HASSELL: 1 will do that. I think the reason
it did not happen last time is that perhaps
Hansard borrowed the matcerial; it was not any
conniving plot.

I want to muke two points: The first is to em-
phasise that in making these points about Dr
Rumley’s political vicws, alfiliations, and activities
| am nol attcmpting 10 make any accusations
against him or lay any charges against him, or 10
suggest he is not entitled 10 do all thase things and
say the things he believes in. | am sceking to put
before the House as a matter of lact and public
record that Dr Rumley has an established political
profile and view,

The fact of that profilc and political view being
on the public record calls into question his eligi-
bility to be appointed as Chiel Electoral Officer,
especially as applications for the position included
at least two public scrvants who were qualified for
the job. Those public servants have a record of
service and invalvement as public servants which
would lead one to assume they have that objectiv-
ily. neutrality, and commitment Lo the ideals of
the Public Scivice which one would expect of
them. No such cvidence can be brought in relation
to Dr Rumley.

Finally. on this poinL, | put this question 10 the
Premier: Did he or the members of the Public
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Service Board satisfy themselves that Dr Rumley
was not disqualified from appointment by reason
of the provisions of section 16 of the Electorat Act
to which [ have already referred? That section
requires that any candidate and any person hold-
ing any official positian in connection with any
political organisation or ¢lection committee shall
not be appointed an officer under the Act. It is
incumbent on the Public Service Board, if not the
Government, to satisly itself 1that at the time of his
appointment, Dr Rumley did not hold any official
position with any political organisation.

I have suggesied to the House, and | repeut,
that the words “political arganisation™ are much
wider and more embracing in their meaning than
the words “‘political pariy™ which are not used. |
am cntitied 10 raise thal question because of the
advertiscment ta which Dr Rumlcy was a party
and which was inserted by the Committee for the
Defence of Democratic Rights on  Campus
(UWA). That unquestionabiy is a political organ-
isation. Does it still exist? Is Dr Rumley a person
holding an official position in that political organ-
isation or any other?

Mr Tonkin: Which political organisation?

Mr HASSELL: The onc which placed the ad-
vertisement in The West Australizn newspaper.

Is Dr Rumlcy a member or an cxecutive office
bearer of the Electoral Reform Socicty, or is he a
member of a political parly or an office bearcr in a
political party? | have been told he is not a mem-
ber of a palitical party. | have cqually been told
that his wife is 2 member of the Labor Parly. |
have been told that Dr Rumley was actively
involved in the last election campaign on behalf of
the Labor candidate in the Clontarf clectorate.
That leads me to mention some things he said.

Mr Gordon Hill: Do you belicve everything you
are told?

Mr HASSELL: It depends on who tells me and
where | get it from.

| am raising thc question as to whether the
Government has satisfied itself that 1he require-
menis of section |16 of the Electoral A<t have been
met. | have relerred to wrilten and oral cvidence
of some activities and to a series of statements
appearing in a newspaper called The Times dated
16 February 1983 in which there appears at pages
14 and 18 quite a large article entitled “Election
1983: Changes may predict results”. The article
states-—

Last week in an exclusive imlerview, re-
parter Michacl Woodhouse spoke with Dr
Dennis Rumley. leclurer and one of the
Staie’s forcmost political analysits.
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Under the heading “Liberal Bias™ the article
slates—

The redistribution has Tavoured the Lib-
crals by four w five per cent, Dr Rumley
says. That meanas chat {on average) a lour per
cent greater swing would be needed to unsecat
a sitting Liberal member than was nceded
under the 1980 boundarics. The swing nceded
to unseait sitting Labor members has (on av-
crage) been reduced.

Many seats have become “less competi-
tive”. Dr Rumicy continues, meaning that a
bigger swing is needed 1o creale an upsel, and
lfewer seuts change hands for any given swing.

He went on 1o describe the appeal of the Labor
candidate, Dr David Dale, the man for whom, |
understand, he was working in the clection cam-
paign. The article continucs—

Labor candidatc Dr David Dale witl have a
uniquc appeal in the clectorate, Dr Rumley
Sys.

Mr Pearce: Did Dr Dale get clected?

Mr HASSELL: No. he did not. Dr Rumley’s
predictions were wiay oul.

Mr Brian Burkc: Are you not interested in Dr
Rumley’s wife and whether she worked for some
political party! | think it is relevant that we start
10 bring his wile into this debate and whether she
warked for sume political party!

Mr HASSELL: What about the Premicer’s
legislation relating to the disclosure of the pecuni-
ary interests of members of Parliament? Did that
say anything aboul spouses?

Mr Brian Burke: | cannot remember whether it
did or not. | would support its doing so, but that is
not a question which relates 1o somecone who has
been appointed to the Public Service, for goodness
sake. nor 1o what his wife docs.

Mr HASSELL: What is the difference? That is
the point 1 am raising and cleuarly the Premier
understands it.

et me get back to the point about which we

were talking. | was asked about his predictions by

the Minister for Education. In relation to Clontarf
he said—

Despite this Dr Rumley is predicting a very

close contest with a possible narrow Labor
win.

Mr Williams: He was not quite right.
Mr HASSELL: He was not right and the result

wias not even close. The predictions, based on a
scientific formula that he uses, were way out.

The point is not whether he has @t view or what
those views arc. The point is that he has a very
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clearly established position in relation to clectoral
matters. | think that esiablished position is onc
that is clearly contentious in a public sense. His
opinions are not purely academic and not purcly
analytical; they arc a matter of opinion and 2
maiter of belicl. They cerainly bring into question
his eligibility 1o hold office. | am not talking about
any other office, | am talking about this one. 1 ask
the Premicr: Where did this document - come
from?

Mr Brian Burke: It camc from the interviewing
panel. | told you that yesterday.

Mr HASSELL: [1 is not marked on it. The
interviewing panel states Lhat Dr Rumley was Lhe
mast impressive of the external candidates.

Mr Brian Burke: That is what the interviewing
panel said.

Mr HASSELL: The Premier just told me that.
The pancl said also that he would develop the job
using contemporary rescarch 1o assist in redistri-
bution and in the deiermination of fairness as it
contributes 1o the electoral system,

Mr Tonkin: Where is he meant Lo be applying
his concepts to the redisiribution system?

Mr HASSELL: | am pot 1alking about the re-
distribution system, | am talking about the ¢lcc-
toral sysiem. | am reading the words of the
interviewing panel.

Mr Brian Burke: Do you know that the Chiel
Electoral Officer is one of the three com-
missioncrs?

Mr HASSELL: Indecd 1 do. That is very much
a part of aur concern about this appointment.

Mt Brian Burke: Why—because the Public Ser-
vice Board says?

Mr HASSELL: Because, as has been explained
on a number of occasions, we arc appointing a
man with a very clearly cstablished protagonistic
point of view about the sysiem and how it works.

The question arises: Why has he been
appointed? What is the rcason for his appoint-
ment? It is absolute nonsense and dishonest for
the Government to blame the Public Service
Board by saying, **He has been appointed because
he was rccommended for the position™. The
Premicr abnegated his responsibility in that re-
gard yesterday.

Mr Tonkin: The Public Service Board requested
us 10 process his appointment to His Excellency in
the Execulive Council. Under the Public Scrvice
Act, the board doesnt recommended to the
Government. It requests us Lo process the matter.
In other words, it asked us 10 process this matter.
You ought to read the Public Scrvice Act.
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Mr HASSELL: ! have read it. | have it in front
of me. | think the comments made by the Minister
by wuy of interjection arc interesting when
contrusted with what was said by the Premier
yesterday. We will be certainly taking a close look
al that variation between the (wo statements. So,
Dr Rumley was not recommended by the Public
Service Board. That is intriguing because, yestet-
day. in a very strong statement, the Premier told
us that he was recommended by the Public Service
Board. That is why he was appointed—because he
was recommended by the Public Service Board.

Mr Tonkin: Rcad the minute. You have it in
front of you. Be honest for once in your life. Read
the last paragraph and that will put it straighi.

Mr HASSELL: I have it here. | know what is in
it. The point is that the Government is responsible
lor the appointment. not the Public Service Board,
nor the interviewing puncl. It is absoluie nonsense
and dishonest for the Premier 1o have done as he
did yesterday and again in some of the interjec-
tions this evening, as | recall, 1o suggest that the
appointment was made simply because the Public
Scrvice Board recommendced it. Thalt suggests that
the Government makes appointments that the
Public Scrvice Board recommends. which clearly
it docs not. | would like the Premicr Lo interject
and tell us if he always 1akes advice in relation 1o
appointments in the Public Service. Certainly the
Government exercises influence in relation to ap-
pointments. as it is entitled 1o do. It is the Govern-
ment which has 1o take responsibility for appoint-
ments and it is entitled to take o part in the ap-
pointment processes: in relation to that | have no
doubt whatever that it did.

Mr Tonkin: What puart did the Gevernment play
in Lthat process?

Mr HASSELL: The Government was respon-
sible for the appointment and it made the
recommendation 1o the Exccutive Council.

Mr Tonrkin: In that process do you say the
Government should simiply do no more than reject
or accept the recommendations of the Public Scr-
vice Board?

Mr HASSELL: That is what the Government
said yesterday.
Mr Tonkin: Whalt could we do? That is the role.

Mr HASSELL: | am sure the Government
knows how Cabinet und the Government work.
My recollection is that when appointments are
made they po 1o Cubinet.

Mr Tonkin: And arc accepied or rejected.
Mr HASSELL: Exactly.
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Mr Tonkin: That is the process that you think
the Government should fulfill?

Mr HASSELL: That is the normal process be-
cause the Government is responsible for the ap-
pointment.

The point | am sceking 1o establish is not how
the Government operates its Cabincl or how Lhis
Government operates. 1 am simply secking to cs-
tablish that the responsibility for the appointment
rests with the Government. It docs not rest with
the Public Service Board. The Public Service
Board has a statutory responsibility 1o have a part
in the recommendation, because under the Public
Scervice Act it is required to have a part in the
recommendation 10 the Governor. Whether or not
the recommendation 10 the Governor is made, it
still rests with the Government of the day. All 1
am seeking Lo cstablish is that the Government
bears responsibility for this appointment, because
yesterday the Premicr was trying 10 suggest that it
wis the Public Service Board.

Mr Tonkin: You would be the [irst to criticise if
wc ignorced the Public Scrvice Board.

Mr Old: You are saying every recommendution
they put up you will accepr?

Mr Brian Burke: | am trying to think ol a
recommendation that we have not accepted.

Mr O1d: Could there be @ set of circumsiances
that you would not accept?

Mr Tonkin: if you recommended il.

Mr HASSELL: [ can think of onc.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr HASSELL: 1 do not wanl to cmbarrass or
make it difficult for the officer concerned.

Mr Brian Burke: | cannot recotlect one that we
have not accepted.

An Opposition member: You must have a good
system of working it out before it gets there.

A Government member: Your stupidity has now
gone into Hansard .

Mr Tonkin: You bleed like a stuck pig.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Leader
of the Opposition has the floor. If anyone should
rcad Hansard he would have some difficulty
determining who is making the specch.

Mr HASSELL: To make the matter guite clear,
appointments made from outside the Public Ser-
vice are subjeet o the provisions of scction 33 of
the Public Scrvice Act which contain these pro-
visions. and | quole—

33. (1) The provisions ol this scction apply
notwithstanding any contrary provisions in or
under any ather Act irrespective of whether
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thosc contrary provisions came into force be-
forc or alter, or contemporancously with the
coming into operation of this Act.

{2) A person shall not be appointed o a
public office the duties of which are ordi-
narily performed by or within a Department
or to be performed on behalf of a Department
except with the prior approval of the Board
and in accordance with such directions, if
any, as may be given by the Board.

I wonder what directions were given by the board
in relation to this appointment. The real issue is
simply to cstablish clearly on the record without
contest by the Government that responsibility for
the appointmemt of Dr Rumley rests with the
Government. [t does not rest with the Public Ser-
vice Board. It docs not rest with any body or any
person ¢xcepl the Government. Certainly under
the Act the Public Service Board has a part in it
Certainly there was a sclection panel. No doubt
the Minister had some say in the choosing of that
selection panel generally or in the specifics. I can-
not for my part believe that Dr Michael Wood, an
earlier Government outside appointee, was on the
selection panel purely by accident.

Mr Tonkin: Who do you think appointed him 10
that panel?

Mr HASSELL: Goodness me! | suppose the
Chairman of the Public Service Board appointed
him.

1 am not interested in the technicalities of the
procedures. If one tatks about technicalities it is
the Governor that appoinied Dr Rumley. 1 am
talking aboul the substance of what is going on in
the governmental processes. The procedures are
well known o anyone who has anything to do with
the governmental structure.

Mr Brian Burke: Are you saying | asked for
Wood Lo be on that panel?

Mr HASSELL: I do not belicve that Dr Wood
was on Lhe panel for any accidental rcason.

Mr Brian Burke: He was put on by the Public
Scrvice Board.

Mr HASSELL: | belicve he was appointed be-
cause the Government asked him to be appointed
to it—

Mr Tonkin: That is not so.

Mr HASSELL: —or because the Public Service
Board participates as a matter of policy, general
direction or attitude. The Government was moving
towards a situation in which there would be an
increasing number of outside appoiniments to the
Public Service.

Mr Tonkin: What about all your outside ap-
pointments? This is not new. You started it of .
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Mr HASSELL: | sat in this Housc when we
adopted the Public Service Act; but the member
for Kalgoorlie and the Minister seem to be having
some difficulty in remembering what | said very
clearly and concisely al the outset. My remarks
were that the Opposition was not opposed to
oulside appointments to the Pubiic Scrvice or to
exchanges between the private sector and the pub-
lic sector, in appropriate cases, where it is to the
benefit of the system. The point is that there has
been no evidence presented which establishes that
the variation from the norm was appropriale,
necessary or desirable in this case. Why did the
selection panel refer 1o Dr Rumley as the most
impressive of the external candidates?

Mr Tonkin: Because it rated him equally with
Mr Chapman.

Mr HASSELL: It rated him equally with Mr
Chapman?

Mr Tonkin: Have you not got the panel's com-
ments there? That has been 1abled has it not?

Mr HASSELL: The name was left out, We
have been given a little bil more information. Se
Mr Chapman was the other applicant?

Mr Tonkin: That was donc 1o protect that
officer. The point is that of the two applicants who
were chosen equally one was inside the service and
one was outside the service.

Mr HASSELL: Fine, that is very interesting.

Mr Tonkin: But then the Public Service Board
looked at that and made a choice from those (wo
applicants.

Mr HASSELL: | did not want 1o embarrass Mr
Chapman or anyone clse. He is a public servant.

I still do not think that the Government has
given the Opposition an answer to the question of
whether Dr Rumley was described as the most
impressive of the candidates.

Mr Brian Burke: I told you last night that the
interviewing panel put forward two preferred can-
didates. The Public Service Board then
recommended and requested, pursuant Lo the Act,
that the Governor-in-Council appoint Dr Rumley.
I explained that to you last evening and | thought
you understood me.

Mr Old: How patronising of you.

Mr Brian Burke: They arc the details of the
interviewing panel’s view on cach of the seven
people involved. Some applicants were within the
service and some weee not. The two preferred
names went to the board and one name went from
the board 10 the Minister and then 1o the
Governor-in-Council.

Mr Tonkin: That name was not changed.
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Mr Rushton: It is the normal process.

Mr Brian Burke: As the member for Dale said,
that is the normal process.

Several members interjected.

Mr Tonkin: You may have interfered with the
Public Service Board, bul we do not,

Scveral members interjecied.

Mr Tonkin: That is a slur on Mr McKenna and
an members of the Public Service Board. You
assassinatc characters at will.

Mr HASSELL: We do not whispc.r aboutl them
in the corridors—we do not do that sort of thing
behind doors.

M Brian Burke: Not much! You took Mr
Hunn to lunch at the Ord Street Cafe in regard to
the 6PR issuc.

Mr HASSELL: 1 wondered how long i1 would
tuke the Premier 1o come up with that.

Mr Brian Burke: | knew two days before, -

Mr HASSELL: Did the Premier?

Mr Brian Burke: | am better informed than
you.

Mr HASSELL: As a matter of fuct the Premier
is, because the arrangement for the luncheon was
not made two days before—I| did not know iwo
duys before. He reully is Superman.

Mr Brian Burke: Thank you very much.

Mr HASSELL: The Premicr is a pathetic ver-
sion of Superman.

Mr Brian Burke: | do not know about that.

Mr HASSELL: A simple issuc which 1 want to
pursuc is a very important paint about the future
Chief Elccroral Officer of Western Australia. It is
not some discussion about who had lench at the
Ord Street Cafe, and when. 1L is a discussion
about whether it is appropriate that we should
clfect an external appointment 1o the Public Ser-
vice—a critically important depurtmental head
position—when  the  sclection  panel  equally
reccommended o man who was a public servant,
and presumably one of some considerable experi-
ence. That is the issuc and the Government has yet
to justify why an ¢xternal appointment was made.
It cunnot justify it simply by saying that the Pub-
lic Service Board recommended it, because the
Government was making a conscious decision to
make an cxternal appointment in an arca of con-
sideruble sensitivity and importunce to all people
of the State. not just the Government of the day.

It sct out in this eritical, sensitive arca
deliberately to make an external appointment to
the Public Scrvice. It once again turncd its back
on the expericnce. integrity, impartiality, objectiv-
ity, and neutrality of a senior public servant. The
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very sort of importance nceded to the office was
cust aside because the Government had set itself
on a coursc of making an external appointment,
nol for any reason related 10 the position—clearly
that docs not apply—but because the Government
was secking Lo bring about the politicisation of the
Public Service in this State. That is what the issue
is about. The Government has picked the worst
possible department in which to do it. While
politicisation in a number departments may have
ramifications and consequences which are not ac-
ceptlable to the Opposition in a general or particu-
lar way, when it comes to the electoral system, it is
unacceptable not only 10 the Opposition, but also
lo the community of the State. It is nol good
enough for the Government to go about its task in
the way it has.

This position above all should have been ap-
proached on the basis of secking somecone who
was. without qucstion, a person who could be put
in charge of the Act and accepted by the com-
munity from all sides—

Mr Tonkin: You arc a whingeing Witlie. You
will not accept anything this Government docs.

Mr HASSELL: —without qucstions arising.
That is the issue which is raised by the censure
motion.

Why is it that the Government has made this
appointiment? No answer or suggestion has been
made by the Premicr cxcept for the lame duck
cxcuse that the appointment was recommended by
the Public Service Board. He has no obligation Lo
accepl the Public Service Bourd's
rccommendation.

Mr Tonkin: Doesn’t he? Read scction 29(1).

Mr HASSELL: The Government set out in the
hope thut it would find someone whe was sym-
patheti¢ and, indced, it found somcone. He is sym-
pathetie Lo the Governmenl's causc and he has the
record of being so.

Let me deal with one aspect of the matter which
is ugain indicative of the lack of good faith on the
part of the Government in regard 10 making Lhis
appointment. Let us look al the Government's pol-
icy in regard 10 the Electoral Office and the Elece-
toral Act. | refer 1w a document tided
“Parliamentary and Electoral Reform—Restoring
Democracy to Western Australia™, and presented
by Brian Burke, MLA, Leader of the Western
Australian Opposition and Duvid Parker. MLA,
shadow Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral
Rcform. The document is duted January 1983, I
is the policy on which the Government went Lo the
people and it has proclaimed il enough times. The
Government apparently belicves in it. Page 13
reads as follows—
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An ALP Government would cnacl a new
Elccroral Act which will enshrine the follow-
ing tencts designed to ensure the complete
indcpendence of the electoral process from
any sclf-serving designs of a Goverament of
the day—

Mr Tonkin: We will not draw lines on a map
like you did.
Mr HASSELL: It continues—

—and the cfficiency of operation of that
process.

Paragruph 12 recads as follows—

An Electoral Commission to be established
as a statutory agency. replacing the Electoral
Department—

Mr Tonkin: That is right, we will do that.
Mr HASSELL: l continues—

—10 control and manage the clectoral
process ol the Stale.

Paragraph 13 reads as follows—

The chiel exccutive of this body to be an
Electoral Commissioner appoinicd—

Mr Tonkin: That is right.
Mr HASSELL: It continues—
—as a statutory office-holder with inde-

pendence  and  rights  similar to the
Ombudsnman,

Paragraph |4 states
The Electoral  Commissioner 10 be

appointed on a4 S-ycar term by an appoint-
ments commitiee consisting of the Premier,
the Leader of the Opposition und the Chiefl
Justice of the Supreme Court.
That is the Government's policy, and 1 ask why it
has not been presented o Parliument?
Mr Tonkin: It has been presented.

Mr HASSELL: Therc have been 19 months in
which it could have been presented 1o the Parlia-
ment.

Mr Tonkin: If the Legislitive Council had
agreed Lo the Bill last yeur, it would have becn
presented this year.

Mr HASSELL: That is the silliest excuse | have
cver heard. It is absolute nonsense. The Govern-
ment has had several of its electoral change Bills
accepled by the Opposition, as il well knows.

Mr Tonkin: Will you accept this one when we
bring it forwird?

Mr HASSELL: On 13 July 1983—over a year
ago—the then Leader of the Opposition made a
Press release. which was widely publicised at the
time, in relation 10 the Opposition’s attitude 1o a
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number of matiers and the policy options it was
considering. These arce the very issues that the
Minister claims 10 have taken into account care-
fully in presenting the Bill 1o the Parliament. it is
the Government's claim. It claims to have takcn
account of the things thc Opposition said when
bringing forward this new Bill. This is one of the
things that was said in the Opposition's Press re-
lease—

An indcpendent Elecroral Commissianer
would be appainted for a five-year term on
the unanimous recommendation (with pro-
vision 1o break deadlocks) of a group—

Mr Tonkin: Since you lost, you arc copying us.

Mr HASSELL: The Leader of the House
should stop spouting. It is a little differcnt from
the Government's policy: not very much but a
liule different.

Mr Brian Burke: You have had plenty of time; |
think we will wind 1his up now.

Mr HASSELL: If Government members will
stop interjecting 1 will proceed much faster.

Mr Brian Burke: You arc going over the same
ground 10 times,

Mr HASSELL: | have not touched on this point
before; it is entirely new. The Press statcment
from the Opposition continued as follows—

—consisting of the Chief Justice, the
Chairman of the Public Scrvice Board, the
Premicer and the Leader of the Opposition,

The Opposition had clearly signalled its agree-
menl with those basic propositions put forward by
the Labor Party. The only change was that we
wanted 1o introduce to the group making the ap-
poiniment a person of some importance to the
system who was not mentioned by the Labor
Party: namcly the Chairman of the Public Service
Board.

Mr Tonkin: Who you now say is a political
appointment.

Mr HASSELL: | query why the Labor Party
has not introduced this Bill knowing that it has a
broad measure of support for it, Why is Lhe
Government proceeding lo appoint Dr Rumley 10
pre-empt the decision and ouwtcome? It has
proceeded with Lhe appoiniment of an electora)
commissioner when it has not bothered 10 proceed
with legislation which it said was vital and which
it could have brought into the House with a
reasonable expectation of success in having it car-
ricd. Why is this appointment being made?

Mr Tonkin: Becuuse Mr Coates retired and had
10 be replaced.
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Mr HASSELL: Yes, 1 know that. However
there is no desperate urgency about his replace-
ment, as the Minister well knows. When is Dr
Rumlcy taking up his appoiniment?

Mr Tonkin: In November.

Mr HASSELL: The Government did not have
time in 20 months 10 introduce those relatively
simple measures?

Mr Teonkin: You cannot bring in several Bills all
involving the same Act becausc of the confusion it
creates. As soon as this measure is out of the way
we will bring in the other one.

Mr HASSELL: The other measurc genuinely
goes 10 the professed concern of the Minister
about the clectoral system. Why was that not
introduced and why was this appointment made? |
venture to suggest that the Minister had a pretty
good  idea—although |  do not  know
offhand—somctime before Mr Coates retired that
he was duc to retire.

Mr Tonkin: He retired carly and suddenly. |
think it was because of our 55 years-of-age retire-
ment scheme.

Mr HASSELL: The Government has had four
parliamentlary sitlings in which such legislation
might have been introduced. 11 can be seen on all
sides and on all grounds that the Government is
making an appointment of a political nature to a
sensitive office. [t is culting across its own policy
and uny possibilily of consensus between the par-
ties across this House as Lo what the Government
is really up Lo with regard 1o the clectoral system.
It is underlining our decply held suspicion that the
Government is up 10 no good in this area. It is
trying to liddlc the system all the way through.

Scveral members interjected.

Mr Tonkin: You have a check to use those
words considering what you did in Government.

Mr HASSELL: That is the very foundation of
the problem we have wilh the Government in ever
trying to get anywhere in this arca. The Govern-
ment is secking one way or another, by whatever
means, o impose ils vicw on what the system is,
what it should be, how it should operate and who
should be where.

Mr Tonkin: Let the people have a vote at a
referendum and see who is right.

Mr Clarko: Will you do that on land rights?
Scveral members interjecied.

Mr Briun Burke: IT you think land rights is
unpopular you should look al the polls on the
popularity ol the Leader of the Opposition.

Several members interjecied.
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Mr HASSELL: I remind the Premier that those
who live by the polls die by the polls and in politics
all things change from time to time.

Mr Brian Burke: Including the Leader ol the
Opposition.

Mr HASSELL: Yes, including Leaders of the
Opposition, Premicrs and all sorts of people. The
Premier is good at crowing; he has been crowing
for a long time. However, increasingly we sec the
real objectives of this Government being displayed
by its actions. We hear many words in some areas
that sound popular. However, we do not see much
action because the Government runs into problems
with the Trades and Labor Council and union
interests. We sec changes made in other arcas as
bit by bit the Government surreplitiously secks lo
get away with mere and more of its objectives.
Politicisation of the Public Service is now clearly
demonstrated to be one of its political objectives.

Mr Tonkin interjected.

Mr HASSELL: The Minister is really pathetic
and so is the drivel that he comes out with.

Mr Brian Burke: Don™ get angry. Things have
been quite friendly to this point.

Mr HASSELL: The Government has moved in
on the Public Service since the day it wook office; it
introduced party political advisers, and interposed
them between the Public Service and the Minister,
and between the Minister and the Government. It
has moved into the Public Scrvice with a series of
appointments in differcnt positions; it has given
jobs to friends and relations. | refer o Mr
Dowding and Mr Parker in this conncction. Im-
aginc what would have happened if when Sir
Charles Court was Premicr he had appointed onc
of his sons 10 an office.

Mr Brian Burke: Or to his seat, and now he is
threatening you. | agree with you absolutely.

Several members interjected.

Mr HASSELL: Imaginc if Sir Charles Court
had appointed Mr Ken Court, a highly qualified
man, 1o some ofTice in the Treasury.

Mr Court: He would have made a good officer.

Mr HASSELL: Imagine what we would have
heard from this Government, the then Opposition.
We would never have heard the end of it

Yet we have in this Government advisers in
jobs, their wives in jobs, the father of onc Minister
in a job, the father of another Minister in a job
and it sccms to be passed over, put forward and
accepled as the norm. We have taken a lot in this
arca and compared with what might have been
said in other circumstances, we have said little.
However, when it gets o the stage of liddling the
position of Chicf Electaral Officer it is nol accept-
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able and we shall say something about it. We shall
do so not only tonight but also on as many oc-
casions as it has to be said before the Government
realises that this kind of hocus-pocus fiddling with
government and the systemy of government is not
an acceplable standard. The Government, the
Minister and the Premicr, as the Leader of the
Government in this State, deserve the censure of
the House for what they have done.

MR MENSAROS (Florcat) [7.59 p.m.]: | sec-
ond the motion and in doing 50 | mention that the
real rcuson for the complaint and criticism by the
Opposition embodied in this motion is twolold.
Firstly, the Government's only consideration ap-
pears o be a party political one. That being so it
cffectively dislranchises about half the population
of Wesiern Australia because everything it docs is
in the interests of those people who either voted
for it or supporied it. The number varics but it
could be said to be more or less 50 per cent of the
poulation.

Sccondly. the Government docs so secretively.
When it was caught out on this occasion il was
suddenly ashamed of itselfl and denied the alle-
galions very sanctimoniously. It does not say
openly that it is its policy that whatever it is doing
it wants 1o follow the party political advantages.

In addition 1o this, the Government knows it is
doing the wrong thing. IT it were the right thing it
would be proud of it it would not deny it. From
this point of view the Prime Minister of Zimbabwe
descrves more respect in that at lcast he says he is
going towards a onc-party State. But this Govern-
ment denies il However, it is doing the same
thing. effectively.

Of course the Government is doing this without
revealing it 1o the people. Perhaps it is because if it
werc revealed the people would not like it.

The QOpposition does not overplay its role, The
Opposition knows very well that the Government
is clected, it carrics power, it has its duties and
responsibilities for administration and for execu-
tive action. Indeed it has the power in many re-
spects with a discretional right. But the Oppo-
sition must do what it is doing in the interests of
all the people and not merely a fraction of the
people.

We ucknowledge that the Government has the
power to govern. That is rightly so, because it
cnsurcs 4 stable Government in this State. It en-
surces that there is a term of three years between
clections. This term has never been abbreviated. b
is only in the time of this Government that there
has been any talk of an carly election.

We have a stable Government, and -that is
rightly so. The Government must implement iis
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stated policies; nobody quarrels with that. All past
Governments, Labor, and Liberal-Country Party,
have recognised this fact, and they have acted
accordingly.

The system as it has developed contains instru-
ments within the -Government, there are built-in
checks, not necessarily codified and expressed in
legislation, but there are customary checks and
balances. Parliament is one of these -checks, be-
cause Parliament is the place for the expression of
public ¢riticism.

Mr Jamicson: You know there are checks and
balances.

Mr MENSAROS: | do know that there are.
Parliament is the place for public criticism where
the power of the Government can be checked in
casc it becomes dangerous or corrupt.

Several members interjected.

Mr MENSAROS: The Public Service, which is
again built into the system of government, is
another check. It is a check which, when policy is
cxceuted, prevents impropricty. It has done so in
the past admirably. 1t has always done it, and the
Government knaws it. It is its aim to assail both
thesc checks.

Look at the parliamentary system now. Why do
we need shorter debating times? All Governments
before this were able 10 live quite comfortably
with 51, 55, and 57 members able Lo speak for at
least three quarters of an hour. Why did this time
have to be cut? Why do we have to work with
scssional orders so that the Government can cur-
tail debate? The Tonkin Government and other
Governments  were  quite  happy without the
sharier debating time.

Scveral members interjecied.

Mr MENSAROS: This is one respeet where Lhe
Government is working against thesc checks.

The subject of this motion is the Public Service,
which is another check. The Government wants 1o
get rid of this check. Look at the appointment of
advisers. That mecans that in the view of the
Government the Public Service cither cannot ad-
visc it, or the Government wanis binsed advisers.

The Public Service is a very goed one. 1t has an
cxemplary rccord compared with those of other
States. 1t can advise the Government of the day,
taking its policies into consideration, and it can
give good advice. But the Government wants
biased advice. It is not happy with impartial ad-
vice, laking into consideration the policy of the
Governmenl.

The saddesi thing is that the Government denies
this.

Mr Brian Burke: May | usk one question”? Your
lcader has consistently refused to say that the
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system of advisers will be done away with on the
return of a Liberal Government.

Mr MENSAROS: It is not for me to say what
the Leader of the Opposition proposes 1o do. There
is no policy yet. He has ofien said, and | have
heard him say it. that he does not want to inter-
posc anyonc between the Public Service and the
Ministers who are uwltimately responsible. He has
said that il outside people come in to advise the
Minister, they should not be on the Public Service
roll.

Mr Brian Burke: You are talking about ad-
visers, and they are not on the Public Service roll.

Mr MENSAROS: They are paid by the
Government.

Mr MucKinnon: They are paid by the public.

Mr Brian Burke: Your undersianding of your
leader's position is that under any Government he
lcads there will not be a system of ministerial
advisers?

Mr MENSAROS: | am not saying that at all. [
am saying that no-onc will be interposed between
the Minister and the Public Service; bewween the
public and the Minister.

Mr Brian Burke: That is not the case now.

Mr MENSAROS: | wus advocating exchanges
with other Governments such as the Queensland
Government and the New South Wales Govern-
ment. When | was concerncd with mines—

Mr Brian Burke: That is what we did with the
PIA, and then we were criticised for putting on an
adviscr.

Mr MENSAROS: Anyway, we arc criticising
the Government from the point of view that it
might be claimed that we do not have proof that
would stand up in a formal, judicial court. Thai
might be so.

On the other hand, those of us who know the
procedure of government, who know the Public
Scrvicc—I had ninc ycars’ ministerial experience
in this—know that the content of our motion is
perfectly right. with or without formal. judicial
proof.

Let us have a look at how these appointments
are proceeded with. | have recommended a num-
ber of appointments. not only top ones bul ap-
pointments lurther down the scale. In every case |
have consulted with the Public Service Board,
whether it was with the commissioner, his deputy
or somcone clse. In every case | consulted with the
predecessor of the appointce.

Mr Tonkin: | heard you kept interlering.

Mr MENSAROS: | consulted with the officer
who retired. We did not have complaints of inter-
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fering; thay is not interfering. The Public Service
Board, in my experience, did not change so sud-
denly. What are I8 or even 20 months in the life
of the Public Scrvice Board? It wants to co-
operate with the Government. That is not inter-
ference. The board does not want to be adamant
and say 10 the Government that according 10 past
cxperience it wanis this and that.

The Public Service Board cstablishes the
Government's sympathies and wishes. That has
been so in the past and | am sure it is the case
now. That was the position when | was o Minister.
When we were in Government, Cabingt had to
approve not only the jobs of a number of the top
people in the Public Service, but also those of
quile a number of pcople lower down. In olher
words, the Cabinet minute was written and the
Minister made a recommendation. Sometimes he
would teave it open for the Cabinet to decide, but
that seldom occurred.

However, the Public Scrvice Board wanled to
ca-operate with the Government and it did so. I
ascertained where the Government's sympathy lay
before or after an interview, Further, if 2 Minister
went against custom (o any greal exteni—there
could have been people like that—he would not be
surprised if, by the time the matier went 1o Cabi-
net, the situation had been made clear through
othcr channels. The position in respect of Lthe Pub-
lic Service Board was not documented, but it was
known, in particular, to the Premier and Minis-
lers.

Mr Jamieson: Are you implying—

Mr MENSAROS: [ am not implying anything;
I am telling the truth.

Mr Jamieson: You arce implying that the board
would only make a recommendation as to whal the
Government wanted, and that is not so.

Mr Tonkin: You kept interfering with the Civil
Service. didn’t you? :

Scveral members interjecied.

Mr MENSAROS: | was instrumental in
reccommending the appointments of the Co-
ordinator of the Depariment of Industrial Devel-
opment, the Commissioner of the Swale Encrgy
Commission, the professional heads of the Mincs
Depariment, the Under-secrctary for Works, the
Principal Architect of the Public Works Depart-
ment, the Chicl Engineer of the Mectropolitan
Water Authority, and others.

Since that time. two of the people concerned
have retired, but the others are still serving the
Government of the day, and serving it well, as they
served us. | am lamiliar with the process in this
respect and the rcason | am stating the position,
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and stating it truthfully, is to have it recorded
accurately. There is absoluiely no excuse for what
has occurred. | do not use offensive words when [
make speeches in this place, nor do 1 relate my
arguments 1o personal abusc as, unfortunately. do
most members on the Government side.

Mr Jumicson: Not much you don't!

Mr MENSAROS: The Government sceks 1o
take refuge behind the recommendations made by
the Public Service Board, and regardless of the
details involved. that. to say the least, is scurrilous.
As the Leader of the Opposition pointed out, the
Government, in particulur the Cabinet, is respon-
sible far all appointments, despite the fact that the
Statute demands that the signature of the Chair-
man of the Public Service Board should be on the
Executive Council minute. Thal signature is there,
as are the signutures of the Ministers and the
Premicr.

Mr Parker: That is not true. The Public Service
Board makes a rccommendation in respect of a
permancnt head of a department. The Minister
does not sign the minuie. but the Chairman of the
Public Service Board docs.

Mr MENSAROS: The Government's actions in
this respect arc scurrilous. because they relate 10
somcone who cannol defend himself in Parlia-
ment.

Several members interjected.

Mr MENSAROS: Do members opposite want
me to sil down so that the Government can have
its say?

Mr Tonkin: Yes.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! So that the
position is perfectly ¢lear in the future, | indicate
to members that when & member is making his
speech and he makes a deliberate etfort 10 ignore
interjections, he will receive the protection of the
Chair.

IT. however, a member wants (o answer interjec-
tions. cven thouph they be one or two out of 10, he
will not receive that same protection. '

Mr MENSAROS: All in all, i1 is inconceivable
to me. based an my expericnce over nine years,
that the Government should seck to push all the
responsibility for this matter onto the Public Ser-
vice Board or its Chairman, The Government
should not try to do that, because there is no way |
can imagine that consultation would not have
taken place.

In an answer Turnished 1o me by the Minister to
a question without notice. he implied a great deal
of consultation had taken place; he appeared to be
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proud of it, and rightly s0. Then we have Lthe crux
of the matter where he said—

Mr Tonkin: | said that I ofien speak Lo members
of the Public Service Board.

Mr MENSAROS: Indeed, 1 am saying that the
Minister does consull. However, he was quite hesi-
tant and he did not say siraighiout that no dis-
cussion had taken place aboul the Government's
prioritics. If any member of the Government had
any decency, he would not be able to stand up and
say straightout, “We had no idcas about Dr
Rumicy applytng. We did not want him really. He
only appeared out of the dark. It was only the
Chairman of the Public Service Board who
reminded us that there was this academic who
happened to have Labor sympathies and who
agreed with our one-vote-one-value religion. He
came from nowhere. However, we gladly accepied
the advice of the Chairman of the Public Service
Board”. Government members cannot say that
and they know they cannot. The Government
wants this appeintment and it is responsible for it.

Mr Rushton: And no doubt it prompted the
appointment,

Mr MENSAROS: If an inquiry 100k place and
these questions were put to the Chairman of the
Public Service Board he would nol deny that he
consulis with the Government, that he perceives
its wishes and its prefercnces, and that he did so in
this case.

The aspect about which the Leader of Lthe Op-
position was critical of the Government and the
arca in which he censured the Government was in
respect of the Government's preference not only in
the formal appointment for which it was respon-
sible, but also because its preference went to a
person who cannot fit the job. That is the case not
because this person is in any way mentally unfit or
docs mnot  have the qualifications for the
position—{ar from it—but rather because he is
biased and is not impartial to the extent this job
demands, both statutorily and according to cus-
tom.

Although we da not have any cxpressive written
Statute in this respect, it stands to reason that a
Chicl Electoral Officer must be absolutely impar-
tial. The Leader of the Opposition referred 1o the
statutory rights of the Chicl Electoral Officer. He
mentioned a number of duties contained in the
Statute which the Chiefl Elecioral Officer has to
carry out. It is a peculiar position in which a
public servant must not only adjudge people, but
must also adjudge his peers to some extent—that
is, politicians and members of Parliament—during
clection campaigns and on clection days.
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The Leuder of the Opposition talked abaut
these issucs, but | would like to draw attention to
another area where the role of the Chicef Electoral
Officer is even more important. 1 refer here 10 the
fact that he is onc of the commissioners who draws
the boundarics within the provisions of the Stat-
ute.

Again I do not want 10 be misundersiood. The
credentials of the members of the Electoral Com-
mission are unassailable. The Chicel Justice and
Surveyor General are impartial. 14 is not difficult,
however, to understand how the commission
works. It operates like o bourd of directors where
the chicl executive is the Chiel Electoral Officer,
and he presents recommendations. Would anyone
sugagest that the Chicl Justice and the Surveyor
General sit down and figure out the numbers
which should fall inw onc clectorate or another
and physically draw the boundary line?

Would anyone suggest that the procedure is not
that the Chicl Elecioryl Officer. having worked
with his stafl, works oul a recommendation and
goes to the mecting of commissioners and says,
“This is my recommendation. Do you find any-
thing wrong with it?” That is the procedure. So
the role of the Chicf Electorat Officer is déubly
important.

I am not salking about the appointment o
pasitions of people who have party political affili-
ations or sympathies. Have members opposite
hcard me or any other Opposition member
complaining about Arthur Bickerton's bcing
appointed 1o the Greyhound Racing Board? He is
a decent fellow.

Mr Tonkin: He replaced Sir Des O'Neil,

Mr MENSARQS: The Minister cannot under-
stand that | am the best of Triends with Arthur
Bickerton: 1o the Minister. that sort of lriendship
docs not exist.

Mr Brian Burke: Then you would find it very
hard 1o criticise that appointment.

Mr MENSAROS: We
criticise it.

would not want 1o

Mr Brian Burke: But in all credibility you could
not do s,

Mr MENSARQOS: Was there anything 10 be
criticised in Des O'Neil's appointment?

Mr Brian Burke: We reappointed him 10 the
Lotieries Commission,

Mr MENSAROS: That is what | am saying:
There was nothing wrong with jit. Who appointed
Mr Justice Olney to the Supreme Court?

Mr Brian Burke: Who appointed Ray Youngp?
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Mr MENSAROS: It could not do any harm if
those people had party political affiliations. Gerry
Dolan appointed me to the board of the
Churchlands College. | asked him why he chose
me. and he said that | was the right man.

Mr Brian Burke: You recommended my father
10 become a justice of the peace.

Mr MENSAROS: And why not? 1 always had
the greatest respect for the Premier’s father. He
was the first man 1 met when | came here in 1950,
What | am saying is that there is a vast diffcrence
between those appeintments and the appointment
of the Chiel Electoral Officer. As we have said,
the Chicf Electoral Officer fills a position which
requires him to be absolutely impartial beyond
any doubt.

Even il E were wrong in saying thal the Govern-
ment’s ultimate aim is a one-parly Government,
the Government should not even consider lor this
position having an appointment recommended by
whomever it may be in which there was the
slightest bit of doubt. But no-one can tell me that
no doubt attaches to this appointment. More im-
portant than impartiality with this appointee. he
should be scen 1o be impartial, Can a man be seen
to be impartial—and he might be entirely impar-
tinl—when publications exist that show he takes a
partial position in clectoral matters and in politics,
o position which happens (o coincide with the
Government’s vicw?

We are not complaining about people appointed
from the university campus 1o a Government job.
Anyway, sooncr or later the situation will change
and, hopefully, we will inherit a university which
is frec of Labor supporters.

Mr Tonkin: Arc you in favour of brainwashing
students?

Mr MENSAROS: A1 lcast then we will have
places of learning where people will not be biased.

Muany accusations are made about integrity.
Why can we not accept that people can have integ-
rity? Why can we not then act accordingly?

Mr Hodge: You are impugning Dr Rumley's
integrity.

Mr MENSAROS: I appcars Trom that inter-
jection that what 1 have said is not undersiood or
is not wanted to be understood.

There could not be another appointment where
the appeintee’s integrily and impartiality could be
50 queried as this appointee’s when we consider his
history. Dr Rumley’s history shows that he cannot
be scen as impartial. Any proper. responsible
Government would realise this and act accord-
ingly.
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Perhaps 1 could 1ake a few minutes to comment
on papers | have scen in the Viennese archives,
because they are a good indication of what integ-
rity is. In the last century a gencral was appointed
in the war against Bosnia and the allegation was
made that he had misappropriated some moneys.
The War Minister of the Ausirian empire said
that the gencral would have to hand in all his
accounts. The general wrote back to say that
whaicver moncys he had reccived he had spent
and that anyonc who did not belicve him was an
ass. The file with his leuwer was shown to the
Emporer, who made a handwritien note on it I
believe him™. That was a time when people could
be accepled as having integrity, when people were
gentlemen and believed in integrity. This is not a
story | have invented. Anyone who wishes could
read this in the Viennese archives. The story indi-
cates what integrity is. The member for Welshpool
interjects, but { do not believe he undersiands
what it is all about.

Mr Tonkin: Europe is rife with totalitarianism.

Mr MENSAROS: 1 think | have sufficiently
supported the motion and shown that the appoint-
ment of Dr Rumlcy is patently improper. There-
fore, the Government richly deserves 10 be cen-
sured.

MR BRIAN BURKE (Balga—Premicr) [8.27
p-m.]: 1t is the Government’s contention that the
Opposition has made out its case in support of the
motion very poorly and that the motion would
benelit from amendment, which will happen in
duc course.

1T we look to Lhe substance of the motion, mem-
bers will notice that it differs markedly from the
nature of the argument put forward in its support
by the Leader of the Opposition.

In supporting the motion, he based his argu-
ments against the appointment of Dr Rumley on
two grounds: The [irst was the allegation that Dr
Rumiey was biased and the sccond was that he
had, in addition to some bias in respect of the
clectoral system, a declared political affiliation or
leaning. | perccived the basis of the latter Lo be
firstly that Dr Rumley had signed an advertise-
ment objecting to a particular publication, and
secondly, that his wile worked on an clection cam-
paign conducted during the last election in support
of Dr David Date.

The first matier of bius can be dispatched very
guickly. Remembering that Dr Rumley is an aca-
demic. in his papers the definition of clectoral bias
against the ALP—und this allegation appears in a
paper ealitled “Applied Aspects of Geography™
edited by Tanabi. University of Tokyo—is not a
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political definition but an academic one, which
reads as follows—

Electoral bias is 1the extent of difference
between the proportion of seats obtained in
an election and the percentage of scats
allocated.

It must be clear 10 all members that it is possible
to have in a particular situation a bias that in no
way reflects the view of the person making the
statement. The academic deflinition of bias ap-
pearing in Dr Rumley’s paper, a delinition which
states that elecioral bias is as | have sct out 10 the
House, is not even Dr Rumley’s definition. The
definition is provided by G. Gudgecon and P. J.
Taylor in a paper entitled “Seats, Votes and the
Spatial Organization of Elections”, London, Pion,
1979,

Several members interjected.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: | do not belicve 1 have
cver mel Dr Rumley. | am trying to put a scrious
point in answer to the first of lwo points raised by
the Leader of the Opposition. That was the point
that he repeated time and time again: Because Dr
Rumley had referred to clectoral bias, he was
somehow or other politically involved in criticising
the present clectoral distribution within the State
ol Western Australia. All 1 am trying 1o say is
that according to the academic definition, which is
not Dr Rumley's definition, bult which is a defi-
nition provided in the pubtication to which | have
referred—

Mr  MacKinnon:
cations—Dr Rumley?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: It was written by Mr G.
Gudgeon and Mr P. J. Taylor.

Mr MacKinnon: That is the definition that was
used by Dr Rumley in the publication; is that
right? )

Whoe wrote the publi-

Mr Pcarce: Because he is an academic, you
goose.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The academic definition
states that electoral bias is the extended difference
between the proportion of scatls obtained in an
clection and the percentage of scats allocated.
That is not a subjective assessment of a particular
situation.

Mr MacKinnon: But the definition was used by
Dr Rumley.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: That simply indicaies
that there is a bias, the same way as when onc
bowls a bowling ball there is a bias in the bail and
one may bowl it, | suppose, offthanded or
inhanded, whatever term is used.

Mr Spriggs: Backhanded!
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Mr BRIAN BURKE: There is nothing subjec-
tive ubout the acudemic definition that sees bias in
that fushion, so for that reason it is very difficult
to understund how the Leader of the Opposition
can turn away the academic integrity of Dr
Rumicy’s definition. That is the first thing.

The sceond thing that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition said was wrong in our appeintment of Dr
Rumley— -as to his character, let alone the process
which 1 will deal with in a moment—was the
signaturc that Dr Rumlcy placed on an advertise-
ment that criticised a particular publication. It is
important (o note that the publication had nothing
whatsocver o do, | understand, with the question
of clectoral distribution or clectoral laws. It was
an advertisement that objected 10 the racist and
sexist overtones of a particular publication put out
on the campus. Those other union radicals that the
Leader of the Opposition did not bother to refer
to. but who signed the same advertisement in-
cluded Professor Jayasuriya. | have not known
him 10 be a dangerouws radical. They also included
Mr R. Hallum who was an Anglican Chaplain.

Mr MacKinnon: What arc his politics?
Mr BRIAN BURKE: | have no idea what his
politics are.

Mr Old: What is that supposed to indicate?

Mr Pcarce: All these people arc very respect-
able.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: All I am trying to indi-
cale is that about 100 pames appeur herc. Pro-
fessor Jayasuriya is onc person whom 1 know and |
would not claim any clectoral bias as a result of
his signing this advertisement. Prolessor Peter
Recves. who is o Prolessor of History, 1 think, is
not known lor any political standing or status.

Mr Clarko: Yes, he is: he is onc of your mob.
Hc is a total socialist’ Ask him.

Mr Pearce: He is a professor of history.

Mr Clarko: Professor Reeves is a committed
sociahist.

Mr Pearce: These people arce respected aca-
demics in Western Australia.

Mr Clarko: | am not saying if one is a socialist
one is not respectuble.

Several members interjected,

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Professor Temrahn also
signed the advertisement, as did a number of other
people. Relerring to that particular publication,
let me guote from a letter 1o the editor that was
published w1 the time the publication was
distributed. It is from Graham Milner and Anthea
Parker. ncither of whom is known o me. They
said -
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This broadsheet contained some of the
most outragcous and disgusting malterial
which has ever been circulated on the UWA
campus.

Mr MacKinnon: In what publication was the
letier 1o the editor?
Mr Pcarce: The West Australian.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: h is
Australian and it reads as follows-—

in The West

A public statement demanding that the
Liberal Club dissociate itself from the appal-
ling racist and scxist remarks, and wilch-
hunting atiacks on radical campus and com-
munity groups contained in this publication,
has been endorsed by a wide range of student
organisations, members of the academic staff,
and of f-campus community groups.

1 may very well have signed the advertisement had
1 been asked 1o do so. | do not know. | was not
aware of the publication. | have no doubt that
some members on Lthe other side of the House,
were they awarce of the publication at the time,
may well have signed an advertisememt that
objected to it also. It simply does not amount to a
casc, leaving aside all the other considerations that
are far more imponant, that a man’s character
can be assassinated on the basis of academic
papers that he has published or on the basis of an
advertisement to which he puts his name along
with the names of other notable community
leaders or on the basis that his wife worked on
some accasion on an clection campaign. If we set
about assassinaling characters on those bases, |
sugpgest the only people to be appointed 10 any
position in the Public Service will be those who are
pure of heart, soul, or conscience in the luturc
because, quite simply, there is no basis in those
two fundamental allegations attaching to the case
of the Leader of the Opposition for the conclusion
that was drawn by him.

1 think it is important 1o refer also 1o one or 1wo
of the other major points made by the Leader of
the Opposition. The first was his constant harping
on the fact that attaching to that part of the
interviewing panel’s repart that 1 gave 1o him yes-
terday cvening was the statement that Dr Rumley
was the most impressive of the exiernal candi-
dates. That was what was said. In relation to the
other preferred name that was forwarded to the
Public Scrvice Board, this is what was said—

He works well with pcople in & group, and
he was the most impressive of the internal
candidates.

Two names came from the interviewing panel to
the Public Service Board. Surprisingly enough,
one was said to be the most impressive of the
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internal candidates und the other was said to be
the most impressive of the external candidates.
How can the Leader of the Opposition draw
strengih for his argument from the fact that Dr
Rumley was referred to as the most impressive of
the external applicanis? He could not have been
the most impressive of the internal applicants be-
cause he wus nol an applicant from the Public
Service.

The most impressive of the internal applicants
was clearly a person whose name, along with Dr
Rumley’s, was forwurded to the Public Service
Bourd. The Public Service Board did not forward
without any endorsement the name of Dr Rumley.
It was not simply a casc of the Public Service
Board's rcflusing to commit itself 1o Dr Rumley.
The Public Scrvice Board in its notification to the
Minister about the appointment of the Chief Elee-
toral Oflicer said -

In the Board's view there is no doubt that
Dr Rumley is the preferred applicant.

That is what the Public Scrvice Board said.

Were we not {o appoint Dr Rumley on the basis
of the advice received from the Public Service
Board, we would be in the position of saying,
“Despite your view that Dr Rumiey is the pre-
ferred applicant we are gaing 1o appoint applicant
X", With duc respect 1o the Leader of the Oppo-
sition and his arguments. he would have been the
first person o complain had he been approached
by somecone who had been o preferred and
cndorsed applicant of the Public Service Board nol
appointed by the Government, acting on the ad-
vice or request of the Public Service Board. In
fact, during the debate the Leader of the Oppo-
sition rcferred with some smugness to some knowl-
edge he would not impart 1o us of one candidate
who was rccommended by the Public Service
Board. but who was not appoinied. So on the onc
hand when someone is appointed that the Public
Serviece Board, not half-hcariedly, but whole-
heariedly recommends, onc is damned: on the
other hiand. when someonc is appointed that the
board recommends. one is damned for not ap-
pointing him. and the absurdity of that sitvation
must be clear 10 cveryone. It s important for
people 10 understand the process through which
this matter passed.

Mr  Jamicson: If you didn’t accepr their
recommendalion anyway you would have 1o table
rcasons in the House under the Act.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Firstly, advertisements
were calied nationally and in The West Aostralian
newspaper  for applications from  people who
wanted 1o become the Chiel Electoral Officer of
the Sute of Western Australia. Eleven appli-
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calions were reccived. Six applications were sub-
mitted by people outside the Public Service Board.
These applications were referred Lo a sclection
panct. the members of which were Mr D. J. Blight,
Dr M. C. Wood, and Mr F. J. Campbell.

Now we are hearing the Leader of the Oppo-
sition say it is no coincidence that Dr Wood was a
member of Lhe scteclion panel, but he did not offer
any evidence to support that lack of coincidence.
He simply got up and said, “I'll bet it is not an
accident™. That is all he said. There was no cvi-
dence. He did not say, **1 have been informed the
Minister insisted on Dr Wood’s being a member of
the panel”. He simply got up and said, "I’ll bet it
is no accident that Dr Wood was a member of the
panct®.

Mr Tonkin: That says mere about his mind.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: We cannol object to his
saying it, but we can ask him to produce cvidence
as to why Dr Wood was on the pancl. il that was
not accidentat. | had no knowledge, until 1 was
informed by the Chairman of the Public Service
board. that Dr Wood was on Lthe panel. | have no
idea why Dr Wood was put on the pancl, apart
from the normal practice that is followed by the
Public Service Board in thc appointment of an
intervicwing panel. I continue to quotc—

That panel was appointed, and afler
examining the applications, it sclected seven
candidates for interview. A copy of the
pancl’s report is attached for your infor-
mation.

This was the pancl’s report, and it simply lists the
seven applicants and gives the merits of the differ-
enl applicants. As 1 have said before, the great
play made by the Leader of the Opposition about
the reference to Dr Rumley being the preferred of
the external candidates is neatly counterbalanced
by the reference to Mr Chapman—whose name [
did take out of the material | handed over yester-
day, for obvious rcasons, and who has been named
tonight in the same way. Mr Chapman was re-
ferred to as the most impressive of the internal
candidates.

That  makes symmetrical  scnsc  in the
recommendations that cume forward from the
interviewing panci.

This is the final part ol the intcrvicwing pancl's
recommendation—

The interviewing pancl wishes to put the
names of two candidates before the public
Service Board. These arc Mr R, J. Chupman
and Dr D. Rumley. The panel fecls that
cither eandidate would do the job well.
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It then speaks ubout the relative strength of cach
of the two candidates, Mr McKenna's letter con-
tinues—

This report has been considered by the
Public Scrvice Board and 1 have also
intervicwed Dr Rumley again.

Then he says—

In the board’s view there is no doubt that
Dr Rumley is the preferred applicant.

The Opposition, led by its leader, would say to us
that we should have said to the Public Service
Bouard, “Thosc practices you followed which we
established when we were in Government should
not now prevail in the matter of this appointment,
and we should cause you to choose someone ¢lse
and 10 recommend 10 us some other name™. That
is the untenable -

Mr Rushton: That is wrong. If you had listencd
to the member for Florcat he would have put you
right.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: What would the Oppo-
sition have us do in that situation—simply refuse
to appoint Dt Rumiey?

Mr Rushton: We know you would have
infMucaced, and must have influenced, the appoint-
ment of Dr Rumley.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: | understand what the
member is saying. Where is his evidence lor saying
that?

Mr Rushton: We do not have to produce it.
Scveral members interjected.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: That makes it extremely
difficult,

Mr Mensaros: | said we might not have evi-
dence that could be prescnied to a court of jus-
tice—

Mr BRIAN BURKE: | am not asking for cvi-
dence to present 1o a court of justice; | am asking
for evidence to be produced by the member in Lhis
place.

Mr Tonkin: Evidence of any kind.
Mr Carr: This is u censure motion,
Mr BRIAN BURKE: This is 4 censure motion.

Mr Mensaros: What | said means, if you had an
occasion 1o ask questions informally of the Public
Service Commissioner, | cannot imagine that he
would say. ! made this appointment without cver
knowing what the Government wished or how the
Government feli, whether it was sympathetic 10
the Government or not. The Government did not
¢ven know about Dr Rumley, but heard about him
when the Public Service Commissioner made the
recommendation”.
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Mr BRIAN BURKE: All | am saying is that
the member has no evidence. | am interested to
hear what he has to say.

Mr Mensaros: 1 do not think if you had a con-
science you could say that. Il you did, you would
say | am right.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member for Florcal
has admitted thal he has no evidence, apart from
his nine years of experience as a Minister. That
rcally does tell the story about thosc years as a
Minister and the practices followed during that
period.

Several members interjected,

Mr MacKinnon: Can you name onc political
appointment Lo a Public Service position in this
Siate while we were the Government? One?!

Mr BRIAN BURKE: | will touch on a few of
the outside appointments of the previous Govern-
ment in a moment.

Mr MacKinnon: | hope vou will refer 10 some
Public Service deparimental heads.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Yes, | will. Onc thing |
want to underline is that the clear statement cer-
tainly indicates no duress as far as ¥ am con-
cerned—il is not an inert sort of antiseptic docu-
ment that seems Lo be a letier written under duress
or direction, influence or instruction, or by re-
quest, because it says, “'In the board’s view there is
ne doubt that Dr Rumley is the preferred appli-
cant™.

Mr Tonkin: “Therc is no doubt™,

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The other point | wish to
make is that made by the Minister for Parliamen-
tary and Electoral Reform during his interjection
on the Leader of the Opposition., because the
Leader of the Opposition faifed to grasp that the
Chairman of the Public Service Board has certain
obligations under the Act that preclude a
recommendation, in the strict sense of the word,
being made to the Government. Having read to
the House what the Chairman of the Public Ser-
vice Board had to say, | do nol think anyonc can
be under any misapprehension as to the board’s
position. Pursuant 1o section 29 of the Public Ser-
vice Act, the Chairman of the Public Service
Board simply says—

1 would thercfore formally request that you
advise His Excclleney, the Governor-in-
Exccutive Council, that pursuant (o section
29 of the Public Service Act the Public Ser-
vice Bouard recommends the appointment of
Dr D. Rumley 10 the permanent head position
of Chiefl Eicctoral Officer for a term of five
years.
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I reler 1o section 29(1) of the Public Service Act
which states—

On the recommendation of the Board, the
Governor may appoint any person, whether
an officer or not. 1o fill the vacancy in the
office of & Permanent Head or the vacancy in
a Scnior Office.

So it is very elear 10 those people who can read the
Act that the Governor—that is the Cabinet or the
Government—is unable 10 appoint anyone 10 that
position unless there s a recommendation from
the Public Service Board.

The recommendation was clearly made pursu-
ant to scction 29 of the Act and there was no
doubt about the Public Service Board's position.
The Leader of the Opposition ducks and dives
when he wilks about appointments from outside
the Public Service. | can recall his words tonight
when he said that while the Opposition did not
object to people being appointed from outside the
Public Service therc was a role for people being
appointed from outside the service. That is not
what the Opposition Leader has been saying pub-
licty.

This is what he had to say during a radio inter-
view as recently as 8.30 a.m. oday—

The guestion is not whether the Govern-
ment was involved in some way in particu-
larly picking out this man . ..

He spend all night telling us that we were involved
somehow, and that somchow or other we were
fiddling with the appoitment of this man, yet this
morning he was saying that the question was not
whether the Government was involved in some
way in particularly picking out this man, but that
the question was whether we were going 10 have
an outsider brought in and put in the position of
Chiefl Elecroral Officer, and that there were quali-
ficd people within the Public Service with the
requisite expericnce available to do the job.

That is what the Leader of the Opposition was
saying this morning—nothing about the *“political
bias™, as he culled it this evening, of Dr Rumley;
nothing about Dr Rumley’s unsuitability for the
job. but simply posing the main question which he
saw o be whether an outsider should be brought
into the service, when he believed—that is. the
Leader of the Opposition. not the Public Service
Bourd—thut there were people available within
the service with the requisite expericnce o do the
job.

The Leader of the Opposition is saying that the
Public Service Board's decision is. on the lace of
it, wrong simply beeause there was somcone inside
the service who, in the Leader of the Opposition's
view, was cupable of doing the job. The applicanis
from both inside and outside the service were
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interviewed. The Public Scrvice Board made its
decision, and on radio this morning the Leader of
the Opposition said publicly the main question was
why somecone should be brought in from outside
when there was someonc qualified inside the ser-
vice who presumably was an applicant, although
the applicant was not named, and who in the
Lecader of the Opposition’s view had the requisite
experience.

If we consider outside appointments, the Leader
of the Opposition stunds on shaky ground in his
criticism ol someone from outside the service, be-
cause under Liberal Party Governments these arc
just some of the appointments made by the parly
to which the Leader of the Opposition belongs:
Les McCarry—does the Opposition know where
he was appeinted from? That exceptional public
servant ¢came from the University of Western
Australia to the Treasury subscquently to become
Under-Treasurer. Nocl Semmens was appointed
from the oil industry 10 the Depariment of Tour-
ism. Bruce Kirkwood—

Mr MacKinnon: What were their known politi-
cal affiliations prior to their appointment?

Mr Tonkin: We do not knaw: you did.

Mr MacKinnon: | am asking the question.

Mr Jamieson interjected.

Mr BRIAN BURKE; That is the sort of ab-
surdity one can get to. The member for Welshpool
draws the line neally. Mr Knox, the former Dirce-
tor General of Transport was the son of o Minister
in the Victorian Goverament.

Mr MacKinnon: So what?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: That is the sort of guilt
by ussociation—

Mr MacKinnon: Docs every son flollow in his
lather's footsteps? Of course not.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I do not know whether
Dr Rumley follows in his wife's footsteps.

Mr MacKinnan: Which of those three public
servants had known political affiliations before
their appointment? Not onc.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: | am trying to point out
the absurdity of the situation highlighted by the
member for Welshpool.

Mr MacKinnon: His interjection was inanc and
you know ilL.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: It is the sume sort of
argument uscd by the Leader of the Opposition
when he said Dr Rumley's wife campaigned for o
political party. I do not know whether she did. but
because Dr Rumley™s wife did or did not campaign
for a political party. or Mr Knox's father was or
was not a Minister in the Victorian Government—
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Mr MacKinnon: What has that to do with the
appuintment of Les McCarry or Nocl Semmens?

Mr [ F. Taylor: You are cither thick or
deliberately thick.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The argument is about as
silly as that used against me from time 10 time
when 1 owas secking clection within the Labor
Party. when people used 1o say, Do not support
Brian Burke beciause he is Tom Burke's son and
Tom was cxpelled from the ALP™. 1 was about
ninc or 10 ycars' old when it happened. | won-
dered why people thought it not fit 10 vote for the
son of someone who was expelled from a party. I
can see the sort of primitive reasoning thai lies
behind the mind of some people, because the
Leader of the Opposition said tonight one of the
rcasons Dr Rumlcy is politically biased is that his
wife worked for a political party in some cam-
paign.

He produced no evidence of that, and 1 do not
know whether it is true. IL is true to say Dr
Rumiey should not be considered 10 be of his
wife’s political persuasion simply because she took
a particular political stance it some time or other.

Noel Semmens was appointed from the oil in-
dustry 10 head the Department of Tourism.

Mr MacKinnon: With what known political af-
liliations?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: | have no idca. As the
Leader of the Opposition said, the question was
whether somcone should be appointed from
outside when there was a person inside the service
with the prerequisite yualifications. He did not
mention the applicants, but this is what he was
saying this morning.

Mr Clarko: Tourism is not a good example.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: There are others. We
have gonc rom Treasury 1o Tourism. Let us now
go o the State Encrgy Commission. Bruce
Kirkwood was appointed from outside the Public
Secrvice 1o the position of Chairman of Com-
missioncrs of 1the State Encrgy Commission.

Mr Rushton: So what?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: So what is wrong wilh
outside appointments?

Mr Rushion: Who is cluiming anything is
wrong with them?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: A moment ago 1 read the
comments of the Leader of the Opposition who
was complaining about such appointmems. He
said- -

The question is not whether the Govern-
ment was involved in some way in particu-
larly picking out this man, but the question is
whether we are going to have an outsider
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brought in and put in this position as chicl of
the Electoral Depariment when there were
qualificd people available in the Public Ser-
vice with the requisite experience to do the
job.

Mr Rushion: And impartiality is essential.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Lcader of the Oppo-
sition was complaining about bringing in outside
people to the service, but he was part of a Govern-
ment which madc outside appointments, three of
which | have listed; the fourth was Dr Colin
Porter.

Mr Coyne: Would you complain if Bill Miwchell
was made Chiel Electoral Officer?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: That really 18 a strange
comparison. The member for Murchison-Eyre
says Dr Rumley's position is comparable with that
of W. W. Mitchell. Mr Mitchell was a paid ad-
viser to Liberal Governments. | am not awarc of
any position Dr Rumlcy has held in any service
within the Labor Party, and in fact when this
matter first arose, | took the trouble to ring the
State Sccerctary of the Labor Party and ask
whether Dr Rumley was a member of the party.
and he said “No™.

As far as | can tell there are some quite severe
differences. W. W. Mitchell is a promincnt mem-
ber of the Liberal Party and was a paid consultant
Lo successive Liberal Premicrs, yet the member for
Murchison-Eyre wants 1o comparc his position
with that of Dr Rumley.

Mr Dick Fleicher was appointed 1o the position
of Commissioner for Consumer Affairs from
outside the service. Dr John Taplin was appointed
Co-ordinator General of Transport from outside
the service, and Mr Coates himself was not
appointed from within the Elecloral Department.
He was on the attached list, having come newly
from the Health Department to that list. So by the
Leader of the Opposition’s own criteria. he did not
have the requisite experience to be able to do all
those things,

Mr Rushton: He was a proven administrator.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Let me recap: The
Leader of the Opposition demanded strength for
his argument from two lactors. The first was the
bias he said was present in the article published by
Dr Rumley; the second was the political affiliation
he claimed Dr Rumley had demonstrated, firstly
by signing an advertisement that objected to racist
and sexist material found 10 be offensive by a wide
range of people, and sccondly because Dr
Rumiey’s wilc worked on some campaign in sup-
port of a Labor candidate.

Mr Hassell: | said he did.



[ Wednesday, 26 September 1984]

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Well, that Dr Rumley
worked on the campaign. As regards that aspect,
the Leader of the Opposition did not producc any
evidence. Where is Lthe evidence to support that
claim?

Mr Rushion: Are you denying it?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: To the best of my knowl-
edge it is untrue,

Mr Rushion: That is un escape hatch for you.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition said Dr Rumley and his wife worked on an
¢lection campaign for a Labor candidate.

Mr Hussell: No, 1 did nol. You should at least
get it right. | said Dr Rumley worked on the
election campaign. When | referred Lo his wife |
said my information was she was a member of the
ALP.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Let me understand this.
Dr Rumley worked on an clection; presumably the
Leader of the Opposition says he worked on an
clection in suppart of a Labor candidute.

Mr Hassell: | named the clectorale.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Where is the evidence to
support the allegation?
Mr Gordoen Hill: It is all hearsay.

Mr Hussell: b am telling you it occurred. That is
perfectly good evidence.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Now wc huve Lhe evi-
dence: it s a repetition of the allegation. If onc
repeats it twice, or | supposc thrice, it becomes
stronger cvidence. Where is the evidence?

As lar as Dr Rumley’s wife is concerned. | have
inquired as 10 whether she is a member of the
Labor Party. Is ‘the Leader of 1the Opposition
suggesting that Dr Rumley’s wife™s membership of
the Labor Pany disqualifies him from that
position?

Mr Hasscll: | did not say that.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Why did the Leader of
the Opposition raise it then? What did he mean by
it?

Mr Hassell: Did | say that in my speech?

Mc BRIAN BURKE: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition referred to the fact that Dy Rumley's wife
was & member of the Labor Party.

Me Hassell: Her involvement in thal is as rel-
cvant as your legislation to require spouses of
members of Parliament to disclose their pecuniary
interests,

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Nced 1 remind the
Leader of the Opposition Lthat he voted against
that legislation? He voted against that legislation
and he now wants 10 draw strength from the legis-
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lation that he objected 10. He cannot huve it bolh
ways.

Let me make it perfectly clear that the Leader
of the Opposition raised the alleged membership
of Dr Rumlcy's wifc to imply that Dr Rumlcy was
not fit 10 be the Chief Electoral Officer.

Mr Hassell: | did not say that.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Then why did the Leader
of the Opposition raisc the question of Dr
Rumley’s wife’s membership? 1 do not know why
he raised that matter of her membership of the
Labor Party. 1 do not know whether il is truc or
not. However, even if it were true, it does not secm
to be relevant to Dr Rumiey’s position in view of
the imprimatur that the Public Service Board
placed upon his application.

The Leader of the Opposition, in naming those
people whom he said were connected with the ad-
vertisement to which he relerred, used the Tamiliar
old 1actic of guilt by association.

Mr Hassell: Again you arc being quite dis-
honest. | made it absolutely clear as 10 the basis
upon which these matters were being pul forward.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The adveriisement
objected to the racist and sexist nature of a publi-
cation which was distributed at the University of
Western Australia. The publication objected not
to electoral malapporuonment or electoral reform
in any way, but 10 the sexist and racist nature of a
particular publication put out at the university. It
was signed by people whom the Leader of the
Opposition did not bother to mention, including
Professor Jayasuriya as | said previously. It was
signed by people who represented a wide range of
communily groups both on and off the campus.

Mr Hassell: They were an interesting lot of
groups.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: So far as that cvidence is
concerned, it is flimsy and shaky. 1i really does not
become the Leader of the Opposition to pretend
that those two props support his argument.

I have referred Lo the question of bias. The
academic definition of bias which was one peculiar
to Dr Rumley has been twisted by the Leader of
the Opposition because Dr Rumley’s political
stance is contrary to thal of the Leader of the
Oppasition.

In relation 10 the political appoiniments, the
Leader of the Opposition has forgotten the outside
appoinitments which his party made when in
Government.

The Government has acted perfecily properly in
accepting the recommendations made by the Pub-
lic Service Board. The Public Service Board was
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quite unequivocal in its recommendations relating
1o Dr Rumley.

Anrendmenis (o Motion
I therefore move the following amendment—

That all words alter the word be™ in line 2 of the

motion be deleted with o view 10 inseriing the

following words— ‘
congratulated on the appointment of Dr
Dennis  Rumley as  Chief  Electoral
Officer of the State. Further the House
notes that the appointment of Dr
Rumley wus recommended by the Public
Service Board which, in its advice to
Government., stated that: “In the Board's
view there 15 no doubt that Dr Rumley is
the preferred applicant™.

Point of Order

Mr CLARKO: On a point of order, Mr Dcputy
Speaker. | request that you examine the amend-
mcent which has just been put forward with a view
to sceing whether it is not equivalent to a direct
negative of the original motion. If it is, | wake it
that it is not acceprable.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The matter
belore the House is that all words after a certain
word in the Opposition’s motion be deleted. That
is the only matter that is before the Chair. | do nat
find the amendiment moved by the Government 1o
be contrary to Parliament’s rules.

Debinte (on amendnients 1o motion) Resumed

MR TONKIN (Meorley-Swan—Lcader of the
House) [9.06 p.m.]: | sccond the amendment. The
reason for deleting the words ia the Opposition's
motion s that it is quite clearly unfair for the
Opposition 10 suggest that the Premicr and the
Government should be censured when they have
been following recommendations which are not
weak recommendations but very uncquivocal and
strong recommendations that Dr Rumley be
appointed. In fact, the board said that, without
doubt. Dr Rumley is the preferred candidate.

Point of Order

Mr CLARKO: On a point of order, Mr Depuly
Speaker. 1 listened with keen interest to your pre-
vious ruling with which | totally agree. 1 wonder
whether the Leader of the House is now debating
the matter that you said is the matier for debate;
that is. the words 10 be deleted. 1 think he is
debating the words of congralulations proposed by
the Government's aniendment.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The clock has been
stopped. It indicaics 10 me that the Leader of the
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House has not been on his leet for more than one
minute. It is extremely difTicult for me, therefore.
to determine what motion he is speuaking to. 1 will
wait a little longer to determine that. 11 may be
that the member is right. However, | cannol deter-
mine that now.

Debalc (on amendments to motion) Resumed

Mr TONKIN: Clearly, the member far
Karrinyup is not able 10 follow a logical argument
because 1 have been careful 1o say that the words
should be deleted. It is clear that the Premier and
the Government should not be censured and those
arc the words that we are deleting from the Oppo-
sition’s motion.

Mr Clarko: You were starting Lo talk about
congratulations.

Mr TONKIN: I was saying the words should be
deleted because contrary to there being a censure
of the Government, the Government should be
congratulated because it has followed 1the
recommendations of the Public Service Board.

I remind members that section  29(1) of the
Public Service Act states that the Governor may
appoint a person, whether an officer or not, to filt
a vacancy in the office of a permanent head or a
vacancy in a seniar office. In other wards, it is not
lawful 10 appoint a person unless the board has
recommended the appointment of that person.

Mr Rushton: That obviously takes place alier
consultation with the Minister, the Premier, and
the Chairman of the Public Service Board.

Mr TONKIN: It is intcresting to hear the mem-
ber say that and confirm what the member for
Floreat said. The member for Florcat clearly
indicated that he had followed a practice of
politicising the Public Service by leaning on Lhe
Public Service Board and interfering with ils im-
partiality. The Leader of the Opposition said that
he did not believe in the politicisation of the Public
Secrvice and then the member for Floreat, in sup-
porting the motion, went into the nine-ycar history
of his term as a Minister of the Crown. He said
that the Public Service Board was a puppet of the
Government.

I do not happen to believe that Mr McKenna
and other members of the Public Service Board
would have been so pliable. especially in the hands
of the members who sit opposite. | cannot scc
them moulding the decisions or the characier of
anyone.

We assert the independence of the Public Ser-
vice Board. The Act has been framed very
deliberately. If we wanted to have a situalion
where Governments appointed just anyone, we
would not have the Public Service Board, and the
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Government would stalk around and pick someonc
out and appoint him. This Act has been carelully
lramcd to ensure thut the Governor may not ap-
point someone unless the Public Service Board, in
the first place, has recommended that person.

Mr Rushton: Why was Dr Wood appointed by a
Labor Government?

Mr TONKIN: | have no idca; | had no connec-
tion with it.

Severul members interjected.

Mr Burkett: Don’t tell me that Dr Wood has
not got the ability o be there.

Mr Rushiton: He is a political person.

Mr Burkell: When O'Meara was made Chair-
man of the Town Planning Board, was he politi-
cul? He sought presclection for the Liberal Party.
You must think we ure mad.

Several members interjected.

Mr Burkett: Who is it? Come on! Three days a
week for $28000 o ycar. You arc incredible,
saiatly Cyril.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr TONKIN: We have had some cloquent tes-
timony of the kind of political appointments from
the member for Scarborough and | thank him for
his interjection.

Several members interjecied.

Mr TONKIN: We saw that the Leader of the
Opposition and the member for Floreat clearly
were at odds in their argument because onc said
he did not believe in politicisation of the Public
Service. but the ather gave evidence that he had
been leaning an the Public Service Board and try-
ing as hard as he could 1o politicise the Public
Service.

Several members interjected.

Mr TONKIN: The Government is quite sure
that the Public Service Bouard is doing an excellent
job and I point oul that Mr McKenna, the chair-
man, wus appointed by the previcis Government.
Yet, as soon as the previous Government lost
Governmenl, in a fit of pique and a fit of temper,
it immediatcly altacks the character of Mr
McKenna. Bt is a disgracelul situation 10 suggest
that Mr McKenna is a creature of the Govern-
ment and will do whatever it says. He is not some
petty clerk in some Government department, he is
a senior civil servant. He is a person whom | would
have thought, as the previous Government
appointed him. the Opposition would respect, but
we sce that as soon as it loscs office, it becomes
petulant and makes these attacks on him.

Mr Depuly Speuker, in accordance with your
ruling, | am keeping to the amendment, and |
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would urge the House to support it because the
Government is sure that what it has to do is stand
squarely behind the Public Service Board and en-
sure that its impartiality is maintained and that
the special rights given 10 it, not by a Labor
Government, but by this Parliament, are
maintained; namecly, that persons cannot be
appointed to the head of a department unless the
Public Service Board makes that recommendation.

The Government would have been crilicised
very severely if, in fact, it had said to the Public
Service Board, “No, we will not send your
rccommendation through to the Governor™.

As the Premier said, *You are damned if you
do, and you are damned if you don't”. If the
Government accepts the reccommendation there is
criticism and if it does not accept the
recommendation there is criticism for ignoring the
Public Service Board and for politicising Lhe Pub-
lic Service.

I am rcally shocked at the admissions of the
member for Florcat. The Government rejects out
of hand his assertion that the Government should
turn the Public Service Board into some kind of a
puppet and try to make it do exactly what it
wishes.

MR CLARKO (Karrinyup) [9.15 p.m.]: | op-
posc the amendment to delete the words as
propased. They should stand. No governmental
system, whether it be a monarchy, an oligarchy, or
a Parliament can operate efficiently unless it is
supported in its executive and legislative decisions
by a dedicated, highly qualified, experienced, and
reliable Civil Service. Under the Westminster
system. the hearl of the system is an impartial and
non-partisan Civil Service.

Traditionally Ministers in such a sysicm do not
need to speculate on the political party allegiance
of their civil servants. They take it for granted that
they will service them impartially and without
partisan and political bias. This, of course, is in
marked contrast Lo the United Siates where, fol-
lowing a presidenital clection, it is c¢laimed that a
new President removes all the appointecs of his
predeccssor down to the doorman of the White
House.

The Burke Government has indulged itself in
Tammany Hall-style politics, writ large. Partisan
supporters arc tn and cveryone else, unless it suits
the Government's devious thoughis, are out. There
arc jobs for the boys and there are jobs for the
girls. Lately there have been jobs for the dads. ]
am not awarc whether there have been any jobs
for the mums, but no doubt that will come in time.
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IM F were a member of the Labor Party | would
be aggrieved by now il | had not been given a well-
paid job.

Mr Court: You would know where you stood.

Mr CLARKO: | really would because there arc
very few lefl who have nol been given some
position of advantage on the Government payroll,

Mr Court: Some of their supporters are pulling
in $100 000 a year with a husband and wife com-
bination.

Mr CLARKQO: It is a scrious matter that a
member of the stufT of the City of Stirling, who
was Lhe assistant 1o the Town Clerk—Mr
Lloyd—has been promoated from a position that
was, | suppose, in the $20 000-plus figure to a
$60 000 position.

Mr Burkett: And Malcolm Sargant on many
occasions Lold me that Tony Lloyd wus one of the
most talented officers ever Lo join the staff of the
City of Stirling. You should contact Malcolm
Sarganl tomorrow.

Mr CLARKQ: 1 would not arguc with the
member for Scarborough. | accept that statement
as being the 101l truth. However, il Tony Lloyd
had not been a member of the Labor Party, | put
it 10 members of the Government that he would
not be holding that position now. That is my argu-
ment.

He happens 1o be one of the people appointed by
the Goverament who is a highly capable person,
but many of the pcople the Government has
appointed are inuppropriate. For example, the ap-
pointment of Bill Thomas as adviser 10 the Minis-
ter for Planning is absolute nonscase. All that
fellow cver did was 1o involve himself in riots and
rebellions on the university campus and he did no
study. He has no qualifications lor that position
whatsocver. He was an assistant secretary for one
of the building workers' unions. | took a depu-
tation 1o mect with the Minister, who was most
helpful, but while we were wailing to sce him Mr
Thomas gave us some advice on a subject which he
knew nothing about. That is one of the examples
why the Government has commilted a culpable sin
in the appointment of many of its advisers. They
do not have the qualifications for the jobs.

Labor Purly members and sympathisers who do
not have the relevant qualifications are being
appointed at the rute of a food, and that is what
the Opposition is conecrned ubout.

In regurd 1o the appointment of Dr Rumley, [
would ask the Government 1o advise me if ever
beflore in the Jong history of the State a person has
been uppointed us the Chicl Electoral Officer
whose ¢laim 1 fume is that of an academic ge-
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ographer? Is therc any other State in Australia
that has a person as its Chicf Electorul Officer
who is an academic geographer? Most Chicf Elec-
toral Officers have always had onc thing in com-
mon, and that is a reputation for being sound
administrators. They usually have had long cx-
perience in the Civil Service. The essence of the
job is to have such experience as a civil servant
and as a qualificd administrator and o be seen to
be polilically neutral and not to be politically par-
tisan in any way—lo be completely above sus-
picion in all regard.

| ask what experiecnce Dr Rumley has in
administration, let alonc administration in the
Civil Service. People have said that he has some
administrative cxperience at the university. My
expericnce is that people of his level in the
universitics work in very, very sittall departments,
that the peoplc with whom they deal as lecturers
are not of the type that are trained in
administration, as in the Civil Service.

Mr Pearce: This is not an attack on the Univer-
sity of Western Australia, is it?

Mr CLARKQ: | do not use the vituperative
language that the Minister for Education usually
uses in this place.

As someone who has worked in the Public Ser-
vice | am sure you, Mr Deputy Speaker, know that
system and did very well but these aca-
demics—and | have been a lecturer and | have
worked for the Civil Service—both State and
Commonwealth—

Mr Pearce: You have not been a lecturer at the
university.

Mr CLARKO: There is a great difference be-
tween lecturers and civil servants by way of tech-
nique and administration practices. Very rarely
does one find lecturers who have to be at work at
six minutes to nine. They dress 1o their own par-
ticutar whim and | am not saying that is good or
bad. They follow their own pattern of arrange-
ment and hours, and that is the sort of experience
Dr Rumley has. | am not interested in the Minis-
ler’s interjections unless he can tell me that that
siwation is not truc of Dr Rumley and he can tell
me that Dr Rumley has had experience with a
large department, If he can tell me that | would
like 1o hear it.

| suspect that his administrative expericnce in
terms of controlling a large number of workers is
very smail. | think it is very much of one 1ype, and
that type of background is nol appropriate far a
person whe will become a head of a Government
department. '

This is not the first dubious Civil Service ap-
pointment. Dr Michael Wood was appointed as
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Secretary of the Local Government Department,
He is wnother example of a person whose adminis-
trative background | question as being appropriate
for the head of a Stute Government department. |t
is intercsting (o note that Dr Wood was a member
of the sclection pancl. Therclore, it is not surpris-
ing that he should have selected somebody with a
background similar 1o his own.

Mr Pcarce: You do not know how Dr Weod
voled and you cannot prove that he voted flor the
appointment of Dr Rumilcy.

Mr CLARKO: The Minister finds it necessary
to get angry about every point. | am saying thal
both men have simitar academic backgrounds with
a similar lack of administrative training lor the
Civil Service. | am not saying that Dr Woed is bad
or cvil but that it is notl surprising he would be
supportive of somconec who has a similar back-
ground Lo his own.

Mr Pearce: He may not have voted for him.

Mr CLARKO: The natural and logical thing is
for him to support onc of his own kind. The whole
busincss gets cosier and cosier. The next selection
pancl of the Public Service will probably include
Dr Wood and Dr Rumley and if another person of
similar background applies for a position we could
finish up with the whole of the University ol West-
ern Australia in the Public Service, before the
Minister has had time to drive them out. The
Minister is using a whip 10 drive them out; this is
an aliernative method using a carrot 10 fead them
out. We have both methods operating al our afma
mater. We shall soon be in the position of having a
fancy clock tower and green lawns at the univer-
sity but with no-one there. There is good reason
1o suppose that Dr Wood would have chosen
someonc of similar_background and therc is a
strong likelihood that Dr Wood and Dr Rumley
have been in close association for many years on
the campus of UWA. If not close [ricnds, they
have at least been workmates who have had a good
decal 10 do with cach other. In a few moments | will
give an example of an association between them
on onc particular matter which was made public.
1t is highly likely that in an institution such as
UWA, which is not the largest universily in the
world, staflf members, particularly in arcas which
have a great deal in common in terms of academic
specially. work in close association.

Mr Pearce: Onc is in gecography and the other in
politics.

Mr CLARKO: There would have been an as-
sociation. This Government is progressively filling
carcer positions in the Public Service with its own
cronics at the expense of the talented and am-
bitious members of the Civil Service.
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Mr Burkett: Are you saying thut Dr Wood is a
crony’?

Mr CLARKO: | did not say hc was a crony.
Tony Lloyd is an aclive member of the Labor
Party. 1 have put it to members that he got his
rapid promolion becausc of his involvement with
the Labor Party. The Government has said that he
is capable and | have accepted that, However, it is
cronyism il he pets rapid promotion because of his
links with the Labor Pary. It docs not mean that
he does not have the ability to do the job, but that
he got the job because of his affiliation with the
Labor Party. If the member for Scarborough
appointed one of his daughters to his office—

Mr Burketl: That would be ncpotism, not
cronyism.

Mr CLARKQ: Yes, the member is correct in
that case. However, il we move beyond that and
consider 1he Premicr's employment of Bob
Maumill's daughter in his elecloraie office, that is
cronyism.

There is a great deal of this going on in Western
Australia al the moment and more than has ever
happened in the history of the State. | am not
saying that some of the people appointed do not
have the ability or the qualifications 10 do the jobs
to which they are appointed; some do and some do
not. However, even if all the appointees had the
requisite qualifications and expcricnce demanded
by the positions, their appoinimnents would still
represent cronyism.

Mt Davics interjected.

Mr CLARKO: The Minister for the Environ-
ment will have his opporiunity to speak in a few
moments. | would be happy to hear him speak on
the Farrington Road issuc. We have been waiting
to hear his views on that subject, il he is keen to
speak.

Several members interjected.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr L. F. Taylor):
Order!

Mr CLARKO: This Government has put fear
into the Civil Service. It has destroyed the
opportunities for promotion for the ambitiovs and
talented civil servants. It will also affect those
people who are less talented and less ambitious
because those of us who have been in the Public
Service know that when a promotion is made ncar
the top of the ladder all those people below are
promoted along the line. The Government has
maltreated the Public Service. It is 1aking away
from these fine, highly qualified people their
opportunities for advancement. Many of them
have worked very hard to obtain their qualifi-
cutions. When | was al university | frequently saw
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friends cmployed in the Public Service getting off
the trolley bus at four or five o'clock and going
into the university to study lor their qualifications.
They were working for three or four hours at night
and that is very burdensomic after a day’s work. IT
you, Mr Acting Spcaker, were onc of those people,
I congratulate you. These people went 1o great
lengths to improve their minds and business train-
ing in order Lo become better servants of the fine
Civil Service of Western Australia. Their confi-
dence has been absolutely destroyed. It is battered
a little more cach day.

I refler now 1o the disgraceful 10 per cemt pay
cut imposced on civil servants. Only one good thing
came out of that. Many had a rethink about their
political afMiliations.

There is another aspect to the appoiniment of
Dr Rumley and others like him that leaves a bad
taste in many people’s mouths. It is particularly
strange and unfair that such people will be given
the opportunity (o take leave from their tertiary
institution, 1o grab the goodics from their political
friends and. if anything goes sour, to be able to
return to their previous positions. In the meantime
other people have been kept from occupying those
positions. That is a very bad side effect of holding
the academic jobs open at the tertiary institutions.

Mr Pcarce: We arce not doing that.

Mr CLARKO: The Government has done a
deal with these people and it is keeping the jobs
open.

I refer to the case of Graham Hawkes. | am told
that people 1hink that is Graham Hawkes’
position. He has had six months 10 prepare a 48-
page sccond reading speech for the Minister lor
Parliamentary and Electoral Reform. 1 do not
know what else he did in the six months. The
Government thinks that particular person will be
popped back into the Education Department at
any Lime. | have read that is what is in the
Government's mind: he has only been seconded.
All | can say is that the Minister had better be in
Goverminent when he is due to come back so that
he will be able to make that decision. That
example is contradiclory 1o what the Minister said
a moment ago.

Mr Pearce: | said we did not have any control
over that. Mr Hawkes is an officer on secondment.

Mr CLARKOQ: He certainly was a Labor Party
candidate: | think he was a vice president of the
Minister’s party. He certainly abused The West
Austrafian editorial columns for a decade trying to
push his ideas on what the clectoral system of
Western Australia should be. At lcast he has been
rewarded by way of a bit morc cronyism. If we
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were returncd to Government and started picking
out a couple of people who were our candidates, it
would bc interesting to hear what members op-
posite would say about that.

If I had my way—unfortunately, 1 do not
aiways have it—when we go back into Govern-
ment—

Several members interjected.

Mr CLARKO: —this type of appointee will be
sacked on the same day. There will be no golden
handshake. There might be a blackened boot ap-
plied in the right place. That is what these people
deserve. These people are blatant partisans, and
political appointees.

This job is an administrative one.

Mr Burkett: | am glad you said that. There was
an appointment to the Town Planning Board—

Mr CLARKO: I am running out of time.
Several members interjected.

Mr CLARKO: My leader has quoted from Dr
Rumiey's academic papers. They show that Dr
Rumley’s views about the current clectoral system
is that he is opposed to it.

There is one point | must make. if Dr Rumley
did work for the ALP—I understand he worked
for a candidate for the clectorate of Clontarf—do
members think he is a suitable person to be Chiel
Electoral Officer? | challcnge the Government to
ask Dr Rumley tomorrow whether he has ever
worked lor an ALP candidate, or for any political
party. IT he has, he should have the gumption not
to take up the position, and the Government
should have the gumption to sack him il he secks
Lo take it up.

It is a pity that the Minister for Parliamentary
and Electoral Reform is not here, because accord-
ing 10 the Press he stated that he did not know Dr
Rumley personally. | can advisc thc House—
whether this is a personal association 1 do not
know—on 6 June 1976 the Minister representing
the Labor Party, Mr Ren Elphick representing the
Country Party, and mysell representing the Lib-
eral Party, at the invitation of Dr Rumley, went 1o
Rottnest. We debated the question of electoral
systems—in elfect elcctoral boundaries, and one-
vole-onc-value. The Minister, Mr Tonkin, sat at
the same luncheon table with Dr Rumley, as did 1,
and as did members of his family.

Several members interjected.

Mr CLARKO: | do not know whelther that
means he knows him personally. 1 would like to
ask the Minister whether 1hat is the only occasion
on which he has met Dr Rumley. Docs he not
think that is a personal association with him?
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I would accept his statement on that matier. It
is important 1o bring this 10 the notice of the
House, because in this debate the Minister turns
oul badly,

MR PEARCE (Armadale —Minister for Edu-
cation) [9.35 p.m.]: There arc & couple of issucs
which nced 1o be clarified. The first and simple
onc is this: The Government has taken the
recommendation of the Public Service Board in
appointing Dr Rumley to this position.

Mr Hassell: What a pathetic argument.

Several members interjecied.

Mr PEARCE: It is an interesting argument,
because | cannot remember—and | ask the mem-
ber for Welshpool. who has been in this Housc
longer than anybody. whether he can remem-
ber—-an occasion on which the Government has
tabled documents which demonstrate conclusively
that a particular recommendation was made by
the Public Service Board. It has not been the prac-
tice in my knowledge for Governments to do that,
but in fact the Premicr has done it on this oc-
casion.

I ask the member for Welshpool whether he can
remember an occasion when such documents have
been tabled previously.

Mt Jamicson: It is the choice of the Public
Service Board.,

Mr PEARCE: That is the casc. In fact, the
recommendation of Dr Rumley, as is indicated in
the amendment which | am supporting, was on the
recommendation of the Public Service Board. 1
agree with the Leader of the Opposition—and the
Government agrees—in the points that he made
carlicr in his spcech about the need flor impar-
tiakity in this position, the necd for a person who is
outside the political process, and for a lack of
participation by political people in making that
appointment. All the Government says in answer
to that is that is preciscly the path we have fol-
lowed with regard to this appointment. A sclection
pancl of three persons was sel up 1o interview
applicants. The Government did not nominate any
person o that sclection panel. The selection panel
was sct up by the Public Service Board. The
rccommendations ol the selection panel—

Mr Rushion: What part did the Government
play behind the scenes?

Mr PEARCE: The Government played no part
behind the scencs. I ask the member for Dale, the
Leader of the Opposition and others 1o reflect on
why they are criticising the Government.

Several members interjecied.

Mr PEARCE: Members opposite think they are
criticising the Government.
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Mr Rushton: Who is the person responsible lor
appoiniing a sensitive person 10 u sensitive arca?

Mr PEARCE: The Government appointed the
nominge of the Public Service Board, who was
arrived at through a process over which the
Government had no overt or cavert contral.

Mr Hasseli: After all these hours ol debate
ncither you nor any ol your collcagues, including
the Premier, has given one rcason ol substance for
this outside appointment being made.

Mr PEARCE: We have. We have submitted 2
substantial rcason, and that is that he was the
person recommended by the Public Scrvice Board.
There can be no more substantial reason for the
appaintment.

Mr Hassell: You clearly did not understand the
argument [ put to the House.

Mr PEARCE: The argument the Leader of Lhe
Opposition pul was that the Public Service Board
should have recommended somebody else.

Mr Hassell: No, it was not.
Mr PEARCE: Yes, it was precisely that.
Mr Rushton: That was not the argument.

Mr PEARCE: The Government accepts the re-
sponsibility, bul the Government has indicaied 1o
the Housc and to the people that we appointed the
person nominated by the Public Service Board.

Sevcral members interjected.

Mr PEARCE: If we had done anything clse, as
the Premicr rightly indicated, if we had nominated
for this position somconc other than the nomince
of the Public Scrvice Board, the screams of Lhe
Leader of the Opposition would have been heard
nol only throughout Western Australia, but on the
easlern seaboard as well. The implication was that
we were trying to interfere with the process by
nominating somcbody other than the person
nominated through the normal channcls.

Several members interjected.
Mr PEARCE: That is the fact of the matter.

Let me tell the House a couple of other things
about the personal knowledge of Dr Rumley by
members of the Cabinet who rubber-stamped the
Public Service Board appointment. 1 can remem-
ber the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral
Reform saying to me. “Do you know Dr
Rumley?” and indicating that he had met him
once or twice but did not have any personal ability
10 judge whether the Public Service Board in his
view had made the right appointment. | have met
Dr Rumley on half-a-dozen occasions, because he
is a member of the executive of thc Academic
Swaff Assaciation of the University of Western
Australia.
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Mr Clarko: Do you consider you know him per-
sonally?

Mr PEARCE: 1 do not. My coaversations with
him have probably been shorter than those the
member for Karrinyup had with him at the lunch-
con at Rotinest back in 1976. § would have had
less than 10 minutes’ conversation with him in
groups on the half-dozen occasions 1 have mel
him. | could not say one way or the other what his
attitude on anything would be.

Mr MacKinnon: | think you could say what his
dttitude on clectoral reform was,

Mr PEARCE: [ could not say that. T have not
discussed it with him.

Mr MacKinnon: He has been making public
statements about it since 1976.

Mr PEARCE: As an academic. he wrote an
article in a publication produced by the Politics
Department  of  the University of Wesiern
Australia with regard to the 1977 clection, refer-
ring to the clectoral geopraphy of the Perth metro-
politan area. That was an academic work and
doubltlcss members opposite have read it

Mr Clarko: Do you mean the 1974 election?

Mr PEARCE: It might have been. 1 thought it
was 1977,

Mr Clarko: That is the onc where he sets out
Karrinyup, Perth, and Floreal—

Mr PEARCE: Thin is right. It was purely an
academic work.

Mr Clarko: | did not think much of it becausc
he missed some of the basic points when making
academic statements, He missed the lact that
there are old candidates and new candidates.

Mr Carr: He missed the magnetic appeal of the
member for Karrinyup!

Mr PEARCE: That is casy Lo overlook.

The simple lact is that Governments ought not
to interfere with the process of appoiniment 10
importanl and crucial Public Service positions.
Everyone aceepts that, and the Government has
not interfered with the process in this case, be-
cause all it has done is to appoiat the nominee of
the Public Service Board.

Mr Hassell: It was not a nominee; it was a
recommendation.

Mr PEARCE: Well, a recommendation then.
That is different from the process which operated
when the present Opposition was in Government,
because 1 can tell the House that when the mem-
ber for Karrinyup was Minister for Education he
interfered in the process of appointment of officers
to senior positions in the Education Department,
favouring members of the Liberal Party.
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Mr Clarko: That is nonsense, That is false.
Mr Tonkin: Tell us more.

Mr PEARCE: The member for Karrinyup per-
sonally interfered in the appointment of an officer
to director status who is a member of the Liberal
Party and who speaks frequently at Liberal Party
conventions with regard to cducation at director
level, against the prevailing opinion inside the
Education Department. The member for
Karrinyup appointed somcone who has caused me
many problems since.

Mr Clarko: All | can say is you arc not being
lair 10 your officers. Numerous appointments were
made and there would be appointees who were not
in the Liberal Party.

Mr PEARCE: There was onc particular ap-
pointee who, it is clearly understood around the
Education Depaniment—

Mr MacKinnon: Who does not happen 1o agree
with your vicws,

Mr Clarko: Do you have any evidence of this?

Mr PEARCE: I do not know how things worked
when the member for Karrinyup was the Minister,
but it does not matier in the Education Depart-
ment whether people agree with my views. They
arc free to advise as they like, but in the end the
decisions are made by the Minister and they are
implemented by the pcople employed to do that.

Mr MacKinnon: You told us he caused you
trouble.

Mr PEARCE: Because some of the policies do
not gel implemented and letters take three months
to answer.

Mr MacKinnon: Who is in charge?

Mr PEARCE: 1 am in charge and things get
done, 100.

Mr MacKinnon: No wonder | am not getting
any action.

Mr Clarko: Do you have any evidence of this or
is il just hearsay?

Mr PEARCE: The former Minister for Edu-
cation personally interfered to ensure that a mem-
ber of his political party, a person from his neck of
the woods, was appointed to a dircctor’s position in
the Education Department.

Mr Clarko: Do you have any evidence of that?

Mr PEARCE: | can name the person, bui | do
not inlend to.

Mr Clarko: 1 am not walking about naming. Do
you have any evidence?

Mr PEARCE: | do not intend to name the per-
son, because il is nol my intention to do what the



[ Wednesday, 26 Scpicmber 1984]

Opposition has done: that is. 1o smear individuals
who are in public office.

Mr Clarko: You have just done it. Read the
Hansard. _

Mr PEARCE: | did not namc anyone.

Mr Clarko: But you can smcar pcople withoul
naming them.

Mr PEARCE: The member Tor Karrinyup
knows who | mecan. The Housc saw how
thoroughly the member for Karrinyup blushed
when | made that poeint.

Mr Clarko: You arc going on hearsay.

Mr PEARCE: It is more than hearsay. If the
members like. § shail tabic the file.

Mr Clarko: You can do what you like. You just
said a moment ago, 1 am not here to smear
people” and yei you arc doing exactly that.

Mr Tonkin: You can’t smear a person without
naming him.

Mr Carr: You have just had your 20 minutcs.
How about Jeiting somcong clse have a go?

Mr Clarko: Didn’t you hear him interject on me
and on others?

Mr PEARCE: If the member for Karrinyup
wints to press this matter—

Mr Clarko: | am not pressing it. Don’t threaten.

Mr Tonkin: I'll bet you arcen’t!

Mr PEARCE: —let him ask a question at ques-
tion time tomorrow evening and | shall come into
the House with a file. | shall name the officer
concerned and table the file.

Mr Clarko: And you said a moment ago that
you don’t smear people!

Mr PEARCE: If the member for Karrinyup
asks the question, | will provide the informalion,
and we will find how sincere the member for
Karrinyup is by whether—

Mr Clarko: You arc obviously mendacious.

Mr PEARCE:—hc asks the question come
question Lime Lomorrow night.

Mr Clarko: By the way, is your lift open 24
hours a day?

Mr PEARCE: Ycs, it is.

Mr Clarko: Itis not. You told me—

Mr PEARCE: It is open 24 hours a day,
although that subject is irrelevant to this debate.

Mr Clarko: That is not what you said before.
What you said you would do did not happen.

Mr PEARCE: On the subject of the lift, | shali
1ell members a story. When 1 liberated that lift |
wus told by officers of the Education Department
that, lor security rcasons, it could not be opened
(58)
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for 24 hours a day but only between the hours of
9.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m. ] insisted that il be open
from 8.45 a.m. 10 4.45 p.m.—

Mr Clarko: That is not liberating it.

Mr PEARCE: —in order to allow pecople a bit
of time before and after work. However, | wook the
word of the people in the Education Depariment.

A year after that limited, rather than complete,
liberation of the lift, the security people said to
me. "Look, will you agree 10 liberating this 1ift 24
hours a day because it is causing rcal trouble
having to wurn the damn thing on and off alt the
time?” 1 asked, “What happencd about these
strange security reasons?” They said, ““What se-
curity reasons would they be?” The lift is now
open 24 hours a day. | tearnt a real lesson about
bureaucracy in respect of that matter; that is, we
should noi believe what we are told first time
around. That lift is open 24 hours a day; it is
causing no great difficulty; | have not yet been
assassinaled.

Mr Clarko: | was told there were security
reasons—

Mr PEARCE: It is obvious one of us is smarter
than the other.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Ordcr! Perhaps it is
time we returned 10 the motion.

Mr PEARCE: In conclusion, | want to give this
warning to the Opposition: If it intends to follow
the path of smearing every person who is
appointed to any Public Service position under this
Government, then it is following a path to scif-
destruction. Clearly the auitude the Opposition is
taking is this: “If you cannot prove anything,
throw a bit of mud, because, il you throw enough
mud, some mud sticks”. That is widely known
around Australia as the “*Peacock principle™.

Mr Clarko: And that is what would happen 1o
you if you tabled one file.

Mr PEARCE: The member for Karrinyup can
ask the question—

Mr Clarko: Because we would ask you to table
several others.

Mr PEARCE: The member for Karrinyup can
ask all he likes.

Mr Clarko: You would just usc it to suit your-
self. You would not follow a principle. That is
what you said 1o me aboul two weeks ago when
you threatened to put up a file and you asked me
whether or not | wanted it. 1t is up to you to do
what you want to do. If you put up one file, you
should understand you will be opening Pandora's
box.
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Mr PEARCE: | shall wable the files 1 want 1o
table.

Mr Clarko: You see, that is the point; but we
would be asking you about other files.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Qrder! The member
for Karrinyup knows when | am in the Chair
interjections arc reasonably satisfactory, but they
arc not satisfaclory il they exceed the amount of
time taken by the person on his fect.

Mr PEARCE: The fact of the mauter is, if the
Opposition wants to follow the path it has set itsell
under its current lcader of throwing mud at every-
body in the hope that it can build—

Mr Tonkin: And their wives.

Mr PEARCE: And their children. I the Oppo-
sition hopes to—

Scveral members interjected.

Mr MacKinnon: Don't you remember when
your Premicr cruciliecd a Public Service officer
and he lost his job?

Mr PEARCE: The Opposition is making a
grave mistake in the way in which it is approach-
ing this matler. There is no chance for it in this
line of auack. Clearly the Gavernment intends o
follow the coursc it has followed all along with
regard to Public Scrvice appointments; that is,
that the best person should get the job, whether he
comes from inside or outside the service.

Mr Clarko: As long us he belongs o the ALP!

Mr PEARCE: We have lollowed a process of
advertising significant  Public Service positions
both insidc and ouside the Public Service.

Mr MacKinnon: Did you advertise Tony
Lloyd’s pasition?

Mr PEARCE: Il is part ol our approach in
Government to seck the best people for Public
Scrvice jobs. We have used the open advertise-
ment system widely. That is not somelhing new to
this Governmenl, because the previous Govern-
ment followed the process of looking for outside
appoiniments by advertising widcly.

When we were in Oppasition, we did not take
the line of slinging mud al every outside appoint-
ment to the Public Service made by the previous
Government. We did not criticise the appointment
of Les McCarrcy from the university, of Noel
Semmens, or of Doug Coates, who came from the
Healih Department.

Mr Tonkin: And who had no experience of clec-
toral matters.

Mr MacKinnon: Hec was scen 1o be totally im-
partial.

Mr PEARCE: We knew that Mr Coates had
been recommended by the Public Service Board.
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Mr MacKinnon: He was seen 10 be a very good
public servant who could be trusted to be impar-
tal.

Mr Tankin: Rubbish.

Mr PEARCE: | wonder about that. When one
considers the performance of the man and the by-
clections in this Statc held last ycar caused by
incompetence, particularly the incompetence of
the Electoral Office, onc wonders about how great
public servants these people were. That is one of
the things the Public Scrvice Beard looked at
closely when it recommended the appointment of
Dr Rumlcy; that is 10 say, there had been a lot of
difficully with the Electoral Office in the past.

Mr MacKinnon: Which by-clection?
Mr PEARCE: Mundaring.

Mr Tonkin: Even your candidaie said it was the
fault of the Elecioral Office.

Mr Clarko: In England, the Minister would re-
sign.

Mr PEARCE: In this casc the people threw him
out, because the Minister responsible for the prob-
lems in the Mundaring by-clection was a Minister
in the previous Government, and the people did a
very thorough job on him.

Mr Tonkin: The first thing Mr Coales said to
me was what dreadful Ministers Hassell and Pike
had been.

Mr Clarko: And you say you don’l smear
people.

Mr PEARCE: The fact is that the Government
believes it has donc the right thing in confirming
the nomination made by the Public Scrvice Board
o have Dr Rumley as the Chief Electoral Officer.
The Government is of the view that it would be
improper for it to have appointed any other per-
son.

Mr Rushton: You are responsible for his ap-
pointment.

Mr PEARCE: Docs the member for Dale dis-
pute that Dr Rumlcy was the person nominated by
the Public Scrvice Board?

Mr Rushton: | am supgesting therc has been

- influence in his getting that position,

Mr PEARCE: Can the member indicale the
basis on which he makes that judgment when the
advicc from the Public Service Board carries the
words cnshrined in the amendment: numely “In
the board’s view”—not just the view ol an individ-
ual member of the board, but in the collective view
of the board—"there is no doubt that Dr Rumilcy
is the preferred applicant™? In those circum-
stances the Government lelt it had little oplion but
10 appoint the persen recommended by the impar-



[ Wednesday, 26 September 1984]

tial Public Service Board. a board comprising
people appointed by the previous Government, the
present Opposition.

The letter was signed by the Chairman of the
Public Scrvice Board, remembering that he is a
person who was appoinied to that position by the
previous Government, the present Opposition; so
there is no suggestion there that we have a person
who is tainted by having been appointed by the
current Government. Officers appointed by the
previous Government recommended Dr Rumiey,
and this Government felt obliged to accept the
recommendition.

Mr MacKinnon: Dr Wood.

Mr PEARCE: | am
McKenni.

Mr MacKinnon: Who said Dr Rumley was
appointed by the Public Service Board?

Mr Tonkin: We arc not talking about the panel.

Mr PEARCE: These recommendations are
made by the Public Service Board, and the board
collectively meets and makes recommendations
and sends them o the Government. The
recommendation for Dr Rumlcy’s appointment
was part of an impartial process, and the Govern-
ment el that it had no option but 10 accept the
board’s recommendation. In showing this level of
propricty, this Government stands head and
shoulders above its predecessor in the arca of pol-
itical appointments.

MR MacKINNON (Murdoch—Dcputy Leader
of the Opposition) [9.55 p.m.]: | opposc the
amendment ta remove all the words alter the word
“be”. | will comment first on the remarks made by
the Minister for Education about what the Public
Scrvice should be and particularly about the per-
son who will now occupy the position of Chief
Electoral Officer: numely, Dr Dennis Rumley.
Firstly, as a public scrvant, he should be totally
impartial. Sccondly. his duty will be to provide
advice to the Government of the day and Lo ensure
the cffective implementation of the Government's
policy—not to create that policy. but to implement
it. The Public Scrvice, and that position particu-
larly. should be (rec of political appeintments and
there should be no party political advisers
involved,

walking about Mr

The appoinument of Dr Rumley causes the Op-
position grave concern. Il we were 10 consider his
appointment in isolation, as the Government is
now doing. a scemingly good argument can be
made in support of the appointment. Bul when we
add up all the other political appointments and
the other activitics of this Government, together
with the motion passed at the recemt ALP State
Conlcrence, it can be seen why we on this side feel
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that Dr Rumley’s appoiniment
motivated, and dcliberately so.

is politically

it is important to understand that the position
Dr Rumley will be occupying as the State’s Chief
Electoral Officer is probably above all other
positions in the Public Service, 1t is a position that
not only must be free from political bias, but also
must be seen 10 be 50 by the public. If the public
are 1o have confidence in an electoral system, they
must have confidence in the people who are to
administer that system; they must belicve that the
people involved arc frec from political bias,

The Leader of the Opposition has adequately
explained how Dr Dennis Rumley can scarcely be
scen 10 be someone who is free of palitical bias.

The same applies to Tony Lloyd, who now
occupics a senior position in State Treasury, It
further applies to Dr Michael Wood, who is the
Secretary of the Deparument of Local Govern-
ment. Let me touch bricfly on Dr Michae! Wood's
appeintment. It is a very strange argument that
says we ¢an have a sclection committee—and let
us assume it was appointed totally independently
of any Government interference—that has as a
member a person who is, in Dr Michael Wood's
case, clearly a political appointment. Were this
process Lo continue, we would have the absurd
situation that the selection committee could com-
prise Tony Lloyd, Dr Michael Wood and Dr
Dennis Rumley. They would be choosing people 10
fill senior Public Service positions, and among the
applicants might well be another person closely
associated with the Australian Labor Party.

So | rcject the notion that in this instance
Michacl Wood had any qualifications allowing
him to be onc of those persons who should have
been on that iniial sclection commitiee. He
should have been deliberately excluded if the
Government wanted to be seen to be acting impar-
tially.

It is also very difficult to see how the Govern-
ment could mount an argument, as the Minister
for Education tricd to do, which atiempted to im-
plicate us for the actions we took when in Govern-
ment,

He was trying to say. “*Look, you have been
involved in these sorts of political appointments
before. You arc deliberately trying to smear an
individval® which is not the case—"and we of
course do not participate in anything like that™.
Dr Dennis Rumley, looked at in isolation, could
well be a good candidate for appointment ta that
position, but looked at in the sum total of the
activities of this Government, his would be a par-
ticularly bad appointment. The Minister for Edu-
cation talks about smears, so let me point qut to
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him the smear perpetrated by his own leader in

last week's The Sunday Times under the headline,

“Burke says Libs kept it in the party™. The article
reads as follows—

The Premicer, Mr Burke has provided a list

of 35 people he claims Tall into that category.

The previous sentence in that article indicates the
following—

The WA Government claims the Liberal
Party stacked committces and boards with
party sympathisers in the years before it lost
office.
That is a deliberate attempt 10 smear and intimi-
daic thosc 35 people and to indicate publicly that
these people are associated in some way with the
Liberal Party or with the Opposition parties. Let
me point out 1o the House how they perpetrated a
smear in the first place. Most members of this
House would know Mayor Ray Finlayson of
Kalgoorlic and members would be very hard-
pressed—and the member for Kalgoorlie would, |
am surc, agree—10o say that Mayor Ray Finlayson
is a sympathiscr of the Liberal Party.
Yetin this list, supplied—
Mr L. F. Taylor: He is quite unbiased.

Mr MacKINNON: | am pleased that the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlic said that, because his Premier
has indicated that Mayor Ray Finlayson is a party
sympathiser and he was vsed by us 10 stack com-
mittees.

Mr L. F. Taylor: AL one stage he was a Liberal
candidate for Kalgoorlic.

Mr Clarko: But he is a pretly independent kind
of character.

Mr |, F. Taylor: Very much so.

Mr MacKINNON: The member for Kalgoorlie
has also indicated he was a very independent
gentlerman.

Mr Tonkin: Come on. He was a Liberal candi-
date and Dr Rumley was not.

Mr MucKINNON: Mayor Ray Finlayson, in
all my time spent dealing with him, ceriainly to
my knowledge, is now in no way associated with
the Liberal Party in Kalgoorlic, yet the Premier
claims that we have used Mayor Ray Finlayson to
stack committees. He is one of Lhe people who
SUPPOrts Our views.

Mr Tonkin: He was a Liberal candidate. How
can you compare him 10 Dr Rumiey?

Mr MacKINNON: How absurd, but cven if the
statement by the Leader of the House is correct,
and cven if Ray Finlayson secretly is a closet Lib-
cral—and | doubt that he is—

[ASSEMBLY]

Mr Tonkin: | am not saying he is now, but he
was once a Liberal candidate.

Mr MacKINNON: Let us go back; if he was a
Liberal candidate, let us pursue that point.

Mr Tonkin: Dr Rumley was a Labor candidate
and look at what you have done to him tonight.

Mr MacKINNON: The Premier stated that we
were stacking these cammittees with people who
were Liberal sympathisers. When was Dr Rumley
a Liberal candidate?

Mr Gordon Hill: Have you changed your ap-
proach or attack on this matter? ‘

Mr Tonkin: Dr Rumley was never a Liberal
candidate.

Mr MacKINNON: Let us go back to that
smear campaign. The Minister for Education was
trying 1o indicale to us that his side of the House
did not participate in those sorts of things.

Mr Tonkin: Dr Rumley was never a Liberal
candidate.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr MacKINNON: The first person on the list
is Mr ). F. Craig, Chairman of the Egg Marketing
Board. He is an ex-Assistant Director of the De-
partment of Agriculture. Can any member of this
House tell me what is his association with the
Liberal Pariy?

Mr Tonkin: You ask the Premier, He had the
list.

Mr MacKINNON:
Agriculture cannot—

Mr Tonkin: He is nat here. What do you mean
he cannot?

Mr MacKINNON: The Premier says publicly
that this man is closely associated with the Liberal
Party.

Mr Tonkin: The Minister for Agricuiture is not
even here, There is an empty seat.

Mr Mensaros: A man used 1o distribute Com-
munist literature in the community and on that
list he is described as a Liberal.

Mr MacKINNON: That is very sirange. We
then have the Premier saying that Mr R. C.
Russell, who was a member of the Agriculture
Protection Board—

Mr Tonkin: Who is Mr R. C. Russell?

Mr MacKINNON: | am not sure.

Mr I. F. Taylor: He was the National Party
candidate against Julian Grill in the last ¢lection.

Mr MacKINNON: He was the National Party
candidate against Julian Grill. Let me draw the
attention of the member for Kalgoorlie to the

The Minister for
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Agriculture Protection Board Act. in particular,
section 5(4) which states—

Members of the Agriculture Protection
Bourd arc determined by an Act of Parlia-
ment. All of its members arc nominated by
organisations.

So much for the Premier’s claim that the Liberal
Party stacked committees and boards,

Mr Tonkin: Of course you did.
Mr MacKINNON: | could go on—
Mr Tonkin: Of course you did.

Mr MacKINNON: | am quoting only the first
paragraph of this list. We then have David Milne.
| know that man. He is Managing Director of
Milne Feeds Puy. Lid.

Mr Tonkin: That proves it, if you know him.

Mr MacKINNON: Hc is listed as a member of
the Animal Feeding Swufls Advisory Committce.
He scems to be a man well qualified for that
pasition. | do not know Mr David Milne’s political
affiliations.

Mr . F. Taylor: | know of him, too.

Mr MacKINNON: He is a nice lellow. He has
been accused of being onc of the people used by us
to stack committees. Many other people are listed
here.

Mr Rushton: A camouflage by the Premier.
Mt Tonkin: Mr O'Meara.

Mr MacKINNON: Would mcmbers believe
that Mr O'Mecara is not even on that list? We
have the member for Scarborough jumping up and
down and his own Premier does nol even agree
wilh him.

Mr Burkett: Because the member for Karrinyup
said that if you become the Governmeni they will
all ger skittled, and 1 said we would put up with
that political appointment. He did not 1ell me he
would create the job for him. three days a week for
$28 000 a ycear.

Me MacKINNON: The Premicr is trying to
make political mileage and yct does not include
him on the list. The member for Scarborough is
way of f-track.

Mr Burkeuw: He was talking about Murray
O'Mcura.

Mr MacKINNON: Let mc show members how
abysmal the argument of the Premicr was. Mr
Scolaro—

Mr Burketi: Mr Scolaro ran against Herbie
Graham for the Liberal Party and was non-politi-
cal. Mcer the member for Murdoch—Mr Incred-
ible. That's incredible!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr MacKINNON: This man has been
contacted to confirm this sitvation. Mr Scolaro
was appointed to that commitiee on 22 September
1969 and the Premicr is trying to tell us thal we
stacked committees and boards in the years before
we lost office. The member for Scarborough
seemed to know—

Mr L. F. Taylor: Was he at any time under your
Government rcappointed to that commitice?

Mr Tonkin: You tost office in 1971,

Mr MacKINNON: That member received a
payment of $12 a year for turning up at that very
powerful, very political committee. When he was
appointed in 1969 he was not even a member of
the Liberal Party.

Mr Burkett: Not even a sympathiser?

Mr MacKINNON: Even if he were a sympath-
iser, how absurd is it for the Premier lo be listing
35 people and to publicly smear them?

Mr Gordon Hill: That is what you are deoing.

Mr MacKINNON: He is associating many of
them with the Liberal Party when they have no
association whatsoever with it.

Mr Gardon Hill: Neither is there any social
consideration.

Mr MacKINNON: Most of those people were
appointed to those commitieces because they were
the right persons for the job. The member for
Kalgoorlie would be interested to know that the
appointment of lan Moffalt who was a member of
the Tourism Advisory Council—there is no such
council now—could be regarded as a political one
because he was a candidate in Kalgoorlie standing
against the current member. However, the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie also could not deny that the
same man 15 well qualified 1o be a member of any
tourist advisory council in this State; in fact, he
could well be a member of the Tourism Com-
mission in this Statc because he is so well quali-
fied.

-Mr Burkett: So are Tony Lloyd and Michacl
Wood.

Mr Tonkin: Are you trying o say Dr Rumley is
not well qualified for the job?

Mr MacKINNON: No, that is not what we are
saying.

Mr Tonkin: He is probably the best qualified
person in this State for the job.

Mr MacKINNON: What we are saying, and
what was said by the Leader of the Opposition—

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition will resume his seat.

It has become increasingly obvious to me that
mecmbers are intent on deliberately ignoring me
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when | cull Tor order. 1 do not intend o shout
every time | call for order. When 1 do call
“Order™ | expect some recognition. | ask members
of the Government particularly to respect the
Chair. otherwisc | will have to do something that
will make both the members of the Government
and myself very sorry.

Mr MacKINNON: 1 opposc the deletion of the
words afier the word “"be™ because that would be
removing the whole point of the motion, and our
concern, is cxpressed. that this appointment is
part of a politically motivated campaign. In the
words of the motion it “represents an appalling
political imterference with the independence and
integrity of the Public Scrvice and the electoral
system of the State™.

Woe are concerned because of the previous pol-
itical appointments that have been made 10 the
Public Scrvice. as we have outlined with the ap-
pointment of Tony Lloyd and Michael Wood. We
are concerned aboul the manner in which political
adviscrs arc being placed between departments
and the Ministers so that public servants are now
messenger boys and girls for the Ministers and
their advisers. Equally. we arc concerned that this
appears 1o be an ongoing trend.

When we look at the motion or paper agreed 1o
at the Conference of the Australian Labor Party
under the heading “The Role of State Execulive
Policy Commitices™ we note this statement- -

Consultations should, for cxample, occur
on the principles behind relevant parfiamen-
tary bills, on programmes for the implemen-
tation of policies and appointments 1o statu-
tory and other bodics.

The Opposition is concerned about political ap-
poinitments 10 the Public Service Board. We have
adviscrs, and now we will have other appointments
by the Government, through the ALP policy com-
mitment. | ask the Leader of the House: Did he
refer this appointment Lo that body?

Mr Tonkin: Put it on notice. | can give you an
answer, “No™

Mr MucKINNON: The answer is “No™. Ut
secems strange the Leader of the House ignores his
own parly.

Mr Tonkin: A man of great independence.

Mr MucKINNON: Therefore, in fulure, wc
will have political interference with appointments
1o all of these independent bodics. It is clear there
is to be_no such independence. First, the Public
Service will be politicised in the lform we have
indicated: second. we will have advisers who will
come between the Ministers and their deparimen-
tal heads  who will not be necessary once the

Public Service is politicised—and. third, any form
of advisory body to the Government will have to
be vetted first by the ALP and its policy com-
mittee.

It is clear that the intention behind the appoint-
ment of Dr Rumley is to politicise the one office in
this State which should be above politics, and
above all other departments.

| oppose the amendment moved by the Premier.

Amendment put and a division taken with the

following result—

Mr Batemin

Ayes 23

Mr Jamiesen

Mrs Bepgs Mr Mclver
Mr Bridge Mr Purker
Mr Bryce Mr Pearce

Mrs Buchanan
Mr Brian Burke
Mr Terry Burke

Mr D, L. Smih
Mr P. L Smith
Mr I F. Taylor

Mr Burkelt Mr Tonkin
Mr Curr Mrs Waikins
Mr Davies Mr Wilwon
Mrs Henderson Mr Gordon HIll
Mr Hodge ( Telier)
Noes 15
Mr Clarko Mr Mcensaros
Mr Court Mr Old
Mr Coyne Mr Rushien
Mr Hassell Mr Trethowan
Mr Peter Jones Mr Tubby
Mr Laurance Mr Wun
Mr MacKinnon Mr Williams
Mr MceNee { Teller)
Pairs
Ayes Noes
Mr Bertram Mr Thompson
Mr Grill Mr Blaikic
Mr Evans Mr Crane
Mr Tom Joncs Mr Bradshaw
Mr Troy Mr Grayden
Mr Read Mr Spriggs

Amendment thus passed.

MR BRIAN BURKE (Balga ~Premicr) [10.18
p.m.]: | move—

That the following be substituted for the
words deleied- -

congratulated on the appointment of Dr
Dennis Rumley as Chief Elecloral
Officer of the Siate. Further the House
notes Lhat the appointment of Dr
Rumlcy was reccommended by the Public
Service Board which in its advice 10 the
Government stated that: **In the Board’s
view there is no doubt that Dr Rumley is
the preferred applicant™.

MR HASSELL (Cottesloe—-Leader of the Op-
position) [10.19 p.m.]: The Government, which
has the majority can pass any amendment it likes,
as this Government will tonight. 1t can delcal any
motion it likes, as this Government will do tonight
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with the censure mation. However, the Govern-
ment really does muke a total farce of government
when it seeks to turn o metion of censure ubout an
issue as important and as scrious as this, into
words of congratulation 1o the Premicr and the
Government for o deciston which has caused such
difficulties and problems,

If the Premier wanted 10 turn the motion
around instead of simply defeating the censure,
and included in his amendment the information
that the appointment was recommended by the
Public Service Bourd and that it was made on the
basis of gualifications—which | notice is not in-
cluded in the amendment—it would bear some
measure of credibility, This motion bears no tiule
of credibility because the Government cannol fool
anyone by trying to congratulale itself on an ap-
pointment which has proven to be so singularly
unpopular on this side of the House. Whether or
not members opposile agree with our point of
view. that in itself—

Mr Tonkin: You would not agrec with anything.
Mr HASSELL: That is nonsense.

Mr Tonkin: Come on! You arc the greatest
whinger | have cver known.

Mr HASSELL: This is where the Government's
position is so lacking in understanding and  so
{oalish.

Mr Bryce: You are not like the great stalesmen

who led your once great party—men like Sir
David Brand and Siv Charles Court.

Mr HASSELL: How the Deputy Premicr loves
to drag up names from the past now that they do
not represent any threat o his political situation!

Mr Bryce: They never did, anyway.

Mr Clarko: They kept you over here for a long
tme.

Mr Bryce: They taught me a few good lessons: |
am proud 10 have served the apprenticeship.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 1 am not
surc whether those interjections will be attributed
to the Deputy Premicr or the Minister for 1he
Environment. If they are to be attributed to the
Dcputy Premier, 1 hope in future they will come
from his scai.

Mr HASSELL: The amendment does not bear
any semblance of reasonableness. 1t is a stupid
amendment and o totally political ane which de-
pends on simply using the Government’s numbers
to achicve a result. This Premier and Government
which have presented themselves so often since
their election as rcasonable and prepared to con-
sider issues, have shown tonight just how un-
rcasonable and foolish they ure. The Government
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has made an appointment which is 50 serious in its
implications and so wrong that the Opposition has
seen fil 10 move a censure,

Instcad of replying with the onc legitimale
answer to say lwo things—the qualifications of the
man appointed and a special reason for making an
outside appointment—the Government has chosen
instead simply to wurn the words around and pat
itself on the back. | am staggered thal the Premicr
did not spend onc moment of his time tonight in
secking to justify the appointment of Dr Rumley
on the basis of qualifications.

Mr Bryce: You have disgraced yourscli tonight
on this issuc.

Mr HASSELL: In fact, he did a grave disserv-
ice to Dr Rumley by failing cven to put lforward
the material that was presumably available on the
files as 1o his qualilications.

The mare particular flailure of the Premier in
dealing with this censure motion was that he gave
no reason at all for the appointment being made
over the head of an equally lavoured senior public
servant, other than to say it happened to have been
recommended by the Public Service Board.

Mr Pearce: That is the truth of the matter,

Mr HASSELL: In fact, he has left the matter
very much as we said it was; that is, the Govern-
ment set out to make an outside appointment for a
very deliberate rcason. The Government sct out
once again to turn its back on the Public Service of
this Statc which it docs not trust and cannol abide.

Mr Clarko: And the Public Service does not
trust the Government.

Mr HASSELL: The reality is the Public Ser-
vice in this State is now in a position where it has
10 make a declaration of layalty te the Labor
Government as the qualification for being ac-
cepled.

Mr Pcarce: That is rubbish.

Mr HASSELL: Those who are not for the
Government in a political scnse are 1aken as being
against the Government. The qualities of the Pub-
lic Scrvice cstablished through centurics of devel-
opment of that system—qualities of impartialivy
and dedication in the implementation of Govern-
ment policy and necutrality in dealings with the
public—have been cast out by this Government.

Mr Bryce: This has been one of your poorer
performances, Bill. ]

Mr HASSELL: That is the basis of this
Government's performance in making this ap-
pointment. It has a fundamenial distrust and dis-
like of the Public Service and it is determined o
change it by bringing about radical changes
through the system of appointments it has
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adopied. No cxplanation has been given by the
Premier or the Minister as 10 what startling new
progress  Western  Australian - Government
administration wi)l make because this gentleman
has been brought in ahead of an equally highly
favoured scnior member of 1he Public Service. The
Government has cssemially failed to answer the
casc made against it—the substantive arguments
thal were put against the appointment of Dr
Dennis Rumlcy. By failing to do so it has given
more substiance and credence to the poinls we
madc in the course of the debate. The Premier's
answer was weak and shallow, and it represented
an admission by him that he has his own doubts
about this appointment.

Mr Bryce: Do you remember some of the scurri-
lous things you uscd 1o say about your depart-
ments?

Mr HASSELL: The Opposition has accepled
the fact that the Government has made a number
ol appointments without making any public com-
ment aboul them in the interests of letting those
people do the jobs they have been appointed 1o do.
Let us name some of them. No comment was
madc on the appointment of Bill McKenzie, of on
the appoiniment of the head of the Lotteries Com-
mission, or on the appointment of the head of the
Greyhound Racing Control Board and a number
of others. But when it comes to this depart-
meni—ihis central department in the Government
administration—

Mr Bryce: Onc you have rigged for years.

Mr HASSELL—onc that gocs to the heart of
requircments for administration of the highest
level of impartiality and integrity, we cannot allow
the Governmcent to sit back and permit this ap-
pointment 1o go unchallenged and unnoticed. The
Premier’s defence was not a defence, it was a very
poor apology for what has been done.

The Premier’s amendment to the motion lacks
any semblancc of credibility because a Govern-
ment which sccks to congratulate itscll about
somcthing which has brought criticism on i1s head
cannot be scrious in debating the issues.

Mr Bryce: Noi criticism, just vindictive bile.

Mt HASSELL: It says a lot for the validity df
the censure motion moved against the Govern-
ment. It will be defeated of coursc; it was always
going to be defcated on the numbers. That is the
system that operaics and | am not complaining
about it. But onc would have thought the Premier
could have done betier than he did if he had an
answer. It is clear he had no answer, and one
would have thought he could produce an amend-
ment with some credibility il he were dinkum
about the things he was saying.

The fact is that this appeiniment has been made
and | think the Premicr has some concern about
the fact that he, his Government, and his Minister
are being exposed in this case for their fiddling of
the whole system. We have suspected that that has
been the case all along. 1t has now been evidenced
on a number of occasions through legislation put
forward by the Minister.

| oppose the amendment.

Amcndment put and a division taken with the

following result—

Ayes 23
Mr Bateman Mr Jumieson
Mrs Begps Mr Mclver
Mr Bridpc Mr Parker
Mr Bryce Mr Pearce

Mrs Buchanan

Mr D. L. Smith

Mr Briin Burke Mr P. ). Smith
Mr Terry Burke Mr |, F. Taylor
Mr Burkelt Mr Tonkin
Mr Carr Mrs Waltkins
Mr Davies Mr Wilson
Mrs Henderson Mr Gordon Hill
Mr Hodge { Teller)
Nocs |5
Mr Clarko Mensaros
Mr Count Mr Old
Mr Coyne Mr Rushion
Mr Hassell Mr Trethowan
Mr Peter Joncs Mr Tubby
Mr Laurance Mr Wall
Mr MacKinnon Mr Williams
Mr McNee {Telicr)
Pairs
Aycs Nocs
Mr Bertram Mr Thompson
Mr Grill Mr Blaikic
Mr Evans Mr Crane
Mr Peicr Jones Mr Bradshaw
Mr Troy Mr Grayden
Mr Read Mr Spriggs

Amendment thus passed.

Motion, as Amended

Question {motion, as amended) put and a div-

ision laken with the following resull—

Ayes 23
Mr Batemuan Mr Jamicson
Mrs Begps Mr Mclver
Mr Bridge Mr Parker
Mr Bryce Mr Pearce
Mrs Buchanan Mr D. L. Smith
Mr Brian Burke Mr P. J. Smith
Mr Terry Burke Mr i, F. Taylor
Mr Burkeit Mr Tonkin
Mr Carr Mrs Watkins
Mr Davies Mr Wilson
Mrs Henderson Mr Gourdon Hill
Mr Hodgc (Teler)
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Noes 15
Mr Clarky Mr Mensiiros
Mr Court Mr Old
Mr Covie Mr Rushton
Mr | Lissell Mr Trethowan
Mr Peter Jones Mr Tubby
Mr Lauranee Mr Waun
Mr MavKinnon Mr Williams
Mr MeNee (Teller)
Pairs
Axes Noes
Mr Bertraom Mr Thompson
Mr Grill Mr Blaikic
Mr Evans Mr Cranc
Mt Peter Jones Mr Bradshaw
Mr Troy Mr Grayden
Mr Read Mr Spriggs

Question thus passed.
BILLS (2% RECEIPT AND FIRST READING,

1. Acts Amendment (Court Fees) Bill,
2. Adoption of Children Amendment Bill.

Bills rcccived from the Council; and, on
motions by Mr Tonkin (Leader of the
House), read a first time.

WHEAT MARKETING AMENDMENT BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council without amend-
meng.

TRANSPORT: SCHOOL BUSES
Contracts: Motion
Debate resumed rom 22 August.

MR McNEE (M1 Marshall) (1041 p.m.]: |
support the motion.

It appears that we have rcached a situation
where this matier has now become a question of
profit and. in lact. where the Government recog-
nises that people are making a profit. It scems that
there will be a mandatory cut of five per cent. |
would like the first trade unionist Lo accept a five
per cent cut 1o stand up and be counted and |
would like the person who would argue that trade
unionists should take a five per cent cut 10 witness
it. | do not belicve they would do i1, but that is
what we arc asking bus contractors 1o do.

Scveral members interjected.

Mr Pcarce: They do not have to take the five
per cent cut: they can go to open tender.

Mr McNEE: As [ understand it, that is the
proposition

Of coursc. this Government docs not understand
what business and profit is about. That has been
made abundantly clear by the Government in this
House on more than one occasion. | do not know
how any industry is supposed to act, or to achieve,
unless it is in the position of making a profit.
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Each bus contractor is responsible lor the pur-
chase, maintenance, cleaning, and disposal of his
bus in the same way as any person in private
enterprise. He has to decide whether he will em-
ploy a driver or whether he will drive the bus
himscif.

A bus contractor does not have access (o a
Government superannuation scheme as does a civil
servant. He does not receive lve wecks' annval
leave with a 1 7% per cent loading and he does not
have any form of long service leave. In addition,
he is not covered by workers' compensation. How-
ever, he accepts those things becausc he goes into
a business for himself. He believes that in the long
term he will be able 10 make a profit becaue that is
the precise reason any person ¢nicrs into that type
of business or any other privatc enterprise busi-
ness. Yet, this Government seems to believe Lhat
profits are unnecessary.

In lact, the now Prime Minister ¢f Australia has
probably spent the last 10 years turning the word
*profit” into a dirty word. While trying to do that
he cxported a lot of jobs with it and now he rushes
from coast lo coast saying, “‘Let us pull the
country together”, after spending a long time dis-
manltling it.

The Government has indicated its inaBiIin to
grapple with these questions. On 28 August the
Mintster said that it transpired, during nego-
tiations, that some contract holders were selling
their contracts.

What an amazing discovery! | would have
thought that there was not a great deal wrong with
that. | would have thought also that aficr people
had spent perhaps 20 or 30 years opcrating a
school bus service, they would be entitled 1o pre-
pare for their retirement,

Of course, the Prime Minister has said that we
should look at this matter and decide whether we
need to go further.

Mr Pearce: The Prime Minister has not been
involved in negotiations in regard to school bus
contraclars.

Mr McNEE: | want the Minister to understand
how difficult it is for private enterprisc to make
money. He has probably always been on a salary
and been covered by union agreements which a lot
of people into whom he is putting the fear of God,
have never had.

The Minister said that the fact that pcople
could buy contracts and still make money
indicated that bus services were operated ata con-
siderable profit.

Several members interjecied.
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Mr McNEE: Howcever, no businessman is keen
10 buy once of the units.

Mr Pearce: Rubbish!

Mr McNEE: They do not want to buy onc of
thosc units. This brings mc 1o another point.

Several members interjected.

Mr McNEE: The other day the Minister, with
great puste, was asked a dorothy dix question in
this Hous¢ by the member for Gosnells regarding
a school bus contract sale in the Midland arca. In
part the Minister said the following—

1 am advised that the maximum value of
the Bedford bus would be between $30 000
and $40 000. which indicates a profitability
which scems 10 me to be almost the yearly
silary of a member of Parliament. The oper-
ator is sceking between $40 000 and $50 000
for the Governmeni contrict.

I do not know how the Minister arrived at these
figurcs, but what | do know is that the Minister
makes assumptions that are not entirely correct.

| remind the Minister that in relation to the sale
of a unit there is an asking price and a selling
price. 1 do not know whether the advertisement
was realistic, but that is something the industry
should determine.

i thougin that perhaps 1 should ask the Minister
a question about this matter because | found it
rather interesting. Subsequently | asked him
whether he had access 1o the profit and loss
statement and if he would inform the House of the
total deductions, arriving at the net result. He said
that he had quoted the figures from an advertisc-
ment in The Sunday Times “Readers Mart™ and
that il [ thought. for some strange reason. that the
advertisement did not correctly state the profit
involved in the contraet | should go 10 the Depart-
ment of Consumer Affairs. He said that he would
be happy 10 make available to the Department of
Consumer AfTairs the financial statements of the
operator concerned.

I did not ask that question, | asked him whether
he had-swudicd the sitwation. | doubt whether he
had because | do not know how a $41 000 gross
contract could nei $33 000.

Mr Pcarce: The operator was claiming that
profii.

Mr McNEL: Fdo not know the price of petrol in
M. Helena but 1 know that in my clectorme it is
something in the order of 30¢-51¢ a livre. That is
regardless of the laet that some 12 months ago the
Government said that it would reduce the price of
petrol. However. it decided that it was 100 hard
and broke its promise.
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The Government decided that was all 1oo hard;
but of course, we make this arbitrary cut of five
per cent and say. “Go away and sort it out™.

I cannot imagine how many advisers it has,
Mr Pearce: Have you lost couni?

Mr McNEE: Those advisers enjoy all the ben-
cfits of the fruits of Government. Do they have a
few cars thrown in as well? | suppose they do not
cven polish them: that would be another benefit of
being a [ricnd of someone in Governmeni. What
about the poor fellow in the country carving out
his own living. who is then subject 1o the total
thrust of the Government? That is the point |
make: It is very good 10 be strong and sound and
havc a great responsibility to the taxpayers’ lunds.
I remind the Minister of that because | rather like
that phrase.

Mr Pearce: It is a good phrase.

Mr McNEE: The Minister says that the
Government’s first obligation in negotiation is to
the taxpayers. 1 wonder whether the Government
thought about that when it recopened the Perth 10
Fremantle railway linc? | suppose it did. Iu is
certainly not thinking about those poor fellows out
there who have spent a long time consolidating
these businesses, | suppose “business” is a dirty
word to this Government. Now that they arc in a
situation where they arc very successful and their
businesscs are appreciating in value, this Govern-
ment shows its incompetence and lack of under-
standing and starts 10 fiddle. That is the net result
of what is happening out there now. The Govern-
ment says the new system will save taxpayers $1.3
million a year.

Mr Pcarce: No. 31 million. We would be pre-
pared to negotiate on the other $500 000.

Mr McNEE: | will accept the figure of $1
million, and ensure o reasonable return on invest-
ment for contractors. Bul the point the Minister
has not cxplained clearly to me is what he really
meant last week. Certainly his answer 10 the ques-
tion was far from satisfactory. 1 was not asking
him about consumer affairs; | was asking him how
much he knew. Il the Minister chooses 10 answer
in that way, that is his affair. It is not my job 1o
answer qucstions: it is my job to ask questions. He
is not terribly good at answering them but
nonctheless, with a liitle wition and encourage-
ment | am sure we will get him doing a much
better job in that respect. He must consider the
livelihood of the people involved. and if he chooses
not 1o he will face the peril of the clectors next
clection time.

This s a most important matter. | hope the
Government does not continue Lo Ity 1o run rough-
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shod over people because whether the Government
realises it or not, people arc in a very fearful and
concerned state of mind. 1 am sure members op-
posite would nat want Lo be regarded as a Govern-
ment of intimidation, but that is the only con-
clusion one can draw, because that is the way the
Goverament has painted the picture. It is not we
in the Opposition who paint the picture. We can
only makc an observation as (o what happens; the
conscquences arc the Government’s problem.

Mr Pcarce: Arc you in favour of private
cnterprise?

Mr McNEE: [ would say that the Government
has handled this situation in a very poor way.

I still want the Goverament to assure me, and 1
have not heard anyone say this, that it knows of
any trade unionist who would accept a five per
cent pay cut. Of course. doctors can take a 15 per
cent cut but they, too, unfortunately are in most
cascs scH-cmployed: it scems that the attack is
made on sclf-employed people. That is unfortu-
nate because if the Government keeps screwing
them hard enough and often enough there wiil be
no scif-cmployed people left. We shall have a
utopian situation where the Gavernment controls
all the issucs and has everything its own way,
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Certainly the question is being asked in this
industry that if the contractors do not concede and
do the things the Government wants, will the
Government put in a [leet of Government buses
and employ drivers? The Government would then
be liable 1o pay those drivers holiday pay, sick
leave, 17.5 per cent holiday loading, etc.

Mr Williams: That is the Government's inten-
tion.

Mt Pearce: That is not our intention. We shall
put the system oult to open tender.

Mr McNEE: Why not say so instcad of
mucking around? | suppose it is the Government's
abhorrence of private enterprise that stops it from
doing these things. Nonethcless it makes these
decisions and | do not.

I urge the Government to show some com-
passion for the people in this industry. The indus-
try has a record of safety that is unparalleled. |
remind members that if the Government endeav-
ours 1o cut the profitability of the industry that, in
fact, cncourages operators 10 perhaps not be as
careful as they should. That is when we start head-
ing down the track of ruin.

| support the motion.

Dcbate adjourned, on motion by Mt Tubby.
House adjourned at 10.57 p.m.
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861 and 873,

874.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Posiponed.

FISHERIES: TUNA
Inquiry: Submission

Mr OLD, 1o the Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlifc:

(1) Did the State Government in its sub-
mission 1o the Industrics Assistance
Commission inquiry into the southern
blucfin  tuna  industry make any
rccommendation  for a  compensation
component in any financial arrangement
for lishcrmen lorced to leave the indus-
try?

(2) I “Yes™, what was the basis of the
recammendation”?

Mr EVANS replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) The Western Australian Government
urged the commission to recommend in
its finat report—

{#) a cash gram scheme as a mechan-
ism lor structural adjustment assist-
ance for the catching sector of the
lishery us an additional incentive to
remove tuna vesscls from the -
censed lishing Meet; the level of as-
sistance required being dependent
upon acceplunce of a phased re-
duction in the national quota and
marketed price for quota units?

(b) a scparate, smalier cash grant
scheme Lo provide lor the relocation
and/or retraining of boat owners
and 1heir crews upon the retirement
of i tuna vessel from the fishing in-

dustry.
87510 878. Postponed.
HEALTH
Hydrothcrapy Pool
879. Mr JAMIESON, (o the Minister for

Health:

(1) 1s he uware of the carly nced for a hydro-
therapy pool wo be established 1o provide
for those in need of such therapy in the
soulh-cast, and eusiern suburbs?

880 and 88t.
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(2) (a) As there is already a physiotherapy
section al the Bentley Hospital
camplex. is it intended that such a
facility will be provided there;

(b} il so, when will such a [lacility be
available 1o those requiring it?

(3) Arc therc any other plans for such

cenires  in metropolitan  hospital
complexes?
(4) Where is 1the nearcst hydrotherapy

cenire 10 the Bentley Hospital?
Mr HODGE replied:

(1) Patients currently requicing  hydro-
therapy in the Bentley area are trealed
by Health Department physiotherapists
using private facilities. A recent request
has been received from the Bentley Hos-
pital that consideration be given to the
provision of such facilities on that site. |
am unaware of any formal approach for
such facilitiecs in the other areas
nominated.

{2) (a) There are no current plans 1o pro-
vide hydrotherapy facilities on the
Bentley Hospital site.

(b) Sce(2)(a) above.

(3) The possibility of incorporating such fa-
cilities in fulure asscssment/restorative
units is being explored.

{4) The private facility being uwsed by
Bentley Hospital is some 10 kms distant.
Another privately-owned and operaied
facility is  available in  South
Perth—I10 kms distant. The nearest pub-
lic hospital facility is at Royal Perth
(Rchabilitation}) Hospital- in  Shenton
Park—approximately 12 kms distant.

Postponed.

TAXES AND CHARGES
fncreases: Dollar Vialue
Mr HASSELL, 10 the Treasurer:

What is the total amount of the increase,
expressed in dollars, of Swate Govern-
ment charges for the year 1984-85?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replicd:

This is a budgetury matler and relevant
information will be disclosed when the
1984-85 Consolidated Revenue Fund Es-
timates are presented 10 Parliament.
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TAXES AND CHARGES: FID
Review: Report
Mr HASSELL, 1o the Premier:

(1) (3) Has the review of the financial insti-
tutions duty been compleied;

{b) il so, when was it completed;

(¢} il nat, when will it be completed?
{2) Has the Government reccived a report?
(1) (2) Will he sable Lthe report:

(b} il not, why not?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) (a) Yes

(b) the working party report
finulised some time ago, bui the
Government  has  only recently
completed its deliberations.

- {c) Not applicable.
(2) Scc (1Kb).
{3) (a) No:
{b) the report contains confidential de-

tails of subimissions received as part
of the review.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION: R & 1 BANK

884.

Palace Tower: Agreement
Mr HASSELL., to the Premier:

(1) What is the agreement between the Ru-
ral & Industries Bank and the Austmark
Group for Lhe construction of the Palace
Tawer?

Is the Rural and Industrics Bank acting
as financicr or cquity participant?

(3) Is 1he Swute Government

invoived in any way?

dircctly

Was the transaction carried out at the
request of the State Government?

What is the ratio of the total financial
commitment of the Rural and Industries
Bunk in this transaction to the pro-
prictors’ funds of the Rural und Indus-
trics Bank”

Mr BRIAN BURKE replicd:

(1) A standard joinl venture agreement.
(2) The bank is acling as a joint venturer.
(3) No.

(4) No.

(5) The outlay by the bunk will be spread
over o period of three years and will be
ulfsct by the sale of surplus properties as
well as the accumulation of profits dur-

was

885.

886.

1837

ing that period. The exact ratio of the
investment at any point in time will vary.
The bank has completed projections
which confirm that the commitment is
well within its resources, but for reasons
of commercial confidentiality would not
wish these projections to be made public.

GOVERNMENT GUARANTEES
Grain Pool
Mr HASSELL, to the Treasurer:

(1) (a) Is it fact that the State Government
has given a guarantee of a 3150
million loan raising by the Wesiern
Australian Grain Pool;

(b) if not, what is the extent of the
guarantee?

(2) What is the basis of this arrangement?

(3) Why has it been made?

(4) Is this the first occasion on which the
Siate Government has been involved ina
transaction of this nature with the West-
ern Australian Grain Pool?

{5) Is the Western Australian Grain Pool a
Siate Government instrumentality?

{6) What consideration is being given by the
Western Australian Grain Pool for the
guarantee?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) 1o (6) | refer the member 1o the
statement made 1o the Legislative As-

sembly by the Minister for Agriculture
on Tuesday, 25 September 1984.

HEALTH: HOSPITAL
Wanneroo: Bed Occupancy Rate
Mr HASSELL, 10 the Minisier for Health:

(1) What is the bed occupancy capacity of
the Wanncroo Hospital?

(2) What has becn the average occupancy
for the past three months?

(3) What was the average occupancy for the
corresponding peried last year?
Mr HODGE ceplied:

(1) Bed occupancy capacity—84 beds.

{(2) Month Daily
Bed

Averages

June 1984 3.1
July 1984 38.3
August [984 45.2
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(3)

887 and
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Month Daily (4)
Bed
Averages
Junc 1983 44.7
July 1983 50.7
August |983 49.5
888. Postponcd.

RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT
Encrgy. Cost

889. Mr PETER JONES, 10 the Minister for
Minecrals and Encrgy:

m

2

Mr

"
(2)

In promoting the cstablishment of new
industrial development and  mineral
processing in Western Australia, is the
Government proposing to supply encrgy
for any ncw industry at a price that
would cover the cost of generation?

What relative emphasis is given 10 inter-
national competitiveness in such indus-
trics as:

() chlor-alkali (caustic soda):

(b} where cthane from the North-West
Shelfl gas stream would be compet-
ing with similar energy sources for
the same industry in Canada, the
Middle East cie?

PARKER replicd:

Yes.

(ayrand (b) The Government recognises
that international competitiveness is a vi-
tal factor in achieving the establishment
of new export orientated processing proj-
ects in Western Australia.

890. Postpuncd.

ALUMINIUM SMELTER: EQUITY
Western Australian Government: Invitation

891.

Mr PETER JONES, 10 the Minister for

Mincrals and Encrgy:

(n

(2)

3

With regard to  his  announcement
published on 16 August 1984, that the
Woestern  Australian Government  had
been invited 10 take an undisclosed
cquity in the proposed aluminium
smeiter, from whom was the invitation
received?

Whal percentage equity participation is
being considered?

How would any equily participation, if
agreed by Government, be linanced?

892.

Is i1 still proposed that any Government
equily participation would be held by the
Weslern Australian Development Cor-
poration as indicated 1o the Confeder-
ation of Western Australian Industry in
19837

Mr PARKER replicd:

(M

to (4) I is not known to which
“announcement” the member is refer-
ring. However a fundamental principle
of the initiatives in negotialions to estab-
lish an aluminium smelter in Western
Australia is that the devclopmert must
result  in  benefits  for  Western
Australians, As the member for
Narrogin would have noted it is the
Government’s wish to see maximum
praclicable Australian equity partici-
pation in the project and this is accepted
by the consortium members who are
seeking additional Australian partici-
pation.

The Governmenl conlinues 1o assess
alternatives for ensuring maximum ben-
efits for Western Australians from the
project’s  development and Western
Australian equity participation may be
one way Lo achieve this. Matters regard-
ing possible participation continue to be
under assessment and are confidential at
this time. The Government intends to
provide such relevant information at the
appropriate time in a responsible and
commercially prudent way.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: HEALTH

Analytical Comnittee

Mr PETER JONES, to thec Minister for
Health:

4}

(2)

3

4)

With regard to the local Thealth
authoritics analytical committee, was the
50 per cent increase in the minimum
charge levied by the committee approved
by the State Government?

Does the Siate Government approve of
the committec employing appropriate
staff and establishing its own health in-
speclion service?

For what reason has the committee now
determined that i1 should become
involved in matters relative 1o herbicide,
weedicide and pesticide residues in pri-
mary produce?

Will he immediately seck 10 review the
role of the tocal health authorities ana-
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Iytical commitiee with a view to avoiding
duplication and cxcessive charges for the
scrvices it provides and which are not
available from other sources?

Mr HODGE replicd:

(1) No. It'dbes not require Government ap-
proval,

The committee is empowered under the
Health Act 10 make such decisions and
does not require the approval of Lhe
Government. No such proposals have, in
fact, been presented 1o me.

(3} | understund the commitiee discussed
this matier with the Executive Director,
Public Health. The Health Department
parlicipates’in the market/basket survey
which studics the Australian dict gener-
ally. but it was agreed more examination
of leods at a local level was required.

(2

{4} The commitlee has always worked in
close association with the depariment
and there is no duplication. 1 do not be-
lieve the charges arc excessive. 1 am sure
the member would agree there is a need
for more extensive monitoring for con-
tamination in food rather than less and
any move to increase surveillance should
be encouraged.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: HEALTH
Analytical Commitiec

Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister lor
Locul Government:

{1y Are  local  government  authorities
required 1o utilise and financially sup-
port the local health authoritics analyti-
cal commiltee?

For what purposc is any such require-
ment made ol local  government
authorities?

In view of the Government's requirement
to avoid duplication of services provided
and the requirement that local gavern-
ment authoritics contain operating cosls,
is there concern at the 50 per cent in-
crease in charges levied by this com-
mittee for the current linancial year?

Mr CARR replicd:

(1) and (2} The member’s question can be
answered by referring 1o part VIIE(A) of
the Health Act, which identifies the
commitice's funclion and powers.

(3) No. | do not belicve there is any dupli-
cation and | am confident the increase is

894 and 895.

896.

897.
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required to meet the stalutory require-
ments of the committee.

Postponed.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Power Station: South Fremantle
Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

(1) With rcgard 10 the reduction in gencrat-
ing activily at the South Fremanile
power slation, how many staff are cur-

rently at South Fremantle power
station?
(2) How many will be -relocated and to

which localion?
(1) How many is it proposed to retain for
“carc and maintenance” purposes at
South Fremantle and for what period?
(4) When is it expected that the relocation
of stalf will be completed?

Mr PARKER replied:

{1} 95 Persons.
{2) (a) 21 persons will
station;

{b) thc remainder will be rclocated to
positions within the commission.

retirc with the

(3) Five persons for from

September 1985.
(4) December 1985,

two ycars

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Power Station: Bunbury

Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister for
Mincrals and Energy:

(1) With regard 1o the intention of the State
Encrgy Commissien to reduce generat-
ing activity at the Bunbury power
station, when is it anticipaled that re-
duction in generating aclivity will lake
effect?

How many staff will be cxpected Lo re-
locate from Bunbury to other State En-
crgy Commission locations?

What staffl will be retained at Bunbury
for *‘carc and maintcnance™ activitics”?

(2)

(3}
(4) Is it anticipated that staff from Bunbury
will be granted preferential employment
al the new Muja D power station?
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Mr PARKER replicd:

8D

{2)

3

(4)

§98.

I October 1984,

First reduction in eperating manning in
October 1984, Second  reduction  in
operaling manning in September 1985,
Further reduction as system demand
permits.

Four staflf will rclocate from Bunbury
power station to Muja power station in
October 1984, Others will be relocated
as generation and maintenance require-
ments al Bunbury permit.

Bunbury will remain opcrational with
reduced manning until a firm decision is
taken to close it down.

Persons being relocated from Bunbury
will have preference over cmployees
recruited from outside the commission.

HOUSING: RENTAL
SEC and GEHA

Mr PETER JONES, to thc Minister for

Mincrals and Encrgy:

What is the present percentage relation-
ship between rental levels applying to
State Encrgy Commission housing and
those applying to tenants in Government
Employces” Housing Authority dwell-
ings?

Mr PARKER replicd:

Relationship between rental applied by
GEHA and SEC

Major ccntres—

In major centres of population the com-
mission adopts the rate of 75 per cent of
GEHA housing rentals as the basic
rental {or commission-owned property.
Major centres arc Geraldton, Albany,
Bunbury, Kalgoorlic, and Collie.

Small towns—

In areas not covered above, the basic
rental is 60 per cent of GEHA rentals.

North-west—

For locations above the 26th parallel, the
basic rental is $14.20 compared with
GEHA rentals of between $37 and
$47.50.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Power Station: Collie

899. Mr PETER JONES. to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

(m

(2)

3)

With regard 1o the environmental review
and management programme being pre-
pared by the State Energy Commission
on the availability and use for cooling
purposes of water in the Collie basin—

(a) has the environmental review and
managemenl programme yel been
compleled and submitted to the En-
vironmental Protection Authority;

if **No™, when is it anticipated that
the environmental review and man-
agemcnt  programme  will  be
completed and forwarded 1o the En-
vironmentz] Protection Authority?

(b

For what period will public submissions
be open and invited for comment on the
environmental review and management
programme”?

(a) Is the environmental assessment of
the proposed pipeline from the Col-
lic basin 1o the ocean at Bunbury
part of the environmental review
and management programme cur-
rently under consideration;

if “*No”, when will this further en-
vironmental assessment be
completed and available for com-
mcnt?

(b)

Mr PARKER replied:

e)

(2)

(3)

(a) and (b) There is no separate environ-
mental review and management pro-
gramme (ERMP) being prepared by the
commission on the availability and use
for cooling purposes of water in the Col-
lie basin. The -use of groundwater and
minewater in the proposed south-west
power station will be addressed in the
ERMP for this project. Under the cur-
rent programme, the ERMP will be sub-
mitted to the Environmental Protection
Authority in March 1985.

The nominal period for public review of
the south-west power station ERMP is
cight weeks, but this is subject to the
discretion of the Environmental Protec-
tion Authority.

(a) and (b) Planning for the proposed
Muja to Bunbury saline water pipeline
has been suspended pending a review by
the Public Works Department (PWD) of
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management stralegies 10 control the
quality of water supplied to great
southern towns.

Environmental asscssment of the saline
water pipeline will be recommenced only
if the PWD review confirms the need for
such a pipeline. This assessment would
be independent of the south-west power
station ERMP,

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND
LAND MANAGEMENT

Administrative Arrangements
900. Mr PETER JONES, to the Premier:

(1) With regard to 1the proposed new
Government department to combine the
personnel and activities of the Forests
Department. the National Parks Auth-
ority. the wildlife section of the Depart-
ment of Fisheries and Wildlife, the Her-
barium, eic., what progress has already
beecn made in formulating administrative
arrangements for the proposed depart-
ment?

(2) {2) Have personnel been seconded for
the purpase of establishing adminis-
trative arrangements, operating pro-
cedures, and similar matters;

(b) il "Yes”, who are the personnel
involved and from which depart-
ments have they been seconded?

(3) Is it fact that stationery and departmen-
tal bullctins have been prepared?

(4) What office accommodation has been set
aside for the new department as its head-
quarters building?

(5) Whut arrangements are proposed lor the
cxisting office accommadalion currently
occupicd by those  bodies and
instrumentalities which will be sub-
merged in the new department?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replicd:

(1) Formulation of administrative arrange-
menis for the proposed Department of
Conscrvation and Land Management
have been conflined Lo those necessary for
incorporation into the department of the
Forests Department, the National Parks
Authority, and the wildlife section of the
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife.
The broad structure of the new depart-
ment has been approved by the Public
Service Board and more detailed con-
stderation ol individual units of the new
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department 15 currently being
undertaken by working groups of officers
from the Public Service Board and the
component agencies.

(2) (a) Yes:

(b) Dr Syd Shea has been scconded
from the Forests Department and
Mr David Hampton has been
scconded from the Deparitment of
Precmier and Cabinet. However, -a
number of other personnel from the
component agencics have been
working on the administrative ar-
rangements  and  operating  pro-
cedures of the proposed department
an a part-lime basis.

(3) No. A newsletter entitled Indat has been
circulated Lo members of the agencies
involved in the amalgamation. fadat has
been produced to keep officers advised
on progress being made towards formu-
fation of the depariment.

(4) No decision has been made as 1o what
building will act as headquarters for the
proposed department.

(5) Various options for accommodating the
various scctions of the proposed depart-
ment are still being considered.

901 t0o 904. Postponed.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING:
UNEMPLOYMENT

Youth: Proposals

905. Mr COURT, to the Premier:
What are the Government’s proposals to
solve youth unemployment in the 1984-
85 financial year?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
The Government will be announcing, in
the forthcoming Budget, a range of
measures directed at young job seekers.
HOUSING: CONSTRUCTION
Costs: 1983-84
906. Mr MacKINNON, 10 the Minister for

Housing:
In the report to the Minister for Housing
entitled “*Housing Problems! Needs!™, it
was indicated that building costs for the
1982-83 year rose by only 0.9 per cent,
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[ usk—
What has been the increase for the 1983-
84 year?

Mr WILSON replicd:

The building costs increase lor 1983-84
wias 5.1 per cent.

HEALTH: NURSING HOMES
Paticnts: Bed Subsidy

Mr PETER JONES, 10 the Minister for
Fealth:

(1) (a) Under the subsidy and allowances
schemes available for privale nurs-
ing homes, does the Department of
Health continue 10 pay the bed sub-
sidy Lo private nursing homes when
the paticnl is temporarily
trunsferred  to a hospital  for
required treatment;

(b} il "No™, for what reuson is the pay-
ment of this subsidy suspended?

{(2) (a) When payment is suspended, is i1
normal practice for the facility or
instilution concecrned 10 scek 10
reccover the bed subsidy directly

{rom the patient;

(b) il so. is this practice covered by
Statue?

{3) Hus he received complaints relating 1o
make-up  payments  being  directly
required from the patient who has been
temporarily absent undergoing regquired
medical treatment”?

Mr HODGE replicd:

{1) to {3) As subsidy 10 nursing homes is a
Commoenywealth  matter, this question
should be referred 0 Lthe Federal Minis-
ter for Flealth,

PORTS AND HARBOURS: MARINA
Fremantle: Yacht Clubs
Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for

Works:
What yacht clubs. yachiing organis-
ations. or individuals who participate in
yachting activities were contacted in the
process af designing the new marina at
Fremantle?

Mr MclVER replied:

(4) Yacht Clubs—Royual Perth, Fremantle
Sailing:

910. Mr

(b) yachiing organisations—Bond Syndi-
cate:

(c) individua! yachting participants— vari-
ous members of the above organisations
or of the wvarious Slate authorities
associaled with 1he America’'s Cup
steering commiltee.

SPORT AND RECREATION: YACHTING

America’s Cup: Commitice

Mr MacKINNON, 1o the Minister
representing the Minister for Administrative
Services:

What members of the America’s Cup
committee are cxperts in yachting or ex-
pericnced yachtsmen??

Mr PEARCE replied:

The following committcc mcmbers arc
cxpericnced yachtsmen—

Dr John Taplin,
Mr Alan Keil, and
the chairman, Mr N. Scmmens.

PORTS AND HARBOURS: MARINA
Fremantle: Danger

MacKINNON. 1o the Minister
representing the Minister for Administrative
Services:

Is the Government aware Lhat alter
completion of the new marina  in
Fremantle, that on a prevailing south-
west breeze it will become difficult and
dangerous for—

(a) yachts Lo Icave the Fremantle sail-
ing club:;

{b) yachts o cnter the new marina;

{¢) yachts to lecave the Fremantle fish-
ing harbour?

Mr PEARCE rcplied:

{a) 1o (c) Professional advice 1o the Govern-

ment is that no dangerous situation will
cxist as a result of construction of the
new marina lacility.
The distance from the centre of the
planned entrance 10 the new marina 1o
the centre of the existing fishing boat
harbour cntrance, and the cntrance 1o
Fremantle Sailing Club will be, in cach
case, 300 metres,
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PORTS AND HARBOURS: MARINA
Fremantle: Congestion

Mr  MacKINNON, 1to 1he Minister
representing the Minister lor Administrative
Services:

Is the Government aware that the
combined  entrance area to the
Fremantle Sailing Club and the new
Fremantle marina will be severely con-
gested with power boats mixing with
yachts tacking in a restricted area?

Mr PEARCE replied:

Professionu] advice 1o the Government is
that there is no unmanageable conges-
tion in the arca referred to. Additional
navigational aids arc 1o be installed in
relation Lo the construction of the new
marina and will provide adeguatc safe-
guards.

The distance from the centre of the
planncd cntrance 10 the new marina to
the centre of the existing fishing boat
harbour entrance, and the cntrance to
Fremantle Sailing Club will be, in each
case, 300 metres.

PORTS AND HARBOURS: MARINA
Fremantle: Environmenial Studics

Mr MacKINNON, 10 the Minister for the
Environment:

(1) What cnvironmental studies have been
carricd out Lo ensurc that—

{a) cxisting beaches will not be polluted
and Mooded:;

wave aclions lormed will not be
dangerous to small crafl following
construction of the new Fremantle
marina?

{(b)

(2) Have working modcls of the marina been
tested?

Mr DAVIES replied:

{1) (a) Northern boat harbour will be built
some distance offshore. The notice
of intent fTor the project did not
identify pollution or fooding of
beaches as potential cnvironmental
problems.

{b) and (2) These questions should be

rclerred 1o the Minister for Works.

9i3.

914.
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PORTS AND HARBOURS: MARINA
Fremantle: Consultants

Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Works:

(1) Were international consultants used in
the planning of the new Fremantle ma-
rina?

(2) If*Yes"—
(a)
(b)

who were those consultants;

for how long were their services
uscd;

what experience did they have in
marina designs?

Mr McIVER rcplied:
(1) No.
{2) {a)10(c} Not applicable.

(c)

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS:

“WA GOVERNMENT NOTES™
Cost and Distribution

Mr MacKINNON, 1o the Premier:

{1} What has been the total cost to 31
August 1984, of publishing and
distributing WA Government Notes?
Would he list for me the organisations to
which frce copics of the publication will
still be distributed as referred 1o by him
in question 676 of |8 September?

(2)

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) The most recent accounts received—4
July 1984—indicate costs of $6 975.50.
Distribution costs are contained within
normal departmental expenditure and
arc not separated.

(2) Local governmenl organisations
Public librarics
Tertiary institutions—librarics, public
relations departments, and student
guilds
Service organisations—Lions, Apcx. Ro-
tary

All parliamentarians

WA Federal parliamentarians

State Government departments and de-
partmental librarics

WA offices of Commonwealth depart-
menis

News and media outlets

State executives of political partics
Trade unions

Industry organisalions.
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HEALTH: AIR POLLUTION
Eastern Goldficlds

Mr MacKINNON, 1o the Minister for
Hcalih:

(1) Referring Lo question 309 of 7 August,
concerning air poliution in the castern
goldficlds, has he yel received a response
from the Minister for the Environment
following Lhe rcference of the report
mcntioned to him on 8 May?

(2) I not, when docs he expeet 1o reccive a

response?

Mr HODGE replicd:

(1) No.

{2) Thc member should refer this question Lo
the Minister for the Environment.

EDUCATION: FOUR-TERM SCHOOL YEAR

9l16.

917.

Length of Terms

Mr MucKINNON, 10 the Minister for
Education:

Reflerring to  question 670 of 18
Scptember 1984, when will the length of
cach praposed term be determined so
thal those people making submissions to
him can have some idea of the proposed
dates that a four-term school year will
cncompass’t

Mr PEARCE replicd:

When all submissions have been received
and considered a decision will be made.
Ample notice will be given of any change
in the dates of school terms.

HOUSING: CONSTRUCTION
Commonwcitlth Assistance

Mr MucKINNON, 1o the Minister for

Housing:
Referring Lo question 788 of 19
Scptember, concerning Commonwealth
Government  housing funds, to  what
grants does the amount of $44.192
million under the hcading “other wel-
larc™ refer?

Mr WILSON replicd:

The Commonwealth Grant of $44.192
million refers (o funds provided 10 West-
ern Australia for financial assistance for
housing purposcs gencrally under the
terms  of  the  Commonwealth-Stawe
Housing Agreement,

918,

919.

920.
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POLICE: FIREARMS
Review: Recommendalions

Me MacKINNON, to the Minister for

Palice and Emergency Services:

(1) Have the recommendations resulling
from the review of fircarms legislation
yel been presented to Cabinet?

(2) (a) Has Cabinet approved of

recommendations;

the

(b) if so, when will the legislation
resulting fram these
recommendations bec introduced

into the Parliament?
Mr CARR replicd:

(1) No.
(2} (a) and (b} Not applicable.

WASTE DISPOSAL: LIQUID
Canning Vale: Alternative Sites

Mr MacKINNON, tw the Minister for
Health:

Referring  to question 671 of 18
Scptember, what alternative sites 10
Canning Vale are under consideration by
the Public Health Department for the
disposal of liquid wastes?

Mr HODGE replicd:

Na specific sites are under consideration.

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOQOL
Burrendah: Administration Facilitics

Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) (a) Reflerring to question 2722 of 4
April 1934, concerning
administration lacilities al
Burrendah Primacy School, has a
tender been et for the construction
of thesc improved facilities;

{b} il so, when was the tender let?

(2) When will construction of the improve-

meats commence?

(3) What is thc anticipated datc

complction of this work?

Mr PEARCE replicd:
(1) (s} No;

(b) Not applicable.
(2) and (3) not applicable.

of
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This project, as developed, proved to be
excessive when cstimales were prepared,
and the project is being redocumented.

HOUSING: RENTAL
Rebates: Commonwealth Responsibility
Mr MacKINNON, w0 the Minister for

Housing:

(1) {a) Has ihe State Government made an
approach to the Commonweallh
with a request that the Common-
weilth accepl the responsibility to
lund all or some proportion of State
Housing Commission rental
subsidies or rebates;

(b} if s0. when was the approach made?
(2) Whit was the nature of that approach?
Mr WILSON replicd:

(1} and (2) Yes. The Governmnent made
strong representalions beflore and during
ncgotiations for the new Common-
weallh-State Housing Agreement. The
ncgotiations resulted in a recognition of
Commonwealth responsibility 1o assist
the State in supplementing rent subsidies
und rebates.

As a result of our negotiations, the Com-
monwealth has provided funds under the
new agreement in this financial year by
way of non-repayable interest free
grants, which offset to a degree the cost
of rent subsidics.

HOUSING: LAND
Sales: SHC
Mr MacKINNON, 1o the Minister for

Housing:

(1} Who handles the organisation and ar-
rangement of land saics for the State
Housing Commission?

(2) Have any criteria been cstablished by
the commission or its adviser/s for
determining the need and priority for de-

velopment and sale of State Housing
Commission asseis?

Mr WILSON replicd:

(1) The Statec Housing Commission.
(2) Yes.

(i) Asscssmemt of demand lor public
housing. both current and future;

(ii) service capacity of the land;
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(iii) revenue requirements of the com-
mission to facilitale public housing
programmecs;

(iv) market viability of the land.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS: BUILDING
SOCIETIES
Mixed Moncy Schemes: SHC Participation
923, Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for

Housing:
Is it Tact that the Siate Housing Com-
mission will not in future aperate in con-
junction with building socicties’ mixed
money schemes as it has done in previous
years?

Mr WILSON replied:

As a result of the reduction of interest
raies on housing foans, there is no need
for the State Government to allocate
funds for a mix of funds scheme as in
previous ycars.

HOUSING: YOUTH ADVISER

Role
924, Mr MacKINNON, to the Minisier flor
Housing:
(1) Has the Government a youth adviser on

housing?
(2) Whois the officer?
(3) What is that officer’s role?
Mr WILSON replied:

(1) No.
(2) and (3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND
INSTRUMENTALITIES: CEP

Allocations

Mr  MuacKINNON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Employment
and Training:

(1) Of the $40 425617 approved under the
community cmployment  programme
during the yecar ended 30 Junc 1984, how
much was allocated 10 State Government
deparunents. agencics or authorities?

(2) (1) Will the Minister list these allo-
cations:

925.

{b) if not. why not?
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" Mr PEARCE replicd:

926,

{1) $9429277.

(2) {a) Yes. A list will be Torwarded by let-
ter 1o Lthe member;

(b) notapplicable.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING:
EMPLOYMENT STRATEGIES FUND

Expenditure

Mr  MacKINNON. to the Minister
representing the Minister for Employment
and Training:

(1) Referring to question 263 of 2 August,

can the Minister now advise me as to-

how much of the 81 454 720 committed
10 Lhe State employment strategies fund
had been spent as at 30 Junc 19847

When the Minister says in answer (o
question 263 of 2 August that 3201 837
has been recouped against cxpenditure
by departments does this mean that this
is the amount actually paid to the de-
partments (rom the fund as at 30 June
19847

(a)

(b) il so, how much remainsin it?

(3) Is the fund still in existence:

(4)

In any cvent, how much has now been
spent or committed from the fund?

IT this is in excess of thc $1 454 720 as
idvised previously, will the Minister st
for mec the project Lo which the funds
have been allocated?

How much of the §! 454 720 has been
spent Lo date?

(5

(6)

(7) (a) Will the Minister list that expendi-

ture:
(b) il not. why not?
Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) 3170 547.
(2) Yes. Puid or to be paid.
(3) (@) Yes:

(b} asat 31 August 1984, the balance in
the fund was $2 245 993,

The commitment Lo date on approved
projects remains at 31 454 720 of which
$754 007 has been actually spent as at
31 August 1984,

Not applicible.

(4)

(3

927.

928.

929 and 930.
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(6) Answcred by (4).
(7} (a) Yes. A tist will be forwarded 10 the
mcmber;

(b) not applicable.

BUSINESS: SELF-EMPLOYMENT
BUSINESS VENTURES SCHEME

Loan: Restaurant

Mr  MacKINNON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Emptoyment
and Training:

In relation to the sclf-cmployment busi-
ness ventures loan for a restavranl re-
ferred to in question 857 of 20
Scpiember, what rate of interest is being
charged on this loan?

Mr PEARCE replied:

All loans provided by sell-employment
business ventures scheme are interest
free and aside from repaying Lhe loan
funds, no other costs are imposed on the
applicant.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING
Co-Action Scheme: Grants

Mr  MuacKINNON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Employment
and Training:

(1) AL what address is the unemployed
mctal trades workers communications
projcct—reference  question 807, 20
Seplember—operating?

(2) Al what address is the uncmployed citi-
zens bulletin project operating— refer-
ence question 805, 20 Scptember?

(3} A1 what address is the “Tenants News™
project operaling—reference  questian
805, 20 September?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1} The unemploycd meial trades workers
communications project is operating
from 28/169 Railway Parade, Mt,
Lawley.

(2) The uncmployed citizens bulletin project
is operating lrom 9 Howard Street,
Pecrth.

(3) Thec tenants news project is operating
from 57 Gresham Street, Vicloria Park.

Postponcd.
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STATE FINANCE: COST SAVING
MEASURES
Savings
Mr MacKINNON, to the Premicr:

{1) How much did Lhe cosl-saving measures
detaited by him in his New Release of 22
Junc 1983—reflerence 83/380—actually
save? )

{2) Will he list the savings under the various
arcas where the savings were achicved?

Mr BRIAN BURKE rcplicd:

(1) and {2) Compiling this information
would lic up considerable resources in
the Treasury ut o time when the depart-
ment is heavily invelved in preparing
Budget papers.

I will give consideralion Lo arranging for
the Treasury to supply the member with
the detailed information in due course.

DEPARTMENT OF PREMIER AND
CABINET
Stail: Monitoring Unit

Mr MacKINNON, 1o the Premicer:

(1) (a) Hasa staff monitoring unit been gs-
tablished within the Department of
Premicr and Cabinet;

{b) il so. when was the unit established?

(2) Whoarc the members of the unit?

(3) Isitsull in existence?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) {2) and (b) The member may wish Lo
refer to my news release of 22 June
1983 advising that a small staff
monitoring unit had been estab-

lished within (he Department of the
Premicr and Cabinel.

(2) Officers of the Department of the
Premicr and Cabinct and the Public Ser-
vice Board.

(3) No.

Postponed.

STATE FINANCE: GENERAL LOAN FUND

914,

Computer-bused Systems
Mr MacKENNON. 1o the Premier:
(1) (a) Mas the Government introduccd
computer-based  systems  into i1
capital works budgeting;

935 and 936.

{b) if so, when was the
introduced?

system

(2) Which arcas of governmenl is ils work
related to?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replicd:

{1) (a) Yes;

{b) the system was introduced in time
to accommodaic the preparation of
the 1984-85 capital works pro-
gramme cstimales.

(2) The new system initially applies to those
projects which are grouped under the
public buildings programme.

Postponed.

ELECTORAL: CHIEF ELECTORAL
OFFICER
Allegations: Ministerial Approaches
Mr HASSELL, io the Premicr:

(1) With rcference to allcgations made by
the former Chicfl Electoral Officer (Mr
Coates) reported in The Western Ml
on the weckend of 22-23 September
1984, will he inform the House in respect
of the period since the present Govern-
meni has been in office whether he or
any ol his adviscrs or officers have made
any approaches 1o the Electoral Depart-
ment or any of its officers or former
officers—

{a) in relation to the remaoval or making
available 10 any person or body
outside the department of any de-
purtmental or clectoral records or
copics of records or any information
whatsocver [rom the department;

(b) ordering. requesting, or suggesting
the replacement of any officer or
oflicers employed or engaged by the
department for any purposc by an
Abarigine or Abarigines;

(c) ordering. requesting, or suggesting
the appointment or engagement of
more Aborigines within or by the
department?

(2) IT uany of the above aclions have becn
taken, will he give full details o the
House?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) (a) The Leader of the Opposition would

be well aware that numecrous re-
quests are made by members of Par-
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liament, their staff, and others for For detailed information about the oper-
information from the Electoral De- alion of Federal legislation, | refer the
partment. 1 am not aware of any member to the Racial Discrimination
improper approaches to the Elec- Act 1975 and the Sex Discrimination
toral Depariment in relation to re- Act 1984 as well as the Human Rights
quests for information, other than Commission, Canberra, which adminis-
allegations made by the former Lers these two Acts.
Ch!‘:f Electoral Officer. The former The Western Australian Bill sets out to
Chicl  Electoral  Officer  has parallel in most respects the Federal
indicated in a radio interview that Acts in order Lo minimise constitutional
he was not prepared to discuss the incompatibility.
matler with me. and has also 1 Co ) )
A Co " n werms of major differences, the State
relused to discuss the matier with - : )
the Chairman of the Public Service Equal Opportunity - Bill provides for
Board broader grounds of discrimination. In
’ addition to covering discrimination
The allcgations were also raised based on race, sex, marital status, and
with the Acting Chiel Electoral pregnancy, it makes it unlawful 1o dis-
Officer who advises he has no criminate on the ground ol religious or
knowledge of them. political conviction,
If the Leader of the Opposition is Some of the areas covered by the State
aware of any improper approaches Bill and Federal Acts differ, in particu-
and informs me of them, 1 will lar, because of the d|ff'er|_r|g areas ijur-
immediately have them isdiction. For example, the Federal Acts
investigated. cover combal duties and administralion
(b} and (c} The only approach 1 am of Commonwealth laws and pro-
aware of in respect of these matters grammes. The State Bill does not. The
is 1 minutc from the Minister lor State Equal Opportunity Bill covers dis-
Planning and a reply from the Min- crimination in employment of Siate
ister for Parliamentary and Elec- Gavernment employees. The Federal
toral Reform, copics of which are Acts do not.
tubled. The State Equal Opportunity Bill covers
I the Leader of the Opposition has equal opportunity in public employment.
any further information on this Allhough the Federal Acts do not cover
maticr, | woull be pleased to re- this area, the Commonwealth Public
ceive it and | will ensure it is Service Reform Act 1984 and the Merit
immediately investigated. Protection (Australian Government Em-
(2) Sece (). ployees) Act 1984 makc provision for the

The paper wis tabled (sec paper No.
166).

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY BILL

Federal Sex Discrimination Act: Differences

implementation of equal employment op-
portunity in the Commonwealth Public
Service.

INSURANCE: BROKERS

Federal Legislation: Western Australian Fees

939, Mr BRADSHAW, 10 the Minister
representing the Attorney-General:

938. Mr BRADSHAW . 10 the Premier:
In regard to the Equal Opportunity Bill,

what are the basic differences between
the Federal legistation—Anti Discrimi-
nation Bill—and the Equal Opportunity
Bill?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replicd:

It is assumced that the member is refer-
ring not to a Federal Bill, but to two
Federal  Acts—the Racial  Discrimi-
nation Act 1975 and the Sex Discrimi-
nation Act 1984, '

In view of the current Federal Insurance
{Agents and Brokers) Act 1984, will in-
surance brokers and agenis in Western
Australia still have to register or pay li-
cence fees under the General Insurance
Brokers and Agents Act 19817

Mr GRILL replied:

The Federal Insurance (Agents and
Brokers) Act 1984 has not yet been
proclaimed. It will therefore be necess-
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ary lor insurance brokers and agents in
Western Australia 1o continue 1o pay li-
cence Tees while required 10 be licensed
under the General [Insurance Brokers
and Agents Act.

Postponed.

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL
Roleystone: Assembly Area
Mr RUSHTON. to thec Minister

Education:

(1) Further to his visit 10 Roleysione Pri-
mary School recently Lo consider a re-
quest for provision of a covered assembly
arca—

(a) is Roleystone Primary School to re-
ceive a covered assembly area this
year;

(b} il not, which schools have becen
allocated covered assembly areas
this ycar?

(2) If there has not been a decision, when is
it expected 1o be taken?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) and (2} Consideratlion is being given 1o
the provision of facilities at a number of
schools in the 1984-85 financial year and
full information on cach will be available
when the State Budget is brought down
next month.

for

Postponcd.

BUSINESS: COMPANIES
Legislation: Amendments

Mr  MENSAROS, to the
represenling the Attorney-General:

(1) Is the Government supporting the recent
Commonwealth Government proposals
10 amend the Companies Code to require
company dircclors to make full individ-
val disclosures in their annual reports of
salarics, ces. expenses, and all their ben-

chits?
{2) Arc  such mcasures against  the
rccommendation  of  the  National

Compunies and Securitics Commission?

H answer 1o (1) is “Yes”, would the At-
torncy Generul please give his reasons
for agreeing to such an infringement of
privacy in business?

3

—

Minister
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Mr GRILL replicd:
(1) 10(3) See answer to question 707.

EDUCATION: TERTIARY

University of Western Australia: Law Graduatcs

947,

Mr MENSAROS, to the
representing the Attorney-General:

(1) Have law graduates from the University
of Western Australia Law School found
suitable professional accommodation
without defay afier their graduation dur-
ing the past three years?

{(2) What is the expectation regarding the
1983-84 graduales?

(3) Is thc general trend in demand for
graduate lawyers according to present
predictions on the increase or is il
decreasing?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) The information is not readily available.
(2) All but cight students who will graduate
this year have been offered articles.

(3) Predictions by the Law Societly indicate

that the demand for graduate lawyers is
increasing and will exceed the supply.

Minister

EDUCATION: TERTIARY

University of Western Australia: Law Graduates

9438.

Mr  MENSAROS, w0 the
representing the Attorney General:

Would 1the Attorney General please
ascertain from the University of Western
Australia and advise the House how
many law students have graduated from
the University of Western Australia Law
School during ¢ach of the past 10 years?

‘Mr GRILL replied:
I am advised that the following numbers

of students completed the academic re-
quirements for the Bachelor of Laws de-

Minister

gree—
1974—20—due to néw Ccourse
structiure
1975—51
1976—89
1977—85
1978—85
1979—89
1980—96
1981—78
1982—84
1983—86.
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PRISONS: DEPARTMENT cause the cstablishment of a law
Amalgamation with Parole Board school at Murdoch University;
Mr MENSAROS, 1o the Minister (b) if so. would he please say who

representing the Attorney General:

(1) Is it proposcd Lo amalgamaic the Prisons
Department with the  Parole  Board
and/or broadly the parole services in the
Ste?

(2) If s0, can the Attorney General describe
the proposed administrative and other
sieps which are going 10 be taken?

Mr GRILL replicd:

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

SEWERAGE
Commonwcitlth Funding

Mr MENSAROS, 1o the Minister for
Water Resources:

(1) As infill scwerage work is a very import-
ant and very costly outstanding duty of
the Water Authority, would he pleasc
enlarge on his reply 10 question 625 of
1984 uas to the intensity and way
“inguiries”™ have been made 1o the Com-
monwealth  Government  regarding
linancial assistance?

(2) In any cvent, would he undertake 1o
make cvery endeavour Lo sccure Com-
monwealth assistance in the luture 10
make at least some step 1oward sewering
about 40 per cent unsewered propertics
in the metropolitan area without undue
increascs in charges to customers?

Mr TONKIN replied:

(l) Orul inquiries established that for 1984-
85 no funds for infill sewerage could be
made available in the Commonwealth
Budgct. However. infill  sewcrage
prioritics and costs arc presently being
reassessed so that submissions on future
financial assistance for this work can be
made.

{2) Yes.

EDUCATION: TERTIARY
Murdoch University: Law School

Mr MENSAROS,
Educition:

to the Minister for

(1) (a) Has it been factually reported that
it is the Government's intention 1o

and/or which organisations have
been consulted in this mauer?

(2) Whatis the rough estimate for the—
(n) capital cost of establishing; and
{b) annual running cost,
of such a law school?

Mr PEARCE replicd.

(1) {a)} At the request of the Western
Australian Post Secondary Edu-
calion Commission, Murdoch Uni-
versity has becn exploring the possi-
bility of offering programmes in law
and legal studies. The devciopment
of a law school a1t Murdoch Univer-
sity has Lhe support of the Govern-
ment, but | understand that it is
unlikely that Commonwealth funds
will be available for this develop-
ment in the 1985-87 tricnnium.

{b} | have been informed that Murdoch
University has had some discussions
rcgarding this matler with represen-
tatives of the legal profession, the
University of WA, Western
Australian Post Secondary Edu-

calion Commission, and the
Universities Council of the Com-
monwealth  Tertiary  Education
Commission.

(2) | am unable to provide estimates of costs
as there is, as yel, no agreement on the
nature, scale, and timing of such a devel-
opment.

ARTS: PERTH THEATRE TRUST
Concert Hall: Bookings

Mr MENSAROS, 1o the Minister for Lhe
Arts:

Are the ticket sales in the Perth Concert
Hall a part of the Government-owned
organisation looking aflter the bookings
of the Perth Concert Hall, His Majesty’s
Theatre and the Entertainment Centre,
and sometimes other venues?

Mr DAVIES replied:

The member’s guestion is a little vague.
However for the past 10 years the book-
ing office at the Perth Concert Hall has
operated as a service to the public 10
cnable them 1o purchase tickels Lo a wide
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range of cultural and entertainment ac-
tivities in Perth.

TOURISM: BUNGLE BUNGLE
Cattic and Donkeys

Mr MENSAROS. 10 the Minister for
Lands and Surveys:

(1) Is 1 fact that there are very large num-
bers—in the thousands—of donkeys and
cattle in the Bungle Bungle arca?

(2) Who are the owners of the cattle?

(3) Arc the cattle properly locked after as
required within the terms of the pastoral
leases?

(4) When have the cattle been musiered
las1?

{5) Is therc any action proposed for reducing
and ultimately climinating these animals
from this arca 10 stop crosion and re-
habilitate  the land around Bungle
Bungle?

Mr McIVER replied:

() The latest count made after acrial survey
indicates that there are about 2000
cattle and | 500 donkeys in the Bungle
Bungic arca.

(2) Somec of the cattle are unbranded, the
remainder belong 10 various owners.

(3) No.

(4) Two years apo. Donkeys are shot as part
of an ongoing programme of control.

(5) Yes.
Postponced.

HEALTH: HOSPITAL
Benticy: Orthopacdic Surgeons -
Mr HASSELL. 10 the Minister for Health:

(1) What arrangements have been made for
orthopacdic surgeons who appliced for the
advertised posts a1t Bentley Hospital re-
garding the availability of resident medi-
cal staff and after hours arrangements?

{2) What will the sitwation be at Bentley
Haspital regarding the supply of instru-
ments in theatres for use by orthopaedic
surgeons”’

(3) What sessions will be offered 1o ortho-
pacdic surgeons and do thc positions
vary from full-time Lo sessional, and if
full-time, do surgeans receive benefits

similar 1o other Government positions
such as  reasonable leave and
superannuation ctc?

Mr HODGE replicd:

(1) No change is envisaged Lo the way Lthat
orthopacdic surgeons provide their ser-
vices 1o Bentley Hospital at present. Sue-
geons currently accept responsibility for
after-hours care for their own patients.

(2) Arrangements will be made with sur-
geons on their appoiniment as to their
requirements {or instruments.

{3) Yes. Full-time appointments will reccive
leave and conditions equal to full time
positions in teaching hospitals. Part time
or sessional appointments receive ben-
cfits proportional io full-time appoint-
ments.

The number of sessions which can be
offercd is flexible, depending on what
commitment each applicant is prepared
to make for the trealment of public
patients at Bentley Hospital.

95810 960. Postponed

LAND DRAINAGE: LEGISLATION
Reintroduction

Mr LAURANCE, 1o the Minister for
Water Resources:

{1) Has he indicated to local authoritics that
the Land Drainage Amcndment Bill
1984 which has been withdrawn from
the Parliament, will be reintroduced in
this current session?

{2) Isit intended 1o provide local authorities
with lurther information before the Bill
is reintroduced?

(3) Will he ensure that all interested local
authoritics have adequate time to study
any further material he may make avail-
able and respond before he proceeds with
the legislation?

Mr TONKIN replied:

(1) 1 have advised local authorities and other
interested persons that commenis on the
Bill are being considered and that the
Bill will bc modificd before it is
reintroduced into Parliameni. | do not
expect to intreduce the redrafied Bill
into the Parliament this ycar as time will
be taken to modify the Bill in line, so far
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as is possiblc and desirable, with the
comments reccived.

This will depend on the nature and ex-
tent of the modifications which will be
made Lo the Bill.

If there is u need to seek further advice
or comment from local authorities, those
authorities will naturally be given ad-
cquate time to respond.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

TAXES AND CHARGES
Increases: Dollar Value

question was referred to the Department
of Treasury as is the normal practice but
the answer that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition has been given is one that was re-
ferred to me from Treasury for passing
an 1o him.

[ am perfectly happy to advise Treasury
of the Leader of the Oppaosition’s com-

. ments 10 sec whether it maintains its

view that the information sought is a
matier for disclosure during the Budget
process, and as the Budgel is delivered 1o
Parliament.

GOVERNMENT INSTRUMENTALITIES:

PERMANENT HEADS
Allegations: Procedures

250. Mr HASSELL. 10 the Treasurer:

Today | asked the Treasurer a question 251. Mrs BEGGS. 1o the Minister for

Parliamentary and ElecLoral Reform:

on natice relating 1o the 1otal amount of

increase, expressed in dollar terms, of

State Government charges for the year

1984-85 (o which he replied that it was a

budgetary matter and relevant infor-

mation would be disclosed when the

Consolidated Revenue Fund estimates

were prepared for Parliament. 1 now

ask—

(1} What distinguishes the situation
this year from the situation last
year, when the figure this year was
not disclosed despite the promise
made by the Treasurer to disclose it
when he announced the increase in
charges, from last year when the
Government's figure of about $58
million was disclosed as the amount
of the increase, but it was
subsequently found that the total
amount of the increase was well
over $100 miltion?

(2) What is the difference beiween the
two years?

(3) Why can he not tell me this year
what he could tell me last year?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replicd:

()

10 (3) | wish to correct a wrong im-
pression held by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition. [ understand that the inaccuracy
was in the calculation made by the mem-
ber's Press secretary. The Press secretary
carncd the reputation of being the man
with the golden calculator immediately
aflter making the mistake.

I am not aware of my having made any
mistike of the nature to which the
Leader of the Opposition refers. His

In view of media interest in allegations

made by the former Chief Electoral

Officer 1 ask—
Is the Minister able to advisc the
House of the procedures to be fol-
lowed by permanent hecads in
reporting such matiers 1o the Minis-
ter. and whether Mr Coates fol-
lowed those procedures?

Mr TONKIN replied:

The procedure followed is that if a head
of department is concerned about any-
thing in the execution of his duty, includ-
ing approaches by members of Parlia-
ment and Ministers of the Crown, he
should contact his Minister and report
the matter, especially if he regards the
approach as improper. If, for some
reason or other which | cannot fathom, a
hecad of department does not want to
seek a discussion with the Premier or his
own Minister, he should go to the Chair-

~man of the Public Service Board.

The problem with the allegations made
by Mr Coates is that at no time did he
come to me and indicate that something
improper was occurring. Therefore, |
have not been able to take any action.
These allegations have been made and
we have asked him to let us know what
they are or to speak Lo the chairman of
the Public Service Board who served the
Liberal Government and this Govern-
ment and, therefore, cannot in any way
be regarded as a political person. Mr
Coates refuses 1o give the information 1o
cither the Government or 10 the Chair-
man of the Public Service Board. Under
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those circumstances it is impossible for
us 1o work out what Mr Coates is refer-
ring to.

I have had the files ¢xamined by the
Acting Chicl Electoral Officer and the
only document that might fit the bill re-
ferred 10 the demotion of a person
c¢mployed under the Electoral Act. | gave
& copy 10 the Premier and indicaled that
that may be what Mr Coates was talking
aboul. That was released to the Press on
Monday and we were old that it did not
relate o the allegation. We are placed in
an impossible position when the person
responsible does not tell us what the
problem is.

Furthermore, | have contacted the Depu-
ty Chicl Electoral Officer, now Acting
Chicf Electoral Officer, Mr Ray Shaw,
10 ask whether he knows what Mr
Coates is talking about. He does not
know, [ have also writien 10 Mr Shaw
and he has replied. 1 am pleased to pro-
vide a copy of my letter and Mr Shaw’s
reply for the information of members. |
have no problem about tabling both lei-
ters. Mr Shaw is rather nonplussed. Part
of his letter states the following—

I am not aware of any improper
approaches that may have been
made by a Cabinct Minister or a
Labor M.P. to the former Chief
Electoral Officer, with the following
possible cxceptions.

I. 1 understand that immediately
after the 1983 Eleclion some
form of communication oc-
curred between the Premier-
elect and the Chicl Electoral
Officer concerning immediate
discontinuance of the require-
ment  that  enrolments  be
witnessed by qualified
witnesses. Naturally § am not
awarc of the exact terms of the
conversation or whether or not
they could be considered im-
proper. | do not know whether
this is one of those matters that
Mr Coates has in mind.

Mr Speaker, you will realise that that
conversalion was connected with our de-
sire to change the Act. which we have
donc because we believe it needed 10 be
changed. The discussion related to the

intention to alter the Act. The letter con-
tinues—

2. | am aware that correspondence oc-
curred beiween the member for
North Province, Hon. P. Dowding,
and this department, through your-
self. It concerned a suggestion Lo the
best of my recollections that an Ab-
original be appointed as Presiding
Officer at a polling place.

That was released to the Press on
Monday. It continues—

In the matter of the questions, | am
not aware of any request for re-
moval or making available Depart-
mental records or information other
than the request for the supply of
additions and deletions lists which
are part of regular policy and have
been for some years.

Mr Shaw d-ocs not know of it either.

Mr Coates had not had previous experi-
ence in the electoral office before work-
ing as Chief Electoral Officer, unless he
had worked there as a junior clerk or
messenger boy early in his career. Cer-
tainly in the 25 years before his appoint-
ment, he had not worked for the Elec-
toral Department and, therefore, he re-
tied heavily on Mr Shaw. When Mr
Coates attended meetings with me, Mr
Shaw usually accompanied him. There-
fore, | find it hard to believe that if
somcthing was troubling Mr Coatcs,
such as improper approaches, he would
not have confided in Mr Shaw upon
whom he relied so heavily.

As a Minister of the Crown, | will have
no truck with any person, whether he be
a Minister of the Crown or a member of
cither House of Parliament, interfering
with the proper workings of the Electoral
Department. Certainly, had Mr Coates
come to me and said he was concerncd
about some¢ matter 1 would have been
very quick to act upon it. 1 would not
have tolerated such a situation.

However, vague comments have been
made, Mr Coates will not co-operale and
Mr Hassell, the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, who presumably has discussed the
information with Mr Coates, will not
pass it on. Under these circumstances,
how can the Gavernmenl free itsell from
the innuendo that has oeccurred and clear
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its name il it does not know what the
charges are.
The letters were tabled (see papers Nos. 166
and 167). .

MINISTERS GF THE CROWN
Overscas Travel
Mr HASSELL, to the Premier:

I refer the Premier 10 the question |
asked him last week aboul overseas
travel by Ministers’ advisers and/or their
wives and the underiaking he gave me
last Tuesday in the House 10 reconsider

his answer refusing to give any infor-

mation. | ask—

Has he reconsidered the matter and
can any information be made avail-
able?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replicd:

The matter has been reconsidered 10 a
partial extent and that may provide some
partiil refief for the Leader of the Oppo-
sition because | undersiand that, when
questioned on this subject by reporters,
he complained that he could not take the
matter further.

The only thing that has been verified to
me is that no ministerial advisers’ wives
have travelled overseas at public ex-
pense. That was onc of the allegations
made by Mr Coates.

Mr Hasscll interjected.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: If the Leader of the
Opposition knows what Mr Coates is
talking aboul, please well us.

Mr Hasscll: What has that 1o do with the
question?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Leader of the Op-
position raised an allegation which is one
of those made by Mr Coatcs.

Mr Hassell: | asked a question a week ago
which you rcfused to answer. You under-
took to reconsider the matter, and |
asked whether you had done so.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Leader of the Op-
position is now saying in the context of
the answer that although the allegation
is similar, it has nothing 10 do with Mr
Coates” allegution,

Mr Hasscll: It had nothing to do with it. l am

asking the question and you brought Mr
Coultes into it

Mr BRIAN BURKE: As far as the Govern-
ment is concerncd, ~we 1hink i1 is
encumbent upon the Leader of the Op-
position, if he knows of these allegations,
1o tell the House about them. IT he has
any knowledge or evidence he should
bring it forth. If he has any cvidence or
knowledge about ministerial advisers’
wives travelling overseas, let him state
what that knowledge or cvidence is.

Mr Tonkin: Sly innuendo.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I have answered the
question by saying that | have no infor-
malion about, neither do those people
who checked the matter have any record
of, ministerial advisers’ wives travelling
overseas at public expense.

Mr Hassell: 1 am not qucstioning your
answer.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: | am not saying that
the Leader of the Oppositien is. How-
cver, if he has any evidence 10 the con-
traty that would support Mr Coates’ ai-
legation, which is remarkably similar 1o
the Leader of the Opposition’s question,
he should produce it. If he knows of any
substance 1o any of the allcgations made
by Mr Coates, with whom no doubi he
has becn in contact on many occasions
recently, please let us know the
substance.

Mr Hasscll: That is an untruth.

Mr Old: How do you know that?

Several members interjected.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: From a (ranscript in
which the Leader of the Oppasition said
that he had been speaking with Mr
Coales on more Lhan one occasion.

Mr Clarko: That does not mean “on many
occasions’.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Il that is the case, on
those occasions when the Leader of the
Opposition has disclissed Lthe allegations
with Mr Coates, if Mr Coates has
provided any cvidence to the Leader of
the Opposition—1 suspect he must have,
becausc the Leader of the Opposition has
been saying how drastic things are—
would he provide the Parliament with
that cvidence?

Mr Hassell: |t is amazing how you try to turn
parliamentary question time into an in-
lerrogation of the Opposition and, as |
have said before, 1 will not have any part
of it.

Mr Wilson: What an admission!
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Mr BRIAN BURKE: 1 can only conclude
that the Leader of the Opposition has no
evidence cither.

Mr Tonkin: That is right.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Docs he or does he not
have any evidence?

Mr Tonkin: Just innucndo.

Mr Hassell: You can conclude anything you
like and you can go and jump in the lake.
This is question time, when the Govern-
menl is answerable o the Parliament.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: h is all right to ask
questions which imply that ministerial
advisers’ wives are gallivaming around
the world at public expense and, when
the Leader of the Opposition is told it is
not true Lo say, “Well, | was only asking
# question” in the same way as the—

Mr Old: You have not denied it.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Of course | have de-
nicd it

Mr Old: You said to the best of your knowl-
edge and that you would make further
investigations.

Mr Tonkin: He can't speak outside his own
knowledge, you goose.

Mr Oid: Do you deny that it happened®?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: To the best ol my

knowledge | have no evidence and | deny
that it happened.

Mr Old: You are a great qualifier.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: To the best of the
knowledge of the Minister for Parlia-

mentary and Electoral Reform it has not
happened cither.

Mr Davics: Or 10 the best of my knowledge.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Or 1o the best of the
Minister for the Environment's knowl-
edge. In the absence of any evidence by
the Leader of the Oppasition, if 1 could
turn to the specific question, there is no
rccord ol any ministerial adviser’s wifc
travelling overseas at public expense. -

HEALTH: DENTAL
Technicians: Tasmuaniz
Mrs WATKINS, 1w the Minister for
Health:

In vicw of the lact that Tasmania has
had legislation permitling dental tech-
nicians to deal dircctly with members of
the public for some 27 years, can the
Minister advise whether, in the formu-

lation ol the proposed Western
Australian legislation to license dental
technicians currently before the Parlia-
ment, he made approaches to the
Tasmanian Government to ascertain the
attitude of the current Liberal Govern-
ment of Tasmania in the light of the long
cxperience with the operation of its legis-
lation?

Mr Clarko: Thank you, Dorothy.
Several members interjecied.
Mr HODGE replicd:

In the early stages of policy development
1o prepare for the drafiing of this legis-
lation my  officers liaised  with
Tasmanian health officers and, indeed,
with health officers of other States which
have similar legislation.

However, | admit that 1 had not sought a
political blessing from my counterparl,
the Minister for Health in the
Tasmanian Liberal Government.

Nevertheless, | have recently become
aware of the attitude of the Minister for
Health in Tasmania and of the Premicr,
Mr Robin Gray, from a letter which Mr
Gray wrole 10 a correspondent on 6
September last.

Mr MacKinnon: Who was il to?

Mr HODGE: It was o a correspondent—a
person in Tasmania who wrotc 10 the
Premicr. The relevant extract from the
letler reads as follows—

The Minister for Health, Mr
Cleary, has advised that the record
of dental mechanics in Tasmania
over the past 27 years is onc of an
cfficient and valuable service to the
public. Very lew complaints against
dental mechanics have  becn
recorded.

Mr Cleary and | are quite satisfied
with the standard of service that
dental mechanics are providing.

Thal is an extract from a letter written
by Mr Robin Gray, the Liberal Premier
of Tasmania. | thought it would be of
interest to advise members of the House
that it appears now that right across the
political spectrum in Tasmania there is a
consensus that demtat technicians with
chairside status have been of definite ad-
vantage to Lhe public in that State. !
thought it might be of interest 10 all
members of the House 1o know that,
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right across the political spectrum, there
is that definite support.

Mr Booth held wide-ranging discussions

in Malacca which have led to the follow-

ing possibilities for co-operation—
reclamation of ) 400 acres of land
from the sea for commercial devel-
opment;

preparation of a local plan embrac-

ARTS: PERTH THEATRE TRUST
Bookings: Political Function

Mr MENSAROS, 1o the Minister for the
Arts:

254,

My question has nothing to do with Mr
Coates. IUis as follows—

(1) Is it the role of the booking ofTice in
the Perth Coneert Hall—being part
ol the Perth Theatre Trusi; that is, 2
Government i
sell tickets for a political fund-rais-,
ing function?

(2) IM it is not. why is it advertised by
the ABC that the booking office at
the Concert Hall is selling ticketis
for an “Unusual concert™ to be held
in the Octagon Theatre 10 raise
campaign funds for the ALP candi-
date for the Federal electrorate of
Forrest?

Mr DAVIES replied:
(1} and (2) The answer is very simple: The

booking office of the Perth Theatre
Trust docs not discriminate.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN OVERSEAS

PROJECTS AUTHORITY
Visit: Mualaysia

Mr READ, 1o the Deputy Premicr:

Can he indicate the success of a recent
visit by representatives of the Western
Australian QOverseas Projects Authority
1o Malaysia?

Mr BRYCE repliced:

Yes. Several Western Australian firms
arc asscssing the merits of becoming
involved in a multi-million dollar devel-
opment project in the Malaysian city of
Malacca.

The possibility of direct Western
Australian involvement was discussed
during a recent visit Lo Malaysia by the
General  Manager of 1the Western
Australian Qverseas Projects Authority,
Mr Peler Booth.

Talks arc now being held with private
industry in Western Australia on the
project.
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ing 4.2 square miles of central busi-
ness district and 1400 acres of
reclaimed area; and

development of the 1400 acres of
reclaimed land.

The authority made a commitment to
Malaysian officials 1o provide a proposal
for a 1own planning and engincering
study of the Malacca central business
district and the ] 400 acres of reclaimed
area.

It agreed 10 follow up with privaic indus-
try to assess the interest in becoming
involved in the dredging and redevelop-
ment of the reclaimed area.

Mr Booth was accompanied 10 Malacca
by Mr H. Bollig, of the architectural and
town planning firm of Bollig Abbott and
Partners (Gulf) Pty. Lid., at the invi-
Lation of the Chief Minister for Malacca,
Dato Abdul Rahim Thamby Chik. h fol-
lowed a visit by the Chief Minister to
Australia carlier last month.

ENERGY: GAS
Pipeline: Dampier-Perth

Mr PETER JONES, 10 the Minister for
Mincrals and Energy:

(0

)

What progress has been made in under-
taking the independent review which was
indicated in the Press of the delineated
route for the natural gas pipeline from
the main Dampier-Perih pipeline to East
Perth?

Is it correct, as was stated in the Press,
that the SEC had not advised at least
some of the residents along the proposed
route that their propertics would be al-
fected by the pipeline?

Mr PARKER replied:

M

There were Lwo Press reporis. Onc ap-
peared in The Western Mail of Saturday
a couple of weeks ago. That was a scurri-
lous report and the journalist involved
wenl 10 see a poor pensioner couple in
the Bayswater-Bassendean arca. He told
them that a pipeline would be coming
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through their garden. When they, in con-
cern, telephoned the Stiate Energy Com-
mission about it and they were told that
wias not the case, the journalist who
wrote the story said that that indicated
that the SEC had changed its mind when
in fact it was never intended that a pipe-
linc go through their property; that was
the reason they were never advised that
it would.

A further report appeared in The West
Australian the following Monday.

Mr Peter Jones: That is the one to which |
was referring.

Mr PARKER: It reporied a statement made
by the Deputy Commissioner of the SEC
(Mr Kingsmill) in which it was indicated
that he said he would be recommending
to me that an independent review of the
route be undertaken.

A great deal of work has been done in
respect of this route and it has not yetl
been finalised. However, independent re-
views of various aspects of the route have
been carried out already. Those reviews
have been, for example, in relation to
hydrological studies and similar engin-
eering aspects about various sections of
the road.

The major informant in the case of The
Western Mail article was a gentleman
who has been very agitated about the
route in so far as it passes Joel Terrace in
Mayiands and that area has been the
subject of a number of different studies
perfarmed by people outside the SEC.

This issue has been before me in many
forms for a number of weeks and, follow-
ing my review of the work, | decided
that, given the fact that the route had
not been finalised complelely and that
the concerns of the shires in the region
had been allayed by various meetings,
discussions, and alterations to the route
as a result of contact with these shires,
there was no need for an independent
review ol the route and that there would
not be onc.

Mr Peter Jones: | agree with you.

Mr PARKER: Thercfore, | did not aceept the
recommendation of Mr Kingsmill.

(2) | have not had any approaches from any-
one alleging they were not advised by the
SEC of the proposed route of the pipe-
line.
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Mt Peter Jones interjected.

Mr PARKER: That is a problem we are
having with Mr Bropho which, 1 am
hopeful, will be able to be resolved. But
certainly, | have not been advised of any
concern other than the concern of differ-
ent shires which, | understand, has now
been satisfied.

MR ALAN BOND: AMERICA’S CUP

Win: Recognition
Mr LAURANCE, to the Premier:

(1} As today is the first anniversary of the
winning of the Americas Cup by
Australia I, does the Premier agree with
me 1hat not enough has been done in a
lasting way to honour the instigator of
the successful challenge, Mr Alan Bond?

(2) Does he agree that the winning of the
America’s Cup is one of the most out-
standing achievements of 1his century
and will bring untold benefits to the

people of this State?

Will he therefore recommend o Her
Majesty the Queen that Mr Bond be
knighted in recognition of his enormous
contribution to the welfare of our State?

Mr Blaikie: Hear, hear!
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied;

(1) to (3) The member for Gascoyne is obvi-
ously not aware that it is now nol poss-
ible for Premiers to make
recommendations to the Queen. Without
any notice of the question, and going
from my recollection of dealing with
these matters on a daily basis, | under-
stand there is now a council which makes
these decisions and that nominations are
made to the council. So, | cannot
recommend to the Queen that Mr Bond
be knighted.

Mr Hassell: It is still possible, is it not? It is
just that you do not exercise the possi-
bility.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: | am not saying that it
is not still possible.

Mr Hassell: | thought you did say that.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: | understand it is poss-
ible for the councit to make
recommendations to the Queen—

(3)

Mr Hassell: I is still possible for you 1o make
recommendations if you choose to do so.
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Mr BRIAN BURKE: My understanding is
that that is not the case.

Mr Hassell: Staie honours have not becn
abolished: they have only been sus-
pended because you have not cxercised
them as a magter of policy.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr BRIAN BURKE: If the Leader of the
Opposition has the details of the answer,
I suggest he give them to the member lor
Gascoyne,

Mr Hassell: | am only trying to help you with
the accuracy of your answer.

Mr Old: [t is highly inaccurate.

Mt Blaikic: In order to resolve the situation,
we could have a change of leadership
and Government.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: | find the member to
be a truly helplul and jolly fellow. He
causes me not much grief whatsoever.

I do agree with the member for
Gascoyne about the significance of win-
ning the America’s Cup. I am not sure
that | agree with him that not cnough
has been done to honour Mr Bond for
hcading up the successful syndicate
which won the cup although | do under-
stand he was accorded an honour by the
Commonwealth about 11 months ago.

I am perfectly prepared o have a look at
the matter, and the member for
Gascoyne might like to check with me in
a weck or two when | will be able to teil
him exactly what honour it was Mr Bond
received and whether or not it is my view
that some additional honour should be
bestowed upon him.

WELFARE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES

REVIEW
Recommendations: Policy Statement

Mr P. J.SMITH, to the Minister for Youth
and Community Services:

Can the Minister advise when the
Government expecls 1o make a policy
statement in  response 1o the 59
rccommendations of the newiy-released
report of the welfare and community ser-
vices review !

Mr WILSON replied:

The report to which the member refers
entitled The Well-being of the People
was in fact publicly launched yesterday.
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1t is proposcd that a full policy statement
responding 10 the repert’s
recommendations will be made before
the end of 1984. | intend 1o make an
interim statement to the House in the
next few days setting out the major
recaommendations lor the information of
members. Copies of the rteport, | am
pleased 10 say, have been forwarded to
all members today for their reading, if
they see fit to read the documents con-
cerned.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Powerlines: Poles

Mr OLD, 1o the Minister for Minerals and
Encrgy:

(1) Has the State Energy Commission been
able yet to recover any poles from the
forest country?

(2) If not, has the Minister made any moves
Lo have SEC poles imported so that the
contribulory extension scheme can go
ahead according to plan?

Mr PARKER replicd:

(1) and (2} The SEC has been advised by

the Forests Department that there will
be a limited availability of poles this year
in comparison with eariier years because
of the quarantine and dicback control
standards which the Forests Department
is imposing on the forests with a view Lo
preventing the spread of the jarrah
dieback discase. Although initially it was
thought that this would not have any
direct impact on the availability of suf-
ficient poles for the contributory exten-
sion scheme to which the member is re-
ferring, it now appears that there will not
be sulTicient poles for those schemes at
the moment. The SEC also has other
problems associated with the non-avail-
ability of Woestern Australian forest
poles and. consequently, is doing two
things:
First, it has decided to import some
wooden poles from New South Wales to
enable those CES schemes to go ahead;
and also in a more general sense it has let
a conlract to a joint venture including
Clough, the Western Australian firm,
and a firm, the name of which escapes
me at the moment, which is a subsidiary
of a German firm, to manufacture
prestressed spun concrete poles for more
general use.
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As well as that, ongoing discussions have
been held between the SEC and the For-
ests Department about the availability of
various Lypes of poles, and whether we
may be able to look at the standard of
pole that we require in cerlain areas in
certain applications, 10 see whether other
trees besides jarrab trees could be used
in certain circumstances.

In regard to the CES schemes to which
the member is referring, the ones for
which moneys have been collected 1
think will be proceeding with very minor
delays and, in some cases, no delays. The
ones for which no moneys have been col-
lected are currently the subject of
further assessment based on the avail-
ability of poles. | am hopeful that all of
the schemes currently determined upon
will be able 10 be completed by the
middlc of next year.

AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY: CAUCUS
Agenda
260. Mr CRANE, to the Premier:
In view of the revelation in today's Daily
News in an article headed “Toilet Clue
10 Move”, in which it states that the
Labor Party’s Caucus agenda had been
found in a lavatory in Parliament House,
| ask—
Can the Premier please advise
whether the substitution of Caucus
agenda for toilet paper is—
{a) part of the Government’s policy
10 cconomise; or
The SPEAKER: Ordert
Mr CRANE: To continue—
(b} part of the Government's policy
to put raw materials (o their
most appropriate use?

The SPEAKER: Order! That is not a ques-
tion.

Several members interjected.
Mr Pearce: That is disgusting!

TAXES AND CHARGES: SALES TAX
Wine: Government Representations
261. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Industrial Devclopment:
Whai action, if any, has he taken since
his visit 1o Canberra to represent the
viewpoint of the wine industry in this

State to the Commonwealth Government
in relation 10—

(a) the imposition of the 10 per cent
sales tax on wine;

(b} the reduction of Commonwealth
charges levied on imported wines; ar

(¢) the failure of the Commonwealth 1o
provide for Western Ausiralian rep-
resentation on the commitiee estab-
lished 1o inquire ino the wine indus-
try?

Mr BRYCE replied:
{a) to{c) | know that the Deputy Leader of

the Opposition will be overcome with
sympathy when he discovers that | am
currently suffering from a bit of an
ecovirus and, when 1 was suffering from
the substance instead of the “eco”, that
prevented me from actually keeping my
appointment in Canberra with the rep-
resentatives of the Treasury and the
Minister for Primary Industry. Instead,
members of my stalf who were going to
travel with me, met representatlives of
both those departments. There have been
some very interesting exchanges of view-
points across the country betwcen my
office and that Federal Government
office. | regret very much 1hat the Feder-
al Treasurer is not prepared 10 change
his mind.

Mr Blaikic: intransigent is the word.
Mr BRYCE: The salcs tax Bill was actually

passed through the Federal Parliament
fairly swiftly and within a matter of
what scemed like days—it may have
been a couple of weeks—the Statute had
become law and that Statute will be law.
I see no praspects of having the Federal
Government rescind it.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS: LAND RIGHTS

Seaman Inquiry: Report

Mr WATT, to the Minister with special
responsibility for Aboriginal Affairs:

In respect of the report of the Scaman
inguiry into Aboriginal land rights, 1|
have heard 1wo differing reports about
when it will be made available, one
suggestion being tomorrow and another
suggestion being Friday. Will he give
consideration to making the report avail-
able tomorrow, at least to members of
Parliament, in view of the fact that
couniry members will experience delays



1860

WE

263.

[ASSEMBLY]
in obtaining copics of the report if they TAXES AND CHARGES: SALES TAX
do not get it tomorrow, as the Parliament . ) .
is not sitling next week? Wine: Government Representations
Mr WILSON replicd: 264. Mr BLAIKIE, 10 the Deputy Premier:
The announcemeat of the release of the Eh's fol:i)wz thera?’swgr he.g_ave Lo li(';e
report has been arranged for tomorrow Deputy Leader ol the Dpposition regard-
afternoon, and the report will be avail- ing the imposition of the wine tax by the
able after its launching mid-afternoon Federal Government. Does his answer
LOMOFTOW mean that there was no direct State
' Government represcntation by any mem-
ber of the Cabinet to the Commonwealth
LFARE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES regarding the tax that wi'l be of such

REVIEW
Poverty: Western Australia

Mr OLD, 10 the Minister for Youth and
Community Services:

(1) In view of the report of the inquiry into
poverly in Western Australia, does he
agrec  with the headline in  The
Australian today which reads, “Poverty
in WA at third world level™?

(2) Has he cvidence that some
schoolchildren are so hungry that they
raid school rubbish bins in search of food

imporiance Lo the wine growers of West-
ern Australia, and that the point of view
of the Government and the people of
Western Australia was represented only
by officers of the Government?

Mr BRYCE replied:

No, that is not right. | suspect that the
member for Vasse would like to
mischievously put that point of view
amongst his constituents; but the truth is
that | conveyed personally, by telex and
writing, the viewpoint of both this House
and the Government.

scraps? Mr Blaikie: Did anybody make personal rep-

Mr WILSON replied:

(1} and (2) | have not scen the headline, but
J would think it is a rather gross exag-
geration,

Copics of the report are available on re-
quest from the department. The report
does quote evidence of some pockets of
poverly, and no one would deny there are
pockets of poverty in rural and urban
areas in Western Australia.

Mr Old: As cverywhere clse.

resentations?

Mr BRYCE: | have spoken personally. If the

member takes exception to the distance.
between the two people who took part in
the conversation, it is his prerogative to
do so. In fact, | spoke personally to the
Minisler concerned and sought an under-
taking that that tax would not be
imposed forthwith, but that there would
be some delay—

Mr Blaikie: But you did not make personal

representations.

Mr Peter Jones: It is a pretty damaging com- Mr BRYCE: Oh God! 1 am tempted to give

ment.

Mr WILSON: It js, but we cannot control
that sort of thing. It is a dramatic
overstatement of what is contained in the
report.

Some clements of the report may con-
cern members, but they refer 10 rela-
tively small pockets of poverty in West-
ern Australia. We mast keep the matter
in reasonable perspective when talking
about it and in considering
recommendations to the Government.

Mr Old: It really necds refuting, in that case.

the member for Vasse chapter and verse,
but | will content myself by saying that
when the member for Vasse seeks to
make mischief in the electorate, he
should remind himself and the members
of this industry in his constituency that
only the members of the Australian
Democrats in the Federal Parliament
voted against thai tax in the Senate
when the legislation was passed. The
members of the Liberal Party and the
Labor Party supported the tax, which
had been considered by his predecessors
at a national level countless times in the
last decade.
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TAXES AND CHARGES: FID
Review: Report
Mr COURT, to the Premicr:

(1) Has the Government compleied its re-
view of the flinancial institutions duty
which was to be carried out after the
first six months of operation of that
duty?

(2) If yes, will the report of the review be
made public?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replicd:

(1) and (2} ) am not sure what the Oppo-
sition is doing, bul it is asking without
nolice questions that it has put on the
Notice Paper.

Scveral members interjected.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: That question was on
the Notice Paper, and the answer is
available today. Perhaps | am making a
mistake about it, but | checked an
answer (0 be handed in today, in answer
Lo a4 question.
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Mr MacKinnon: | asked for a copy of the
answer, and | have not received it yet,

The SPEAKER: Order! The question has
been answered.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: If somebady will give
me a copy, | will read it again.

PLANNING: CANAL DEVELOPMENT
Dawesville: Reports
Mr RUSHTON, 10 the Premier:

Because of the special interest in the
open cut between the Harvey Estuary
and the sea, will he table any reports
favouring that proposition and any re-
ports that oppose it?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

[ am not sure to which reports the mem-
ber refers. 1 will arrange a briefing for
him by the people involved if he makes
contact with Mr Beggs of my depart-
ment about the matter. If he can identify
the reports he would like to see, he could
take them away with him, | suppose.



